Southern League.

LUTON v. EXETER CITY.

Played at Luton on Qaturday. Resulb :—

Paton e v 4 goals.
BExeter City.....:-cvereeves 2 goals.

The teams were as lToliow :— 7 >
Luton--Naisby; Wightman and Potts; T
Hawkes, Bm’h@fl: and R. Hawkes; Browi, Walker,
Streeton. Moody, and Stansfield. _, .
Tiveter—Whittaker ITort and IBvans; Rigby,
Bassett, and Prideaux; Parnedl, Lockett, Watson,
Cornan, and Garside. | ;

Referee, Mr, F. G. A. Sharpe (Lichfieid).

Things always fall a bit flat after the Cup-tioe—
that is, for the clubs which get knocked out—and
thereiore it was not surprising to seesonly some
four thousand spectators at the Luton match on
Saturday. The weather during the alternodn was
quite fine, but the persisient rain previously had
made the ground very, very soft, and betore the
game had been long In progress maly of the
players were in sach a state as to remind one ol
Kipiing’s ‘““muddied oafs.”

Speaking generalyy, the match was not regarded
as of much consequence, but to tho clubs engaged
it was a very important one indeed, for only a
point separated the two, and thoy occupled the
unenviabie positions of third and fourth from
the boitom. Luton were lucky emnough t0 win—
I use the word lucky advisediy—and thelr victory
lifted them above Southampton, who lost to Bristol
Rovers, so that they are now better off in that
respeet than they have been at any time since the
opening of fhe seazon. | __

On the run of the piay in the firsy half, the
question of luck could not have been asgociated
with Luton’s success. With the wind behind them,
they simply monopolised the play and ought to
have scored many more than two goals. But, alas,
as so often before. whilo they worked desperately
hard, they showed very littie judgment, indulged
in tricky work and short passes when the state of
the piteh rendered such play abgolutely ineffec-
tive, and tock the ball dewn to goal again and
again, only to make a mess of it at tho finish.

Of course. they had scme hard luck—they were
bound to have—snch as when Walker headed the
ball against the crossbar, but with ‘@ more open
game they should have placed half-a-dozen goals
to their credit instead of only two. Not a single

- encepsa atfended any one of the attacks made in
CloBe IOrmatlel, ror’ both the moals wspictorad in

this half came from long centres by Brown, headed
through by Moody. _

- A few weeks since, Luton had a remarkabie
lesson in the effectiveness of open play, when, with
only four forwards, they ran through one of the
b&stj defences in the Southern League—that of
- Northampton, and put up two goals against them
in double-qulck time. They had yet another lesson
on Saturday. Exeter, whose five forwards had
been been unable to make the slightest progress
In the firet ha'f, bad only four forwards after the
inverval, Parnell being unabie to turn out owing
to an oid strain having re-asserted itseif.

With their four forwards, Exetor simply reduced
Luton to impotence. For half-an-hour Luton were
- peaned in, and their atlempls to break away,

chiefly by close-passing tactics, were ludicrously
inept. Of coorse, I know that Exeler had some
assistance from the wind, but not nearly enough
ﬁagcmunt for the change which came over the




~ When the visitors scored their first goal, it was
hoped it wou.d give the noeded stimulant to the
home side, and when they scored the second, it
looked as fthough Luton were in fo ranntner de-
feat. Then it was that the element of luck came
in. Lulon had a free kick, and this -broke the
epe.l. 1t enabled them to get away: Brown scored
and with another soon added, the victory was won.
But it might have bsen a disastrous loss.

The experience surely should canse the Luton
players to ask themseives whether the open game,
generally speaking, wonld nof serve them infinitely
better than tickling the ball about and working
for dead certs. With a smart ran and a good
centre, taken first time, more ground js made than
bﬁr any amount of cloze work, whi’st if also has
this advantage—that the .cenire finds the oppo-
nents unprepared, whereas the close attack allows
the defence to concentrate.

In this connection, it may be said that Brown
played one of his best games this season. He
- frequently centred on the run, put the ball where
1t was wanted—that is, not in the goalkeeper’s
hands, but where it gave the inside forwards a
chance of geiling at it. That is very much better
than showy shofs at goal, and a cenfre taken
promplly is worth half-a-dozen delayed until the
opnosing halves have had time (0 go o the assis-
tance of the backs

Now for a few details of the game. * Bob >
Hawkes won the toss, and Lulon took advantago
of a fairly strong wind. Tho Exeter forwards in
- the first minute of the game made a gomewhat

weak attack on the Luton goal, and the backs
had no difficulty in fructrating the effort. The
Luton forwards then got away, and following
S0me c.0s6 play in front of the goal, Fred Hawkes
optained possession and cenf in a roatly brilliant
shot, the ball just gliding over {he bar. Luton
almogt immediately Torced a corner, and Walker
tent in a header which struck the bar.

The Exeter men made an ineffectual atfemnt ta
relieye matters, but Luton came along and Brown
finished a fine run on the wing by sending in a
beautiful centre, from which Moody headed the
ba’l into the net past Whittaker. Luton continued
b0 have matters almost thoir own way. and it was
but a few minutes affer the guccess of Moody that
Walker sent in a shot which Whittaker only just
manager to get fo. Stansfield then came along,

bLuh when he had the goal almost at his mercy he
gnot weakly behind,

'or a minute or so afterwards the Bxeter men
were pressing, and a shot from tho loft wing
brought Naisby out of his citadel, but the goa’ie
a8 Buccessful and cleared the situation, Play
Qulckly = being transforred to tho other mu:i,
Streston had hard luck with a good shot. Tuton
Were not long in increaging their tead, and this
time the success came as the result of another
clover ran on the wing by Brown, whogo coniro
m}{q again taken by Moody and headed into the

Towards the interval, the vigiting forwarnds ol
away, but a eentre from tho right wing was effce-
bively cleared by Pofts, who kicked wall awny,
E.;]d _;.}.h half-time Luton wore leading by 2 poals

nil. |

Upon the feams turning ont again, it was found
tha Parnell was missing, and it (ranspired that
an o d injory had re-asserted itself, and he would
not bo able to resume. Despite the pooming  dig-
advantage. the visiling forwards played up re-
markably well, and before many minufos havd
clapsed they had reduced TLuton’s load, Lhe ponl
Wing scored hy Lockott, follow'ng a we'l-com.
bined attack on the Luton roal. Thoe Tuton
oam wore making the mistake of adopting the
close ingide passing gamo, with the result that
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san? : dway

ractically all their attempts to make hea .
I\:nere easily frustrated by the OppOsing defence,
and it was not long before the City scored am
equalising goal, Garside succeeding with 3 CIOSs
shot from the right wing. For some time aftar-
wards, it appeared that Luton were going to suffer
defeat, and they probably would have done had
the game not been opsned for them by a 1iree
kick. It was only in the last ten minutes of the
gamo that Luton won, and then they scored two
coals in quick succession. Their first was obtained
by Brown, who followed up a free kick taken by
Wightman, and beat Whitteker with a good shot.
Almost on time the right winger got away again,
and it was from one of his many clever centres
that Streeton scored, the cenire geting his head
to the ball and turning it past the custodian
into the net. The game thus ended in a win for
the local team by four goals to two. .

Only one home team was beaten in the Southern
League matches on Saturday, and that was Wegt
Ham. who were. unable to reply to iwo Zoals
seored by Plymouth Argyle. Watford did well t-{}é
make a draw at Park Royal, where they shared a
couple of goals with the Rangers, though the visi- |
tors’ equalising goal only came in the last minute.
The other results were: Millwall 3, Reading 0;
Swindon 2, Crystal Palace 1; Bristol Rm:prﬂ 2,
Southampton 0; Northampton 1, Norwich (:;t_v 0;
Brichton 4. Leyton 0; Stoke 3, Coveniry City: 1;
Brentford 7. New Brompton 1.

The following is the League table :—

, Goals
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SWindon ., =i a2y qme A e 63 A0 < 1ob
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Coventry Oity. .. .uh 2205007400 (o0 20000 B9 8B 22
Reading: e it S B e S TR
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West Hain ..ocveeeininns o g 9 s A AT e 18
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Stoke.. 7. .. S 2) y RS te B L R e b
Tarsonet . = T o e R e (S S S L
Rourhamopton: ..o . s 28 a8 -l e e T2 s T ol
Exeter Gty it ) VR L\ Wi D) (S s U
New Brompton ......... QL B o A8t S TR S o e sl
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Several of the Lmton players were injured on
Satarday, Stunsfield being the worst suiferer. He
wrenched his knes and received & nasty kick as
- woll, s (Tt D6 will be mnabls to oo to Coventry.
 His place will be taken by Stephenson. Bou
Hawkes and Naisby also sustained strains, but it
is hoped they will bs able to turn out this week.

Saturday’s recoipts amounted to only £73, being
the smallest Southern ILeague gate for fthrese
8OASODS. |

Luton are due at Coventry on Saturday, and if
they could only secure a victory there it might
possibly give them another lift in the ILeague
table. At any rate, a win away from home jusf |
now would do the Club a lot of good. |

The Reserves will be at home on Saturday to
Coventry City Reserves, but prior to their match
tho game between Luton and 'Norﬁhamgt{}n schooil-
boys in the English Scnools Shield Compsetition
will be played. The kick-off for the boys is at
1.45, and 35 minutes each way will be piayed.
Sixpence admission will incinde both matehes. but
for the lReservea’ match alone the charge will be
as usual.
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