SOUTHAMPTON v. LUTON.

Played at Southampion on saturday. Resulf :—
sSouthampion
Luton

The teams were as follow -—

Luton—Naishy; Wightman and Potls:. P
Hawkes, H. Clurke, and R. M. Hawkss; Brown,
Stresion, Waidan, Moody, and Stephesson.

Soathampton — Knight; EBastham and Ireland;

Denby, Lee. and McAlpine; Kimpton, Small, E. C.
Christmas, Prince, and Blake

Referee, Mr. C. R. Hall (Birmingham).

Luton made ono compulsory change owing to
Bushe'y's injury at, Steke, and H. Ciarke, of the
Regerves, was given the ceatre-half position, and
Incidentally made his initial appearance in the
Southern Leagune., The Saints have been very dis-
appointing this scason, ang made come drastic
Changes.” It was given out that the Whole_nf the
firet team forwards were dropped, but this was
hardly correct, ior two of the line played the
provious Saturday against Crystai Palace, and

th wingers have been more Or ees regular mem-
bers of the Southern League sids. They also had
a forced change in tho defence, as Robertcon WAS
unable to turn owp at left back, Ireiand takirnz his
place. Southampton has never properly sepported
the Club for ordinary fixtures, and the directors
have in years pase had to depend on a big ron in
the F.A. Cup to puil them round, so that the gate
of 5,000 was quite up {o the standard, particularly
when it is taken into zecount that it had been
falning all the morning. Several weeks ago the
players had bheen compelled to accept reduced
wages, or the Club would have gone under. Ii
hag b2en stated the expentes of the present team
are heavier than any previous side which has worn
the Saints’ colours, ang [rom information gathered
on Saturday, the weekly wage bill is almost 50
per cent. higher than that of Luton, g0 it is not
doe to economy that tie witer lack of suceess can
be attributed.

The piteh. which lies very low, was thoroughly
scaked, the waler actually standing in pools along
the touch-lines. The Saints opened the gamoe in
bustling style. and overy advance they made was
raceived with encouraging cheers by the local Spec-
tators, who were naturally anxious to give confi-
dence to the experimental 'side. The first shov of
the match was put in by Small, but Potis charged
this down. Tha ball was, however, quickly brought
back by Kimpton, who slung across a fine centire,
which Blake almost turred throush with his head,
but just {ailed te reach the target, the ball going
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outside the upright and hitting the side net.

Brown was the first Lulonian to get off with the
ball, and he sprinted into the home quarters in

Inost promising style, until Ireland met him, and

by a clever tackle manazed to biock his passage
for ths moment, only to get 1he ball quickly re-
turned to the middle of the fied. and but for the

k1] .

smartness of  ILies,. this movement wounld have
Dbrought along a goal. - Siill, on the whole, the

Saints were mosily the attacking party for the
first ten minntes of the game, and Small headed
Over @ neat pass from Blake. At vhe opposite end,
whenever Luton hrought the ball within the danger
zone, Kpight, with great daring,_ca-me‘wt 10 meet
the ensiaught, and althongh he fook ricks, he had

- the safisfaction of beating off ‘the danger. al-

though it is-fairly. cerfain that if one or two of

wou'd have been {recly blamed, and at least on
One occasion it was more a. case of Iuck than gosad
indzment that saved his charge, for he ‘completely
lost the ball when he was fully thirty yards awWay

from his goal.
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 Son was well 1n front of his comrades and beyond

i t0 open the score.. They have, however, to thank |

A -corner kick taken by Luton was well Pplaced,
but Knight punched the ball away, and the return
shot went wide. By this time the oxchanges were
fairly eveén in' character, but it fell to the Saints

a thoroughly bad decision of the referee for {heir
good fortune. Prince, who neilted the ball, was !
quite  half a-dezen  yards = ofiside. It 18
taated that @ the official | thought the ball
touched a Luton player, but from a2 good
position to sea everything that’ oceurred, I have
no hesitation in statize that the ball came direct
from a Southampton player to Prince. and was
never touched by any Luton piayer in transit.
Kimpton wuas provinz a source of copciderable
trouble, and but for his efforts the Saints wen d
have cut 2 sorry figure. He was convinuaily carmn: |
ing applotes for his dashing borcis down the
Louch-lins, and twice in quick succesvon he
finlsired up with capital shota, Naisby saving one
and tho othér flashine past tha further upright.
Curionsly, it was the Lulon rizht wing whieh 2ave
vhe home do’sace chisf anxicty, and Brown was
siiowing a cean pair of heels to Ireland very fre- |
quently. One of these sprints brought about the |
equalising goal, for the bail was slung rizcht over
lo the left, and Moody appeared to have a decent
chance (0 get in a shot, but ho just missed the
ball, and it went to Stephencon, who nretted with
a good cross attempt. It was argucd by the home
supporvers that this goal also was scored from an
offside posiion, and in 2 measure this was frue,
for at the moment of receiving the hall, Stephen-

the back, but when Brown centred, the left-wingoer
was behind the ball, and only got into posivion
by running several yards. The majority of the
spectators «evidently thought Moedy tousched tho
ball, and if he had done to, probably Stephenson
would have leen offsids, for he seemed to be outi-
pacing his inside partner whiist on the run.
Anyway, matiers wero now equal, and with Luion
showing the batter form, it appeared only a ques-
tion as to how coon they would take the lead, but
up to the interval nothing tangible resulted.
Fagtham apnd Knight weve the chief causoe of this,
their work beiug really fine under heavy pressure.

The game had a sensational restart. Within a
minute Luton obtained the lead for which they had
striven so hard in {he first half; apd such & gimple
goal it was. Stephensgon got clean away from the
kick-off and sguared the baJd within a yard or so
of Knight, but just far enough away trP preyvent
him roaching, i%¥ as it flashed across the goal-
mounth. Tt demed certain -that one or other of
the insids Sortvards wounlkd trap it and hayve a shot,
but all thres miszed the laather, and 1t travelled
over te Brown, who promptly returned it into thoe
goal-mopth, and Wa'den had buttt{} touch through.
Three Southampton men were aimost ag near the
ball as Walden, and if either of them had but pus
out his foot, probably Walden would not have
scored, but no player made an effort, and the bal',
which only just rolled over the line, was cavagely
kicked down the field (o restary the game. It was
a comical sight for a Luionian to sed the mauner
in which the Southaumpton defenders looked at
each other whon they found iv was actual’y a goal.
Everything seomed plain sailing for Lufon now,
ag with a goal lead they appearcd tO have the
game wall in hand. There was no comparison be-

{ween the two lines of forwards, and but for the

k put in by the Saints’ wingers, thore was littla
o Tio anxiéty given (he Luton defenca.  The crowd
scarcely appreciated the way Wightman bow'ed

over the Saints’ loft wing, and were inclined Lo be
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demonsirative. Indeed, the referce had 10 caufion
the crowd at the back of the Luton goal for their
behaviour after Naisby had been hurt in a melee, |
Wightman complaining thai a stono was thrown
at him when he went to the assistance of his
cornrade. g :

The Sainis secured their second point from a
corner kick, althongh the ball passed and repassed
across the goal batore Princs headed 1t through,
without Naisby being abe to get to it. On the
run of the game Luton should still have beea lead-
ing. but they were now faced with the task of
gelting another goal to be in that pogition, and
1t looked a cerfainty when Brown dropped - one of
his cemires well into the goal area. Both Moody
and Stephenson had worked into the centre, and
a-though Moody failed to gather the ball, it did
not appear to be very makerial, for Stephenson was
even Leiter placed, and when he got his foot to the
sphere and took aim, everyone present was fully
prepared 1o see ‘it ‘land in the nei. Bui he got |
Just a shade too far under the ball, and j{ passed |
2 yard over the bar, 15 the delight of the local
supporters, who had made cerain of a goal
coming. It was indeed a let-off, for as it wanted
oaly some twelve minutes to time, it would pro-
baby have brought full points, and . incidentally
have placed Tmion in g comparatively safe posi-
tion on the table '

But even worse was to come, for a rush down
the field five minutes from time gave Kimpton an
Opportunity. He just managed to keep the ball
in play, and placed in the middle of the field, and
after two or three players on each sids had had
a kick al it without getting it under control, the
leather travelled oud to Blake, who, with a screw
shot, managed to get the ball into the net off the
far post. It was a very lucky po:nt, parucularly
from the position in which Blake was standing, but
nevertheless yaluab’e, for it lifted a load of anxiety
from the Sainls’ officials afier everything seemed
hopeless for them, for it was almost impossible 1o
°Xpect Luton to get in dfront again, with the home
players content fc waste time and ready to take
adyvantago of any and eyery method of keeping out
the Lon forwards. But it is quite probable a
divigion of points would have come about but for
another blunder on the part of the whistle-
ho.der, for Streeton was in a splendid poszition for

scoring waen he was pulled up for offside jvst be-
forea the finigh. The

_ ruling  was recaived
with laughter by the crowd, who wers now in a°

shouting mood and on quite good termg with them-
se.ves and dhe players; and weil they might,

seeing this was Southampton’s first win for thres.
months. -
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On Saturday’s form, the resuli notwithstanding,
Southampton are not the- team - they were when

they visited Luton some four months ago, and
Luton shogld etill be higher than. the Saints on
the final table. They cannot expeci to experience

such lwek in future matches, especially if the same
-forwards are chosen. and it i1s understood they will
be, seeing this match was won. In Kimpton, hoyy-

ever, they possesess 2 dangarous winger, and Biakes
i3 up 40 Southern Leagne average standard, but
the inside men gave litfle evidence of ability. and

but for the feeding of a strong half-back division.
wou'd be little seen. TLee is <hi]l a power, and his
work on Saturday was extreme.y fine: indeed, he
was the outstanding player of the mateh, and but
for his efforts it wou.d have been a sorry day for
the Saints. Tastham was the betier back, and as
~Knicht was or the winning cide he will be given
credit for a good display, although he was VETy
risky in his methods, and was lacky in' not
' suifering for this.

The Luton forwards certainly did not so0re suffi-

cient goals to win the mateh, but it will not often
happen that five goals in two away matches will |
fail to land some points. and seeing that the line
as constituted on walurday- has netfed seven goals
from Saturday 1o Saturday. 1t should be given
further opportunities. Wa'den, if not, ciever, opens
out the game, and with another week’s training
shonld develop pace. Streston appears better suited
af inside right than centro. and is eeltlin
wich:his partner in g00d style; indeed, they wers |
the best wing on the field at Southampton. |
trying (Marke rather high, and although of course
he Iacks experience, he was really clsver with his
head, and did not Jet his side down at ail. The
backs and goalkesper wers very unlucky in having
tnreo goals netted against them, for they tackled
on the whole in good style, and their only failing |
Was in not booting the bail in the closing stages |
when the Saints got-inio Luden territory. |

Luton are still above Southampton, by reason of
2 sightly superior goal average. but the Saints
have a game in hand. Loayton lost at ‘Watford, by
vhe odd goal in five, but they showed

| very good
torm and had a full share of the play. New
Brompton, playing at home, drew with Coventry

City, each side scoring three goals. Brentford,
~at heme, drew with Brighton at one goal all, and
are now only a point above Luton, bot have two
games 1n hand, and Exeter City, who drew with
stoke at ona goal all on the City’s ground, are
two points above Luton, having 24 points for 31 ﬁ,
TAMmEs. e ; LT
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