' LUTON FIND THEIR FORM,

Refreshing Display against Bristol
Rovers.

DESCRIPTION AND COMMENTS

By * Yigila.nt.”’ ‘

“Tt is a long time since we heard a shout like

that,” renmrked. one of the Lution Town Directors

*he more demonstrative of the local supporters
sent the Blues off the field with a rousing cheer
at the close of the match with Bristol Rovers on
Saturday. The shout may, to some extent, have

been one of relief that what was an anxious game
for Luton had produced a couple of badly-needed

points, but it must also have denoted the crowd’s
appreciation of one of the best exhibitions the
Blues have given at home of late. The policy of
the Directors in relying once more upon the for-
ward line which has done so well since Stansfield

and Walker had to drop out, through injuries,

was bhoroughlv justified. There wag always Pre-

sent in the attack an amount of dash which has

so often been sadly wanting in many of the Blues’
earlier displays; and the home)sterw have, perhaps,
done nothing better during the whole of the sea-
‘son than the way in which they held up the West-
erners against a formidable gale in the second half.
¥* % * 4

Bushell was able to return to the centre-half
position, and with the visitors introducing an
amateur inside right in their forward line the
teams to line oub, under the charge of Mr. C.
W. Gillett, the well-known Willesden referee,
were as appended :(— . ‘

Luton.—Naisby ;¥ Wightman and Potts; F.
Hawkes, Bushell, and R. Hawkes; Brown,
Streeton, Walden, Moody, and’ Steph\enmn

Bristol Rovers.—Roney; Harvie and Bennet;
Morris, Shaw, and Williams; Peplow  W. Hurley,
Jones, Brogan, and Long . L ‘

i
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The oomcllmons under Whl@h the game was con-
tested were rather a change from what footballers
have been aceustomed to for some weeks past,
for the winds of the week had had the effect of
showing up the bareness of parts of the playing
pitch to an extent not usual even at this period
of the playing season. The surface was quite dry

and erusted, and with the Mgh wind there was

in evidence the game was bound to be a fast, if

not a clever one. As a matber of fact, the W&nd"

was the dominating flactor of the game, and as it
blew almost directly into the Town end goal it
was a source of little satisfaction to a crowd of
about four thousand when Bob Hawkes, fm onoe,
won the right to choose ends. \ )



It was a tremendous adyantage, though the
force of the wind and the lively character of the
pitch made it very dificult for the players to con-
trol' the ball. For once, however, the home for-
wards adapted themselves admirably to the condi-
tions, casting aside scientific close passing for the
dash of the open game. This style of play was
bound to pay, and Walden in the centre and
Brown and Smphu)son on the extreme wings lost
flew opportunities of keeping the ball on the swing.
The result was that the Blues at the start attacked
almost continuously, and were frequently threaten-
ing danger. Walden was within an ace of getting
through with aw fast run in the first minute or
two, and then from a centre by Stephenson
Moody was only half a second too late in attempt-
ing to utilise a forward push from the centre—he
missed the goalkeeper and crashed against the
upright, fortunately without doing any damage
to himself.

* * »

Luton should have had a penalty award quite
early on, for Walden was deliberately pushed off
the ball in the eighteen yards’ area. The inei-
dent ogourred almost under the referee’s nose, but
Mr. Gillett did not appear to think it called for
an awand, and al] Tuton could get was a corner,
which proved of no value. The Bristol defence
were doing W ell in the teeth of the gale for there
was nothing ha'f-hearted about the home attack,
and Bob Hawkes was delighting the crowd with
some of his most brilliant work at half-back. One
movement by Walden, Moody and Stephenson was
quite a work of art, and Bennett was very fortu-
nate to be able to block an effort, which deserved
to be crowned with success. Another very lucky
escaps the Rovers had was when Roney had to go
on his hands and knees to save from Walden,
the attentions of Moody and Stephenson being
eluded by the goalkeeper with considerable diffi-
culty.

*® * ”

This last movement was a capital illustration
of the part played in the game by the wind.
Thanks to the speed and cleverness of their out-
side wingers, the Rovers had made one or two
visits to the other end without becoming exactly
dangerous, and on the last occasion the result was
a goal kick. Considering the wind, Naisby’s kick
was a very poor one hbut Fred II&W]\ES turned
the ball up into the air, and’ with the back only
efiecting a -partial stoppage, Walden went sailing
throulvh and almost made the moyement a.scor-
ing one. The wind also played no little  part in
Lbon’s opéning goal, for it carried a lofty centre
from Brown into such proximity to goal that the
Bristol backs were clean® ou’othted The result
was that Moody was left finely placed. All the
backs could do was to attempt te sandwich him,
and in this attempt one of them—it appeared to
be Harvie—pushed him off he ball in such a way
that Mr. Gillett had not a momient’s hesitation in
pointing to the penalty spot. Wightman was
called up to take the kick, and with a terrific low
drive ha made no mistake with it, though Roney’s

ﬂfort to stop it v e very credxba.ble one;

One up in a quarter of an hour was vood busi-
ness, but it was very patent that flor Luton it was
a case of now or never. and there was no slacken-
ing on the part of the Blues. Fred Hawkes made
a maamﬁcent attempt to get through, and was
only foiled by sterling defenswe work, and Roney
saved in brilliant fashon a high shob Arom Bushell.
He took the ball from just under the bar, and it
was a bit fortunate for him, when he was tackled
by Streeton, that the Luton player was pulled up
for offside. The visitors had frequemtly to con-
cede corners, but they never wavered in defence.
Tywice in succession they had appeals for fouls
against them. The first was on Walden in the
penalty area. and was not given; the second was
on Moody )ust outside the ]me ‘and . was given,
but, tho award brouwht no rebult H

. The game had (becn going twenty_three minutes
when Moody reglstercd Tutows fortieth and his
sleventh Leaguo geal of the season. Tt was the
result of bril hant work on the part of Streeton

who spal by the backs on the wing, and capbuh
ing the ball closal to the line, wwhen he seemed  to
havo been' beaten ot pace, gof acrosy & nagi-
ficénty  centre. Stephenson, ﬂplcndmly ‘placed,

headed in strajght and hard, and Roney stopped
L it, but before 1o could gatber it Moody wals thiere
“and hod i throtgh. The' eilt whs rnhlier taken off
this goal, howe«rer, by a surprumnd Isueenss: on tho
pazt of tho Rovers in the Hoxt minubel Broaking
away after Walden had, just missed tho eross-bar

with o magnificont drive, Funley, was allowod to

wo on frogy what certainly appopred’ an’ offside
prsificny, . The defenon wore ennght mapping, and
WTE . vy (|&|(1 tio. redovier. Paphow,  1o-

qut off Polla’s dhnlle nm,

ho ball worass for Brogon Ln hvw“fn vl
iy A the oppesitis earune of the

* * - i
e s never pny datieie of tho Rovars mmul-
el on b obliar hind Ge bl hiad nearly
v e sartree. befars Bha Blues svere hble bo dme |
,W(,m o bhin gnnl Tend. rl hmr wovn ml\\‘mﬁs g




hard, both Stephenson and Brown infusing a Iot
of dash into the attack. Stephenson, in fact, was
quite the hero, for he showed a rare turn of speed,
and was quick to mtilise opportunities. With a
first-time effort, after scrambling play in front
of goal he drove a real ‘‘blinder,” which Roney
would never have stopped if it had been an inch
or two lower, and another fine effort of his Roney
just fisted over the bar. At corner-kicking the
outside lett did not shine early in the game but
when he did get one right it .was a rare handful
for the goalkeeper. Roney was nearly caught
napping by a long drive from Wightman. He
evidently expected the ball to go wide, but it
struck the post, and left Walden with the goal
| open. The centre was, however, following up so
fast that he was as much surprised as the goal-
keeper. He could only chance his luck, and luek

was not his way. : .
¥ % o

Streeton had been doing a lot of bri'liant work
without ever seeming to be in luckls way, and
three minutes from half-time he led mp to the
snoring of Luton’s third goal. Keeping the batl
olose, he worked through across to the left but
'had his shot barred. ¥Vald-en and Moody tried
' to break through the knot of defenders, and where
they failed Stephenson swcceeded. Stil] the de-
fenders kept the ball from goal, but as it came
out Fred Hawkes meb it and with a low shob
brought Roney to his knees. Walden and Stephen-
son were on him like a flash, and again Stephen-
son came out on top, bundling the goalkeeper
' and ball through. So the interval came with
the score:—
| Luton 3, Bristol 1.
| B s e
. In view of the handicap Luton had to face in
the second half, one eould hardly regard this as
a winning lead, but the homesters simply aston-
ished their supfportprs by the valiant way they
fought against the wind. Adopting the principle
that the surest. defence is a sound attack, they
showed up to even better advantage in the ma,tter
of play than they had done in the first half, and
for twenty minutes were rarely ouf of the Bristol
half. Their attack was quite brilliant. In the
first couple of minutes Moody twice got very <lose,
only to shoot rather weakly, and Streeton was
unfortunate to have non-success attending a fine
effort. It was, however Stephenson who pleased
the crowd most, his dashma work causing thriil
after thrill. A grand run on the left was followed
by a centre which was very luakily headed away,
and for some munutes he gave the rlght back a
warm time of it.

¥ * *

After te«n minutes, Brown was kicked in the
face, but he was able to resume after attentions
from the trainer, and immediately he igot across
a fine centre, from which Stephenson only just
missed the mark. Luton really ought to have
scored a minute, later. Moody pushed the ball
by the backs but it bounced rather awkwardly,
and Walden left it to Streeton, only dor Tommy to |
be unable to get it under control with the goal
' almost undefended. Then, from ‘a corner forced
on the right, Wialden headed by, and a shot which
the centre put across the goal St'e‘phenson Was un-
able to rzeach. Bob Hawkes was showing: great
form in backing up the forwards, tand Walden,
Streeton and Brown iwere prominent in attack
after attack, the combination of the whole line
leaving httle to be desived. One moment in parbl-
cular was of the brilliant, order. Streeton let: the!
ball. go across to the outside right, and B!rown
| slung in a lightning shot, which lRoney could only
kenodle down, while Bob Hawlkes mlssed the bm'
by inches with a rising drive. i




This wag practically the end of Luton’s supre-
macy. The first time the Rovers effectively got
away, Wightman gave away a corner. This was
nullified by a free kick award against the Rovers,
but although Luton broke away again, their attack
this time was beaten off, and the play gradually‘
settled down in the Luton half. The Rovers, how-
ever, rarely. got really dangerous, Naisby for somo
time having nothing difficult to do. The best
effort, until the last ten minutes, was a rising
shot from Peplow, which skimmed the bar, but
later Naisby had to show his smartness on at
least twa occasions. With the ball suddenly
crossed into the centre from some touch-line work,
Hurley headed in at close quartera Naisby only
just captured it on the line, and taking to the
ground rolled the ball alear of the goal for Wight-
man to clear into touch. The goalie had to fall
in making another fine save from a shot by Hurley,
which appeared to be going away from him as he
made his effort.

* * *

These were about the only instances in which t-.he
Luton goal was in danger. Much of the p'ay
ruled on the touch-line, the home deflence resisting
the Rovers’ efforts so. stubbornly that the ball
was frequently out of play. It was not inferesting
football, but it was quite the right game for the
homesters to adopt, and in the last few minutes
they showed how completely they had broken the
‘back of the visitors’ attack by.once more taking
up the running. A sterling shof by Brown from
the corner caused Roney to“bring off a very hot
save. The Blues also forced a corner, which
threatened danger, but Roney again saved, this
time from Walden, and consequently the end
came with the ha'f-time score still holding good :—

LUTON 3, BRISTOL 1.
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