petforming the “hat I:} . Thig revival, h:

ever, has come rather lato, and perhaps too Iage
to save Luton from relegation. By Mﬁmiﬁmj
amnpton, New Brompton are quite safe, but gy
Raints are still in the danger zone, belng a poing
aliead of Luton for a game leéss. Southampyoy

therefore, have two games to play ‘before the end
of the season, znd laton one, and that a very
ditficuly one, 00, their: opponernts bemg Nm
ampton, who have done very well this _
- Should Luton win, ard Southampton ;lose hogh
their gdmﬂ::- Lhr;_k la.tt-er ‘ﬁlIT aCcompany Aﬂiﬁm
into the lower neglons, while should they secure
oue point to. Luton’s two, they will still g0 down
hecau:o of ther 111ff.‘-1‘1£_}{" gp"i:ll i’l*ﬂ?(}ruge"é Ay “I't. -
‘thereforo tonch and go, with the chances on' Soutly.
~ampton.. The following 1s: the position of affairs -

= W. 1. D P} A P>

Southampton .. .- 88 9 16 11 43 =g 23

Lol -« s. ) sadsrazesnse 247 9 18 10 49 60 o3
Levton ..j i copmenece Ol G 2 1o 6o law

The geame could not by dany means be termep
great, und Lutoa’s SUPETI01ILY may. have been due
to slackness on Reading's part, for they are in oy
safe position and have nethiar to loge. - Of COUrss
to ret seven goals in these days is an achievemeng
UpOI which. the pl:.’t-yﬂI‘S' are to be congratulated.
T'he experiment of playing Mardle at centre £gr-
wara proved very successtul, for he infused a
areat deal of life and dash into the forward ime
Walker was the only forward who did not shipe
at times, and as for the rest of the team  thew
were chiefly concernzd with backing up the efforts
of the forwards. Naisby had an easy alternogm,
kut he made some fine saves all the same, During
the time that Rezding were making such headwas
in the English Cup, Caldwell, the goalkeeper,
nade a great name for himself. During the week._
however, he was transferred to Everton andk
Caulfield appeared 1n his place. The latter provedt
a rather poor saustitute,k being at fault with twee
or three of the goals that sccred, and this some-
v.hat takes the gilt oft Lutun’s performance.



Luton showed very promising form at the start_
Mardle distinguishing himself by a delightful pass.
to Brown. This was not improved upon, but ouly
three minutes had elapsed when the centre allowesk,
the ball to pass between his legs to Moody, wha
shot in the net over the goalkeeper’s arm. Thanks
to Stephenson and Bob Hawkes, Luton still kep&
up the pressure on resuming, but beth teams were
handicapped by the tively ball too much to displow
any goud footwork. A blurder -between thes
visiting goa.keaper and the back nearly let Lutam
through, bat an opportune kick by the latter
suvedi the situation. A moment later Moody hadk
a glorious opportunity, being alone in front of
goal' with a dropping kall, but he headed insteak
of kicking, as he might easily have done; and thes
hall went over the bar. Stephenson had:terriblyg
hard. tack with a grand shot which hit the bar,
and the backs stoppcd the subsequent. shots fromm
the half-backs. Still they pegged away, howover,
and from a beautiful centrs from Stephenson,,
Mardle dashed through and scored the secomdt

goii after fifteen mnutes’ play.

Lutor:. were now ploying at the top of thefir
formy, and. it: was not long Lefore from a cormer
Kick, Mardle headed into Caulfield’s hands. fEEKl
tho gealie dropping the ball, Mocdy vlanted: it Tnfe
the net. With a little more steadiness, Mardier
might Have scorad a fourth g, moment, Jater, while
a hard shot from Moody flew just past the post.
Reading rarcly got away. and with their defence:
wavermg an adlition to the score seamed 1oUEE-
nent  at any moment. Caulficld somew it F&
- trieyed himself, however. by making g, e ims

save from Moody, whose shot seemed bound To:
‘score before the goalkeeper dived for it. Readimg
oW had a turn of attacking, and Greer tried &
couplo of good shots. Naishy, Lowever, was nok
very sorely tl’i&d, t ho visiting forwards bermgs
rather weak in front of roal, Perhaps  the
letharry which crept into Luton’s methods veas
dus to the hot sun. but in response to the appeals
of t}la arowd L}!ej:: Wﬂk{j \p and 5{3(;11@(1 &Dﬂthef
coal. The goalkeener had saved ‘rom one of ther
forwards and immediately Moads Mardle, and
_Etephenmn were on him, The second named
charged him over and securing the bhall! shot mfe
the empty net.  Half-time was fast approachinga
but. before the whistle went, Mondv Headed

number five from 2 corner taker by Stephensom.

—

"I-‘]l__e‘ second half wag decidedly siow. Kive, texr,
- ALG fiteen minutes passed slowly hv with nothing
toTecord, —and then Bob headed tHe Balll After
avothier five minutes dreary dallying however, a
shot by Bushel] tourid the net, and then Birnrer
Brown, .not. to be left in the cold, obliged! with
Tir“mb'ﬁ'l.‘. Seven with a really fine cross shot. Them
cding ‘?fﬂff}thﬁr period of end-of-the-season Tethaegy
untif :Mﬁphe]mml roused hopes with a caprtal
header. ., Tt heat the goalkeeper, but one of
Renf]mg’s }Jﬂ{}l{s ht}ﬂ-dﬁd th ball . dWay. . The-
closing ghnges wore enlivened by a fine diive o
Bob H{kaesﬁ which passed over the bar, andgf
31"{}(’{]}* ,hﬂ{]. the gu;ﬂ]{{jc.pﬂr in difficulties with a
soft. header Tha ball was bundled away, how-
ever, mﬁld' 20Ing 40 the other end. Reading abttackedt
I a spirted manner which hrught out some fimes
work by Naisby o quite deserved to keep &
c.lea*n sheet. but cloge o time a nenalty was giverns
agzainst P

ot Bovts, and Foster scored Reading’s sode
lary point, m.ﬂkm;‘_ﬂ; the geore :- -

LUTON 7, READING 1.,
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