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prospects did pot look too promising iy el
A8 a matier of fact. however. from the very first
Mardle shaped more like a centreforward than
any man we have had in that position this ‘season,
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. Played at Luton on Saturday. Result :— .
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.The teams were as follow .— - - |
- Luvon—Naisby: A. Brown and Potts: P. Hawkes;
Bushell, and R. Hawkes: E. Brown, Walker,

‘Mardie, Moody,. and Stophenson, _
.y eading—Canlfield; Smith, and Gibson; Smart,

5. Hanney, and Bradley; Leo, W.  G. Bailey
Hower, Andrews, and Greer. ‘ .

' Referes, Mr, R. Horrocks (Farnworth), o
.+ Despiie the fine weather, there wero only some
Jour thousand spoctatsrs on the Town Ground on
Raturday, but thess had : surprisingly good time,
With Walden and: Streeton stil] owt of the team,
ihe directors fell back upen Mardle for the centre. .
forward - positioz, and as he. was“ apparently * the

lasy resort when all playems had falled, - the
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~with the single exception, perhaps, of J chnpon,
who was doing s0 we.l before had the misfortune

to break his leg. %

- But Mardle was always well up with the hé,.c_ks.,

he knew when to pacs the ball and how to pass it,

-and he a’so knmew when to make a dash th rough
on his own. or in company with Moody. ' If Marde

‘has beon playing for the Reserves all the SEA800,

1 can only say that it is a wonderful thing that
‘he has not been discovered “before. |

- bre is'not a big man, it is true, and a clever
‘big man is always to be preferréd to a clever little
‘one, but stiil, -if Mardle had been tried before. I
1ecl sure that we should have wom scme of the

games that have been lost eimply because the
forwards could not score goais . : .
Of "course, Luton’s phenomenal goalscori 2. 0on

Salurday was not entirely doe to Mardle’s

~ brosence among the forwards. Reading, unfortu-
~nately for themseives, had a Reserve goalkeeper

to take the place of Caldwell, who has Just been
transferred to Everton, and though he ig said to

have performed well with the Reserves, he certain-

ly did not give a great exhibition in the first half
againsy Tmiton. o -

- Caulfield appeared to have little confidence in

himgelf, and two or thres of the goa's were un-

 doubtedly the resuit of his incapacity, but with a
ittle luck several more might kave beon obiained
~—rotably once when Stephenson hit the 1nside of
tho bar with a hot shot, and on two occasions
when Mardle had beaten all opposition and then |

had the mortification of seeing the ball roll just
outside the goal.
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’I‘h&re was no undue slackness on the part
of the Reading players generally, althongh ‘they
had nothing parficular to play for, the result of
the matech making littie difference to their
| Position: on the Leacue table. But, for the most

part, they were no matich for the Luton players,
who had as much of the game as they have of
many others this seasom, but added fo their clever-
ness in the field the ability to shoot. L

Tho game calls for litile in the way of detail.
- Bob won the toss, and gained the advantage of
the breeze. Luton from the cominencement, went
“away strongly, and a smart attack on the Reading
goal resulted in Moody heading just over. Then
Greer, on the visitors’ lef{ wing, made a some- -

what weak effort, and Brown had no difficulty in

offectively repulsing the atvack. It was from this
clearance that Brown the outstde-right, got away.
He sent . acrozs a beauntiful centre, and Mardle
rather smarily baflled the defence by jumping
over tho ball and letting it pass.out to Moody, who
was standing in a fire position. Berf, took the ball
n.a little, ‘and then beat Caulfield with a nice
shot, the goalkeoper, aithough just reaching the
ball, falling: to turn it out of themet, = o
A few minutes later, Mard'e and Moody mado a
fine combined effort, as the regult of which Mardle
scored Luton’s second goal within ten minutes of |
the commencement Again breaking through the
vis.tors” defence, a thixl goal was scon added,
Moody scoring with a good shot. Reading, try as
they would, could moé make the slightest headway,
and  Luton ‘continued to harass the visitors’ de.
fence. On one occasion Walker sant in a shot, and
the custodian failing to gather the ball, Mardle
dashed in and succeeded in robbing him, but he
had the misforiune to see the ball roll the other
side of the post. : A
Lt was hut a few minmtes after this that Stephen-
gon, in another smart atdack on the. Reading cita-
del, hit the bar with a terrific shot. Caulfield was
now showing better form, and he saved a hot shot
from Moody in fine style, throwing himself the
length of the gosl and turning the ball round the
post for a frultiess corner, Then Reading had a
spell of attacking, Lee getling away on the right
wing, and Potts failing to check the wilgZer s Tush,
the Tlatter pui across a fine cemtre which was
taken by Andrews, but Brown came {0 the rescue
and creared in clever style. 33k
After this, Luton again tcok up the running.
and a proonged attack upon the Reading goal
_resulted in Mardle eventually scoring after Caulfield
had partially saved a shot from Moody. The
Reading players protested against the decision of
the referce on the grounds of offside, but after
consulting with the linesman, the referee did not
hesitate to give Luton the point. Reading failed
to improve before the interval, and in the last
minute Luton attacked strongly, Stephenson forc-
ing a corner, and from the kick Moody headed a
beautiful goal. The interval thus came with
Luton leading by 5 goais (0 nil. At
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