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LUTON’S FIRST TKIF TO

hurricane.

Luton were fortunate in one respect at least in
opening their new Welsh campaign, in that they
were able to burn out. their full strength at Mardy
on Saturday. - This was something to he thankful
for, because what sort of a team would have been
sent if two or three players had been seriously
injured during the opening week is more than one
dares to employ the imagination upon. Potts,
who had a rest against Bedford, was able to|.
resume, but Trainer Lawson was just a wee bit
doubtful about Bob Hawkes, whose thigh was none
too sound. As a matter of fact it did give way
during the match at Mardy, and Bob will certainly
have to stand down on Wednesday against South-
ampton, but with attention fromx “Billy” he ex-
pects to captain the team when Mardy pay their
return visit on Saturday.

* * *

Luton left by the 4.15 p.m. train to St. Pancras
on Friday, and joined the South Wales express
ab Paddington, reaching (Cardiff at 9.15 p.m. By
the way, Cardiff is the ‘“hub” of South Wales
“Soccer” mnow, and while in that city you do not
realise what Second Division means. The OCity
Club is run on English lines, ‘and: most of the
players are more or less known, and the usual
comradeship between football professionals off the
field is kept up. Every week-end two or three
League teams make Cardiff their headquarters,
and therefore players and officials fraternise to-
gether.  For instance, Exeter City joined the
train at Newport and travelled with the Luton
players to Cardiff on their way to Merthyr. They,
like Luton, stayed the night in Cardiff, resuming
their journey after lunch o= Saturday. Although
in the big towns in South Wales the regulation |
time of kick-off-is adhered to, the ‘‘Valley Clubs”
have different ideas, and want to start much
later. This iy om account of the eight-hour sys-
tem of working the mines, which means that the
last shift 'do ‘not get up from the pit until three
or four olclock.’ On Saturday a start was not
made “until five o'clock,sbut the light was not at
all bad when the game finished at a quarter to
seven. s M ' ' ‘ ‘
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* * *
Mardy doecs not, perhaps, convey much danger
to Lutonians, but on arrival at Cardiff the
players were early warned against over-confidence.
Indeed the boot was on the other leg altogether,
for the ‘Cardiff Press were unanimous in express-
ing the view thap although Southend and Croydon
both had a chance at Aberdare and Llannelly re-
spectively, Luton was; not at all likely, to get even
one point at Mardy. One paper weunt so far as o
sbate that Lubon themselves could not ‘expect to
have a chance at all, while another bluntly said
that if they obtaiied one point they would have
o earn it, with the evident expectation that such
& result was altogether out of the question. The
foeling in Cardiff was that Luton were faced with|
by far the handest task on Satuvday, so far as
the three Dnglish clulbs wero concerned. It is nob
#0 much tho playing strength of the Mandy club
n8 phe altogether diffevent conditions of  the
ground and surroundings which malke this fixture
o diffieult, bub move of thiv feature will be gath-
ared from subsequent notes,




The Mardy team themselves wert quite an un-
known quantity, Indeed, the only fact known to
the outside football world is that Johnny Goodall
has taken over the managership this season. With
one exception all' the players are working at the
local colliery, though only three or four actually
descend the shaft. The population of Mardy is
about eight or nine thousand, so it will be seen
that big wages are quite out of the question, The
‘manager of the mine was present at the match,
and in conversation stated that the club was prac-
tically subsidised by’ the owners to maintain sport
in the district as a means of recreation for their
workers. To tell the truth, it would only be
sheer iiecessity which would induce anyone to
permanently take up their abode at Mardy, for it
35 the ““end of the weorld,” to use the local ex-
pression. Johnny Goodall has, however, been in-
strumental in bringing five new players this sea-
son. The left wing pair come from Catford South
End, while three others hail from the Burton-on-
Trent district. Two of the last mentioned have
spent a season in France with Goodall, and he
has a higfh opinion of their abilities.
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- It was remarked by someorne on Saturday that
should “Tam,” one of the London football
reporters, ever visit Mardy he swould be able to
devete a wl\olo page of his paper to one of his
characteristic reports without giving even a line
of description of the actual game ltsdt and really
this report promises to dovclop into something of
that nature. Still Lutonians can have no idea
whatever of what it means to play at Mardy with-
out a little space is devoted to matters a bit re-
moved from the usual description of the game.
What it must mean to visit this spot in mid-winter
fis too awful to contemplate, and Luton must con-
gratulate themselves on having made the jourrey
under comparatvely decent conditions. Mardy
itself is over 1,000 feet above sea level, and the
ground is encircled by what to Bedfordshire ideas
st be regarded as mountains. Sitting in front
of the small stand only four houses are visible,
and they are perched high up the “hili” jusi op-
posite. " The playing pit-h is yards “oo-small for
an English cup-tie, Lub it is the onlv  possible
spot for miles round where football could be
played. One is assured that the length of the
pitch is 100 yards. This can scarcely be believed,
but when it is stated that it'is only 50 yards
wide it will be understood how the players are
crowded together. The penalty side lines almost
cover the whole playing area for eighteen yards
from goal. Within five or six yards of the pitch
itself the railway runs along the valley some 100
feet down, and the ball is continually out of play
on that side. * Of course, this means quite a large
number of. balls are required to keep the game
going at all. ‘
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And now for the game. The teams turned oub
as under:— ; ‘
Tuton :—Day; Henderson and Potts; Wilson,
Thompson, and Hawkes; Stephenson, Wileman,
Smith, Murphy, and Worth. g |
Mardy :—Thomas; Jones and Jenkins; Alden,
Griffiths and Tebbutt (J.); Howard, Tebbutt (R.),
Coates, Hopwood and Pinney.
Referee, Mr. F. Gurtis, Bristol.
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Bab won the toss and naturally took advantage
of the breeze which was pretty strong even then,
but, increased as the game progressed, and in the
second half was almost in the nature of a hurri-
cane. It took Luton a few minutes to get used
to the unusual conditions, and for the opening ten
Tninutes there was little to choose between the.
teams. But when Luton did settle down they
were playing the smarter game, and as, of course,
the halves were playing much nearer the goal
than usual, it. was no surprise to find Bob, when
he saw a chance to get through, go forward and
have a pop on his own. He caught the ball fair
and with a clean shot drove it ‘into the Tiggiig
at a tremendous pace, thus having the honour of
netting the' opening Southem Loague rfowl of the
season. ;
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Although nftor ‘this sucdess) Tntor, were
‘the befter team, their goal was often endmnge:e&
by a blg retur from’ the home qun,rters. It lodlned
4s if an equaliser was coming, when Pirney got
clean dway and centred, bub Poths just mindged
4o geb his head to the ball 15/ it came  aoross, (and
it travelled just. out of the reach of the ' home
centre-forward. Dwo or three corners also fell
to Mardy, bub were not improved dpon. At the
efid of half-an-hour ofily one goml Had been scored,
and that this was soarocly enough to. win the
mabeh was prebty evident.” Bub jusb Aften | bhis
Stophonson got across @ mice centre, and  Bob
Hawlkes simply croshed the ball bhroug‘h Before
Thomis had wny idea it wos wibthin yards ‘of his
chargo,
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MMhis was guickly followsd by o thicd. Btephen-
sl wWns again bhe ono o fuiog the ball throwugh,
and ns Ho placed it bqusce aerogs Murphy ooms
platid the mooviament with o fing dxwm Urhioym s
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age, and the game underwent a decided chgtnge.!
Mardy were all out to alter the state of affairs,
but when a goal came it was an accident in a
sense. The ball seemed to be going over for a
goal kick when it broke back to the outside-left,
and he dropped it well into goal. Day punchad ig
away for the moment, but Hopwood met tie re-
turn and opened the score for his side amid tre-
mendous excitement. Worth then managed to
get away and promised to finish up with an cpen-
ing, but he got a shade too much power behird
his toe and it only resulted in a goal kicik.
* * *

Twenty minutes off time Hopwood got a drive
home with a crowd of players between himself and
the goal. Day simply did not see the ball, and
made 1o effort whatever, although it is quite
doubtful if he would have been able to stop the
shot even with a clear view, it sailing in low ab
a great pace. It was mow a great fight to the;
finish, Luton being mainly on the defensive, and':
although at times they were hard pressed they,
managed to keep their  opponeits out. Indeed, '
the easiest looking chance fell to 'Stephenson at
the top end of the field, but after getting right
through he twisted his ankle, and the game was
stopped for several minutes while Lawson attended
to the injury. He did not come off the field and
finished the game, although he limped badly and
was of little use. Result: Luton 3, Mardy 2.

* * *
COMMENT ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

The first impression made by the visit to M.zu‘dy|
is that it is no walk-over to earn promotion. If
Mardy are an average side points will be very
difficult to obtain in Wales, whatever those clubs
may do away from home. The crowd on the
whole were a sporting lot, although Potts was a
target for some abuse for being too deliberate in
taking goal kicks. The general opinion in Wales
is that Mardy is one of the three grounds which
help the home side to a greater extent than
should be possible, and therefore Luton must con-
sider themselves fortunate in getting off with both
points,
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Day once or twice punched the ball away when
it seemed safer to catch it, but in the closing
stages he did finely. The backs kept up their end
in fine style, except that Potts was rather upset
by the spectators for a time. He eventually gob
over this, and was playing for safety with fine
judgment at the finish. Undoubtedly Luton’s
strongest, line at Mardy was at half-back, All
three men played a great game, with Bob Hawkes
the outstanding player on the field. Forward
work was greatly handicapped by the small
ground. Still Stephenson and Worth managed to
show to advantage, the inside trio being a bit
overcrowded by the continual nearness of the op-
posing defenders.
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Mardy have several good players on Saturday’s
form. Coates, at centre-forward, would mnot dis-
grace a first-class side, and the fact that he is
selected for Wales on Wednesday next at Cardiff,
shows that his fame is pretty well known in that
locality, Jomnes, the right full badk, is also play-
ing in the same match, and is a clever player, and
in the first half when faced by the wind played
a fine game., It will be as well to ‘see Mardy
on an average ground before expressing a definite
opinion ag to their capabilities, and as they visib
Luton on Saturday it will be a good opportunity
for taking a line as to the probability of Lo
getting to the top of the League.
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