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Sousthern League.

LUTON y. BRISTOL ROVERS.
Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :— ,

Enlon s o i R 3 goals.
Bristol Rovers ......... A b gaal'.

. The teams weore as follow :— : i
Luton-- Naisby; Wightman - and - Polls: F.

Hawkes, Bushell, and B. Hawkes; Brown, Stree-

ton, Walden, Moody, and Stephenson. e

Bristol Rovers—Roney; Harvie and Bennoit ;
Morris, Shaw, and Williams; Peplow, W. Hurley,
Jones, Brogan, and Long.

Referee, Mr, Ci W. G}Ilett (fr’idlm:aﬁ}.

Bob Hawkes is nof generally regarded as being
particularyy lucky with the spin of the coin, hut
he Lsfucﬁeeded_nn Saturday, and his success in this
macter very likely had a lot to do with the winning
of the game. For there was a strong wind blow-
ing, and the advantage of this in the first half
meant ‘a good deal. There were only about four
thousand spectators, the smallest, gate for any fine
Saturday this season.’ Probably this was due in a
large measure to-the absence of railway facilities,
there consequent’y being very few outsiders
present. iy -
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It will be soen that Stephenson again appeared
at ountside-left, in the Lumton team, and Streeton
was given the preference at I1nside-right over
Walker. This was rather a bold step to iake;
and judging on previous performances at home
wasg hardly justified, but it may bo said al once
that Streeton played a capital game all through,
and thouzh not carrying much weight, he was
I certainly very smirt. |
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From the way in which Luion began, it did not
gsem that they were likely to avail themselves of
the advantage of tho breeze, for though they were
constantly in ¢he vicinity of the visitors’ goal, they
seldom Yooked like scoring. Luckily, the ice was
' broken by a penalty kick. There should hiava been
one given earfier in the game against the Rovers,
but apparent'y the referea did not see the offence,
though it was quite as palpable as the one which
' was penealised, When the whistle-holder pointed
o what is called the fatal spof, Wightman was
brought up to take the kick, and he¢ ecored with
one of the best” drives I have seen. The ball went
in like a flash of lightning, and righti along the
gronnd. . | |
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After that, Luoton did much better, and though
tho Rovers managed to get a goal, Luton were Tull
value for their two-goals’ lead at the interval.
The question was whether they would be able to
-maintain it against the wind. Any anxiely on
that account was soon dispelied, however, for

Tmbon quite overplayed their opponents in the
fird twenty minutes of the second half, and during
that time Naisby never had to make a single save.
Subsequently the Rovers showed (o greater advan-
tage. but they were not able to reduce Luton's

lead. B g - |
- Now {o go back to the beginning. As already
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stated, the Lunton captain did remarkably well to |
win the toss, and the home feam werd early on
the aggressive. Moody had hard luock in a race
for the ball with the goalkeeper, the latier just
clearing in the nick of time. For some minutes
the Luoton men continued fo harass the opposing |
backs. forcing corner afver corner; net-one of which
reould they turn to aceount.. The Bristol men, what
with the wind dand thejexcelent work of Wightman
and Potts ai back, rarely troubled Naisby, whereas
Romey had &uﬂnnfﬂdemhlﬁ amount of work to do.

After about, fifteen minuoiea’ play, Luton were
leading. In a smart attack on the visitors’ gaal,
Moody was pushed by Harvie in the penalty area,
and the referee promptly awarded Luton the kick.

- Roney, althovgh making a great atiempt to save
Wightman’s shot, had no possible chance with
the Kick.  This sucecss had tho effect of
brightiening up the Luton atfack, and Bushell
came vary near doing the trick with a magnificent
drop shot, Roney saving with difficuity just under
the bar. It was but a few minates afterwards vhat
Streeton pub in a really brilliant pieca of work,
- which led to the scoring of Luton’s second goal,
He obtained possession near the half-way linc,
and, working ouat towards the wing, beat {he half-
back and back and gent in a beautiful centre,
Stephenson headed in very swiftly, and though
Roney saved, he could mot clear, the resulf being
that Moody scored easily. .
o

After this second reverse the Bristol men had
more of the game, and, as the rosult of a well
combined offort, Brogan scored wilh a heauntiful
_header. The goal came from a breakaway, in
which FHurley appeared to be offside, and Peplow
receiving the ball, sent it across to Brogan, who
headed through. Then the Luton men took the game
in hand again, and pressed persistently right up to
the interval, though they only sgcored one more
goal. This was a ralher amusing one in some.
respects. The Lulon forwards were all round the
r visitors’ goal, and 2 molee ensnexd which was ended
by Stephenson dashing in and charging the goal-
kesper and ba!l into the net fogeiher. At the
| interval Luton were leading by three goals to one.

Upon resnming, Lulon, despile (he fact that they
had the wind against them, attacked the Bristol
goal right vigorously, and .hfﬂmly only just missed
with a good shot in ahmost the first minute. Then
Brown came aong on the wing and forced a
corner, which, however, was not turned to account,

A Tew minutes later Brown was injured in going
to head the ball just as the left half-back was
~ahout to kick, with the result that Brown had a
nasty kick on the face. Everyone thought that the
Luton winger was seriously injured, but happily,
“after being treated by Trainer Lawson, he was
ab'e to resumo. Indeed, as soon as the ball was
thrown down, he was “ up and at it,”" and he sent
in a beautiful coentre, irom which Stephenson got
in o remarkably good shot. the ball only just misg-
“ing the.post. Tt was not long afterwards that
~another stoppage was occasioned through injury—
this time to Fred Hawkes, who hurt his knee, but
~after the services of the trainer had again been
requisitioned, Frc;l Was uihl-a to %ab to work again.

 TFor quite Llwenty-five m.in.ﬁm Tuton had the
belter of the exchanges, and on several occasions
the Bristol goal had pome very narrow escapes,



win at Southampton, but the Saints managed to
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| New Brompton .., ......31 ...
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Yo the sttacks on the visilors’
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wers the ahining lighls, “both players:)

several limes baviag hard lack i!amt mﬂm: g

. e

ards-ibe close, howeser, ihe Brsiot forwards |
imTpna-:ved greatly, and ~Luitor backs and |

Naisby were given a very warm time for the ast
qna.rtgr of nnﬁ:on.r. Naisby, bowever, piayoed wall,
and brought %ﬂ' some clever mum, from st
Brogan and Peplow 1n partic . _
also be given to ihe excellent work of Wightman
and Tolis in tbe last fifleon minudes. Thﬂg.wed__
e-

lendidly, and the visitors were prevenied
%ring, with the result what the game Was

cided upon the goals scored in the first. haif ﬂI the |

maitch.
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It was delighifal to see Bob Hawkes at his best |
azain. e played a wonderfully clever game,

‘=% ine the ball from his opponents with consum-
migg ckill and placing beaufifully at the feel of
h's forwards. Bushell and Fred adso did excellent

work, whilst, as just stated, tho backs were in |

great form. Stephenson, perhaps, was ihe most

conspicuons of the forwards, his specd in ca ing |

ihe bhall down the field often enabing fuw Lo shake
off tha oe-osition. Streston alpo pui ic 440t of

fheir usual standard. Wardenm wag useful, thongh
certainly not brilliant. Jle kept the gaine open, .
however, and {hat was & ﬁtrung point in his favoar,
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With regard to the Rovers, pernaps Ro
tho most prominent man in the team, and
goal remarkably well. The backs also gaw
acconnt of themselves, and Long was the

proved himself 1—0']}6 d ?fr:y Bﬂ]_]ilblﬁ man. _f.u-g-_

Of the other games in which Luton wera in- |

terested, the most surprising resuli, perhaps, was
that at Leyton, where New Brompton werd Vi0-
torious by 2 goals to nilL It was fully expetied |
that Leyfon, on their own ground, won.d ba good

enough to beat New Brompion, or ab any rate |

mako a draw. Pymouth were rather fancied 10

ref, a woal in the first two minutes, and though the
Piigrims sobsequently had tha beiler of tho play,
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of a fair.y good line of forwards. The ou side-Teft 1

especially in the second half, they could not seore. |

Tixeter City succeeded in drawing at Gﬁvﬂﬂh‘:ﬂ

and Breniford did the same at Stoke, the scores

being one all, so that Luton will need --tﬂwﬂﬂ;é%j 4
SO

during the helidays to mako their position
The following is the League lable :— e
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