ANOTHER UNLUCKY DEFEAT.

Last Five Minutes Fatal at
Soofthamption.

Both Teams Complain of Unsatisfactory
Referecing.

The resuli at Southempton was bound to have
ag important bearing on the question of relega-
ad. thers the mability of Bushell to take
position placed the local directors in a
vious difficulty, tor with the unfortunate
gcoident o Johnson they have nob an experienced
to fill either of the half-back positions.
wobty ‘cortain B. Rayment ‘would ‘have
an early daal, from his recent displays
also is unfortunately
ious dnjury he' sus-
“Thursday. ;When Bushell
injured at nis place was filled by
WIuo(h dropping int ho middle line, as he has
done oucs or twice under <similar circumstances,
nd so swell did he fail into the ‘place that bubt
& he fact that it would hiave seriously weakened
4le front rook he would have figured at centre-

3 4 as ultimately decided
n as last week, and
Clarke; of the Reserves‘
*

tion,

ised that the Southampton direc-
d to pidy fhe entire reserve for-
. and leave oul all the recognised first
to a certain extent this policy was
One or » of those who figured in
t have played in any case
for two. of t team forwards had already
{eft. the \nwn after suspension. As a matter of
it yers who turned outi against Luton

ssisted the Southern League

of Hmm ave been pretty regular
the experiment was scarcely so dras-
red on paper. Still, the local officials
3 us, and expressed themselves as

quite resigned to their wla if this move failed
o, bring At the last minute
¢ defence. [Ropertson was

. and Treland, who bad played
n the season, deputised. . The
very bad all the morning, but cleared
wp for the mateh, and quite a respectable crowﬂ‘
turned up, alfh 7O /cuhe, the pitch ﬂ:‘ielf\
wes in a urnb‘y S ,; st

T.)n fF‘nllL were as follow
LuLu\‘ - Wighbman and 'Potts JE.
and R. Hawkes; Brown,
. Moody, and Stephenson .
Tastham and- Treland;
sine;  Kimpton, Small
Prince  and e,
2 Mr. R. R. Hall, ‘Birmingham.
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e opening stages went in favour of the Saints,
aud Small ationce gob through and tried a shot,
which Potls ¢ d, r Kimpton got nicely
and, centring bhe ball, Christmas neatly
tipped it on to Blake, who had worked in within
thres yards of the goal. Tt appeared as though
4 pretty certain when the Saints’ winger

the ball b his head, but, fortunately for
Tuton, he was not able to turn it through. Tt
on of inches only, and many at the
opposite end of the groundaquite thought it was
a goal aud cheered loudly. - For a /time
v had quite w lot fo do, and if the Saints’
o forwards had kept their heads: they might
. opened the saore quite early in the game.
o thyee  corners wers given, but the Luton
ac stood ts ground, ;md none of theseé were.
: 6. Bub it wasiauite another mather
ngia Ane lrun cand . centre by’Bhl.ke, for
dcﬂ Hm va ]uat ovez- H\e bar, h

range. ; Sy o
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Afier 5 tinie Taton did muchs better, and their
forward worly was sltogether neater than the wxlri

TS which the home players had’ attemmte:l
Brown and Streston devel
ing, and were weoll on top of theit ovpponenfs
one several moiutess  The ball was invari bly

in_front wilh the) Anal centre, and
jnary ek one. or

ru) securod, Somvhow the
thn erikies] moment, and it sﬁruck one of the
defindersiv its fAighl, and wag muddled away
vather than cleared.” Bob Hawk es hay hm‘d lines
seiihe ome pot shot - fol
goal monbly, tha ball passing
g’oal Tead mrl,h»?r 4 Jucley pscap,




Ireland fell back and just managed to turn the
ball for a corner kick. This Stephenson placed
well, and Fred Hawkes just missed the goal, fol-
lowing the punt out from Knight. Half-an-hour
from the start disaster eame to Luton, and mosb
undeserved it was, for without the slightest doubt
the goal allowed ‘was & rank bad one. In the first
pluce, Kimpton, when he wot the ball, was well
oftside, but he was allowed to centre. Christmas,
heing behind Kimpton, as, of course, all right,
but Prince was standing quite clear with only one |
Luton player nearer the goal line than himself,
and that was Naisby, when Christmas pushed the
ball up to him. Although Prince automatically
shot it through, no one was prepared to find that
the referee wou'd allow it to count. But to the
surprise of the Southampton officials, a goal it was.
As ‘showing how impossible a decision it was, it
may be mentioned that one of their directors said,
““\Well, bad as we want to win, T cannot clap my

hands at such an a#vful decision.”
. * * *®

Although the Saints were thus actually leading
at this stage, Luton were much the superior team,
and before half-time Brown succeeded in getting:
across what proved to be the equalising goal,
although it was actually a pass from Moody which
guve Stephenson. the opportunity to score. The
final shot was a clever drive quite clear of Knight
into- the far corner of the met. (Certain of the
home supporters questioned the “legitimacy of
the point, and were prepared to argue that it
was ‘“tit for tat,” but the difference was that
Stephenson  was behind  the ball when it was
passed to him; and@ his speed made the opening,
while in the previous case Prince was always well
in front of Christmas, and simply waited for the
pass.

* * *

Both goals had some narrow escapes before the
change of ends, but so far as mid-field work was
concerned’ Luton always held the advantage. The
game became a bit rough, and once Potts and
MicApine were laid out together, the referee:
awarding) a foul against the Luton player just
outside the penalty area, although it did mnot
appear that one player was any more to. blame
than the other. Fortunately, the free kick came
to nothing. Knight was extremely lucky two or
three times when he left his charge in reaching
the ball, and when he lost it in one of these
exetursions well out of his| arez, it appeared certain
i his ‘chapze would ‘fall, but the' ball was
#rifle) wide for a goal kigk. Interval se

Luton 1, Southampton 1.
L% * *

‘The second half had a sensational opening, for
on the first: run down Walden netted in the
simplest manner. Stephenson had made the initia]
run down the wing, and swung the ball over to
Brown. He promptly returned it into the centre,
and it came to Walden within a few feet of the
goal, and he had simply to touch it through. Af
least three Southampton players, who were right
in the mouth of the goal, looked on without being
able to prevent the Luton centre scoring, although
all of them were within a yard or so of the ball,
and could almost have got to it with one stride.
Having taken the lead for the first time during
the match, Luton appeared to have the game well
in hand, for the forward work of the home'club
had been far from impressive, and the crowd quite
anticipated another defeat, hut somehow Luton
developed their old failing in front of goal.

Then a corner IcicT: Ied*up tq; the Saints equalis-
ing, although the ball crossed the goal mouth two
‘or three times before Prince headed it into the
net. There was still twenty-five minutes to go,
and even then Luton should have secured both
points. . Very soon they were on, the attack,
again without. being able to engineer a real open-
ing until twelve minutes off ‘the finish. Brown,

ab thisigbwere, got across a fine centre, and with
Il the inside players well up a goal appeared
the most likely event, but neither of the inside
forwards took advantage. It passed over to Step-
henson, who ‘also had worked himself into a posi-
tion in the goal mouth, and he had simply to touch
it through to put his side ahead, but in a most
unaccountable manner he put it over the bar with
a tremendous Idick. Tt 'was, next to Walden's goal,
the easiest chance of the match, and would un-
doubtedly haye brought vietory with its' accom-
plishment. 7 b
* * * 5

Hive minutes off time the spectators: were driven
almost frantic with delight by a winning goal
falling to the Saints. On the run of tho play. in
the: second halt, nothing looked more unlikely,
and they wero cougratulating themselves on mak-
ing a drow, when Kimpton, gotting tho ball
almost on' the touch fine, just managed to prevent
it going out of play and pub it weross. A tussle
just under the bar finished with the ball going
oith tio. Blake, who (sHot Tow towards the corner,
thieball notitally striking the far upright' and, ne-
bounding info ‘the net. It was w very unlucky
Anish for Luton, bub, ‘of course, u dolightful change
for tho Snints, who hatd not won o muteh For
three months, There waog just one chince for
Luton, following w centre by Browi, but Stophon-
son, although he made @ decent abfompt, just failod
fio wore,  On bimo, an oven more mnlucky incident
happened, when bhe peforee mudo whivh was pro-
bably hig worst mistake of the mubeh, by glving
Aroebon offsido jush s lo wos sobbling down to
bk o clewr shob ol gonl, 16 {8 todo thore was no
ona bt Bl gonlkeepor in bifs aclunl line of fire wb
bho bamgah, Ik Bolh bl wore yands nonror i
wont! line: Chan bhe Tbow pluyer, and  How any
weferan oould miake wich n bereible Blundoy ls b
rond comprohanslon.  Riosull -

Janton 2 Houthwmplbon 3
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