'LUTON FOOTBALL NOTES,

By * The Goalie.”

BROWN’S BRILLIANOCL.

A remarkable game Was sgen On the Luton
' n Satarday, when Hxeter wele defeated
by 4-2. 1t was oug of those games which
emphasise the glorious uncertainties of football,
51 at one point Luton, with a lead of 1wo goals,
looked like winning by a large margin. Then
fxeter rallied, and two Succe sful shots robbed
Tuton of their lead. 'When the crowd had becomo
veconciled to a draw or defeatb, the home team
pulled themsclves together and scored twice 1. the
closing stages.  l.uton deserved to win, and
should have made victory certain in the first half,
when they had all the game. Xxeter gave & VOLy
plucky display, and if. they had not wavered
before Luton’s final assault, they would probably
havo snatched a surprise victory. .

As Southampton lost, they fell below Luton on
Saturday, the Blues thus being fifth from the
Lottom. New Brompton are.dolng.so badly that
they seem certain to retain the last place, and on
tho present showing' Lieyton will have hard work
1ot to keep them company. Luton have mot lost
o Southern Leagte match since December 9th,
their six matches producing three victories and
tlree drawn games, while the last three games
have boen won outright with a score of eight
eoals to two.  How long this :s going to be kept
up is more thua I dare prophesy. To-morrow
there is sure to be a stiff game at Coventry, ior
the latter are playing a good game just now,
and a draw is about as much as can reasonably be

expected. After that we rcceive a Visit from

Brentford and then go to Leyton, so that Luton

should still continue to gather in points and make
their position as sccure as possible.
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Ona of the features of Satiurday’s game was the
brilliance of Ernie Brown, who, in addition to
finding ths net himself at a stage when a coal |
was very much wanted, had a hand in the other
three, which all came from his brilliant centres.
When he is in form Ernie car swing the ball in
<o that his colleagues can just divert it with their
heads, and when Brownr is in form Moody’s name
generally appears among the goal scorers. The
three inside forwards all played well, and Streeton
is mapidly developing into a valuable centre.
Though not in such brilliant form as he has shown
in former games this season Bob Hawkes gave a
fine display, and 2t one point, when Bob had
beaten no less than six mea one after the other,
one of the spectators summed up the situation by
calling out * That’s the way for one man to play
@ whole team.”” The Luton defence showed a ten.
dency to waver under a sustained pressure, and
for twenty minutes in the second half had a very
bad time of it. The ground was rvaturally 1r a
deplorable condition, but the players on both sides |
rose to the occasion, and a rather good game
1estdted.
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At the start the home forwards showed superior
combination, and the Exeter backs looked iike
wavering on several occasions. Fred Hawkes
skimmed the bar with a brilliant shot, and Whit-
taker also had to save from Brown. A corner
followed, and Ewvansz saved g dangerous situation
by kicking the ball just over his own goal. From
the resultant corner Walker had the bad luck to
{-ead against the bar. During one tight corner
Watson, who ran through, and Cornan might
bzve scored for Exeter., but finesse failed Wthe
dash would probably have succeeded. Luton
then set up a strong attack again, and Bushell set
hBrown going with a keautiful pass, and racing
past vhe back Ernie put in a perfect centre, which
Moody cljg"w:erly headed in. lhis success occurrad
about thirteen minutes from the start, and was
thoroughly deserved on the run of play. For 'Lu‘f;
ounutes atter vhe ball had keen kicked off again, |
ﬂ:.xeter_looked ke making good, but it wars.t?mla: |
a i::'lﬂ-sh n the pan, and soon some more c{mnd ng-;g
b'i? Brown saw Luton again awarmingL round the/{
goalkeeper. '
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augh, with four forwards, the vis1tors
Lad practically all the play. Lauton had a very
tad twenty minutes during which they lost the
lead and well nigh found themselves 1 2rrears.
{nly spasmodic 1uns by the homesters, during onsa.
of which Moody nearly scored, relieved Exeter’s |
avtack, and the visiting forwards were constantly
harassing the Luton backs, who at last, faltered
under the pressure, and allowed Lockett to score.
Naisby came out of gcal as a last resource,
but the inside right shot past him with a very
fine cross-shot.
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This woke Luton vp and Whittaker had one or
two nasty shots to save, while they also succeeded
it caining a corner. but after this the Blues
retired into their shell again, and Garside equal-
jsed with a shot which struck Naishy’s foot and
rebounded into the net.” [So weak were the Luton
backs aftes this that Exeter might have easily
obtained the lead, the home team being practically
penned m. It was mnot untl about a quarte}-
of an hour from the finish that Luton recovered
and then they set to work in earnest. El‘he O*a.mé. ;
WaS full of mcident. and about ten minutez lre.--j
_f_y’i}:a-m(?d to play, when, following on a free kick,
eitonshous the gai by driving the bill throngh

: Lt | g the ball through

; p];:ss OE players over Whittaker's outstretched
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ed a Nying centre from Brown

and flashed the ball into the net. Both ends were

visited during the closing stages but Exeter | -rel-

fost heart. and time came with bl BEton g
. 2 AL LIS SCOLE

LUTON 4, EXETER 2
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