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[By CRUSADER],

LUTCON’'S WEAK POINT.

No Luton suppoﬁer could be really satisfied

with the Town’s w.n by a mere goal to nil in the
home match w th Mardy on Saturday. 1t was
nob that the Weish team were o0 inferior all round
2 Lo warrant severil more goal3 scored against
them, for they were m-t but the undemabm facu
18 that Laton by the.r play worked themseives
into fine shooting positions many times—ail 1or
nothing. When only the firal todch remacred to be
putb, it Was not put. 'L'he rawt .ay ch'eily with Smith,
Lh«B centre-forward. The dirsctors shouid at once
advise him that he is not of much use to them
enless he drops his melhod of corcentrating his
thougihis on knocking -men over instead of devot-
ne-a Hutie attentma to the ball. His chief aim-
‘gooms t0 h2 to demensiraté hes abilities in a
rouch-and-tumb.e,. and vhat cuts both ways, for
the other side are not iike.y to take all and give
—nothing, and the..retaliation, when it begms, 8
“not LOILﬁnh’"d 10 One ILan, a,nd especialy is it not
'"-.eomﬁn«@d to a piayer of Smith’s cal'bre but to the
cleverest men of the side. Owing to his one '&,hd-c.d]

idea of the game, Smith was nowhere in it when
it came 0 ﬂhoetmﬂf‘ (olden ﬂﬂpﬂrtumtles came
to him, but he was exasperatingly slow in making
up his mind ~and Jenk ms and J{}HBS WeETre qu#ck

This first homa match in the Second Division 01’ |
the Southern League drew a large crowd, and
oyveryone was locking forward withs the keenest
anticipaton to a good game, to cay nothing of
two more points. The weathor was genial, Luton
had won at Mardy, drawn at b@atha,mpton-;
(Southern Alliance), and now they were on ther
favourite turf. 'I‘:rum Bob Hawkes was out of the
team through a strained thigh, -and that might
mean a good deal Worth, alsm that da,nﬂ'orous
left-winger, was nursing a d&maﬂ@d leg but no
fooitball follower could “be de@p{md&nt on a day
like Saturday (unliess he were a Tottenham Hota-;
'spurlte) Frod Hawkes was backin the fold, tem:
porariiy fi.ling Bob’s place, while btephexm:m had
gone to Worth’s berth at left wing, E. Rogers,
of the Clarence, being at outside-richt, All was
merry and bnght as the cmemafﬂgmph menn
waited for the giadiators to trot: into the arena.
John Goodall, the great Iniernational of past1
days, was in the visitors’ dressing room snpe!rm--
tending the preparation of his ‘““boys’ from
Mardy, in whom he has cons siderable falth Like
a wise man, he would not venture on a prophecy,
but was confident that h_:_s leam Woa..w:i put- up a’
gocd show. ““Johnny.,” I fancy, was by no |
means Sorry to be btwk in hmrlar.d agaln after his ;
period in Fraince. training a Frunch team. L’nﬂ-_j
lish iife and customs are more ic his taste. but
even busy Roubaix can hardly be less mv;lt ngf-
than Mardy’s bldak and black surroundings. = -




A minute or so lafte. fhe te._mms llned hp un-der._
Mr, G. J. Poss. of Aldershat, as folow —
Luton Town--Day; Henderson and Pﬁtts Wh--
son, Thomnson and . Hawkes; E. Rogers, Wile-
- man, - Smith, Murphv and %t»e; henson. _
- Mardy—Thomas;  Jones and Jenkins; Alden s
Griffiths. and J. Tebb&ta H(}war{i R__ Tebb tt:
- Coates, Hongoad and Pmney -
- With the wwd be bud them, Lub&n made the-.
pace a hemm’'ne one, and Jenkm.s and Jones- had
& very busy hme indeead. Steph—en:son was 2
bundie of virility on the left and the qn gk way:
in which he.snap ned up the ball and madd towards
goal was a lesson for the forward line. Quite
early he had worked close in when one of the
backy intervened, and the ball went sideways to
Smith, who had a eood chance, but was too slow..
- Mardy endeavoured {o work up the fieid, but they
nearly always passed the ball too hard. so that
the Luton ha]ves or backs got to it before their
- own_men. The Welshmen were certainly triers.
‘Day cleared rather w cakly from one of the K at
‘tempts, but d’d be tter the next time with a long.
;sh@t from Criffiths Luton kept the play in the

- visitors’ half. Wﬂcman - was ever . working

vigorously. but appeared to be afraid to trust
the ball to Rocers. a fear which proved ground-

less later. A pass by IFred O awkes {0 Thompson,

~ Who quzck}y tranm erred to Wilemgani, looked like
end'ng in- the defeat of the We shmen, 'l:mt
-Sbep henson shot just over the bar.



A capltal drwe by Rogers showed what he was
capab.e of and prt,tpureld the spectators for some-
thing better. That mme‘u’hl - better’’ came
Bh{}I‘LIy afterwards, when the 10uthfu1 amateur

passed to W]Ieman. w ho qu’mk.. centred. Smith
f-*hot straight at Thomas, wh{} knocked the
baJl_ upwards. and  Stephenson, who had
rushed up, rose in the air, got his head to
the ball, and put it into ftie net = 1t was
a fline g‘ea’* and looked very promising for
Luton. There was no doubt that the Weishmen
weire being harried; a fact which did not help to
steady Lﬂem inito improving their control of the-
ball. They certainly tried very hard, but their
adavance was swept b'mk by the determined Hen-
derson and the ag*l«e Potts, both of whom ware
£.ving nothing away. The halves were also very
much on the alert. That was the reason, no doubt,
why Coates, the speedy centre-forward for Mardy Y
—one of the ffLs’bast players in. Wales—did a good
| deal of running  about, only to fird the ball
snapped up and passed fmwand b&f&m he could
get to it. Pinney, however, sent im & fine shot
which looked dangerots: fcsr Luton, but Day
eleared. The home tﬂam wera Lmarly always at
the Mardy end, and the backs and Thomas made a
valiant - ﬁﬂ'ht for -the visitors. “Hopgood did test
-Day . just be*‘-&rﬁ the whistle biew, bat the game
wWas eygsity Lutons wt hal tlme w n, the swre
was 1—0 oy PNE T e |
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On retummg tha game wa;s @tll ressead bv

" Luton. Smith’s shot ‘was a really good one, but

Thomas was in fine form and ﬁ%eemead e-qnal 1/0)
anyrhine Jonss and J»enkmﬁ oo, were very .
resourceful. After Wilson had pmd a call on be-
half of the halves, and sent his visiting card over
the lintel, so to sp ea,k the Mardy men returned
the call. and host Da at-the re uest of Hender- |
son, ran out to meet th&m, ;nmde:nt@,hy removing

from their pathway a rolling ‘‘ stone” over which

all might have 4ripped. Presently, at the other

- end, Slﬁltﬂ had a capital chance, but sent the ball
-over. The W&shman made several vigorous at-
tacks, and it looked a ‘' mear thing’’ once when

Day fisted out weakiy and the ball r&b@unded from

| Hen:ders&n s back for a corner. For the most |
part, however, it was Mardy on thd defence—and |
‘a very good defence they sse-t, up.too. Thomas was

a brilliant goalkeeper, w1th plenty of pluck and
- good judgment, which enabled him 1}0 deal with

- some critical sztmtmmg The two e, immediate-

ly in front of him were also very reiiable. In

fact, their defence-was "better than thelr attack
~which, though DOSSessing some good points, d!d'
ot run fﬂﬂﬁth er cnough. Not hanmng together,
- they were theref(}re hanged &epamife..y, t@ Spea,kf

g met&plmncmly

® % '_-hf_;

Als to Luta& WGH the | must not e;x' ct m gei»"z

i'Jtl?d:»(} tha First D1v1swn of the S{}uth@rn Lea ue if

they do not 1mpmve on last Saturday’s Bla,y |
" The wea,kneu'a wWas zmt of the whole betam but oi
‘the man who sheuld weld together the front line

? and smartly turn to ad‘mma—ga the chances Te-

~caived from the wing men. That’'s where the Im-
 provement was needed. - Stephenson piayed very
“brigklv. and so did Wilﬁman who, however. was
inciined to be an mdlwdu&hst Sﬂmert;mﬁs th@uﬂ*h, |
he was blamed when he ought not to have been,
as, for instance, when many called upon him mss

p:a,&s to Rogers, and he swerved inwards and took the

ball {0 the centre, qu'te upsetting the calculaiions
~of the cpponents, who- fulry expected to have only
“Rogers to hem in. The amat¢ur centred finewy,
and though not a very robust player, he was weil

worth his place on Saturday. Murphy was not a
great de::ﬂ in the picture; he stlll overdoes the
_dribbling. T‘hra halves were good, particu-
“larly Wilson, and the - 'soiidity = of the
: ba.chs has a,lrmdy b@en referred to. Day’s
display in goal was varied—sometimas good, some-
times weak. Without doubt, Luton.- should have
~had more goals to ther credit. None can say
~what the absence of Bob Hawkes meant to them,
but I fancv that his generalship W@tﬂd hu.,vef

1mpmwd thmgs mnsmerably
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