DOUTHERN ALLIANCE.

Neck and Neck.

| RLY
CROYDON'S GAMENESS ROBS LUTON OJF
A POINT.
or the second week in succession, Luton wera
| at home to Croydon on Saturday, when Southern
Alhance points wers at stake, Both teams are
E._ aomng well in this competition, Croydon having
o lead of a point and Luton a game in hand, and
ag paturday’'s result wag a draw of two each, the
position of the clubs were unaltered at the end
of the game. After the fine display given by the
visitors in the first match, one could nrot be
accused of undue optimism in anticipaving a good
gate, but although the weather, in strong con-
- trast to the previous week, was gloriously fine,
the attendance tell below four thousand,
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Neither side can grumble at the result of the

rratch, for while Luton had all the best of the
first half, the Robins did most of the pressing sub- {
sequently, a fact which i1s borne out by the
scoring. Luton led by 2-0 at half-time, but the
- visitors well deserved to edualise after the change
-~ of ends, and they wasted no time in doing so.
- The last quarter of an hour saw Luton making
strenuous efforts to regain the lead, but even then
. tiieir rivals werz continually breaking away, and
threatening Abbott’s charge.
I Shight alterations were made in both teams.
| Bob Hawkes resumed his usval place av left-half,
- and Wileman took tke position of inside-right,
having as his partner a ILondon amateur named
 W. G. Jelley. From the Croydon team, R. .
Peolson, who scored the only goal on the previous
Saturday, was an absentee, his place being taker
bv Chester, who moved from the outside-lefs
position to let in Jex.
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Chief honours as far as Luton are concerned
rzust be awarded to the defenders. Both. Hender-
son and Potts played a splendid game, kicking
and tackling almost faultlessly. Abbott was his
- old cool selt between the sticks, and had not the
-+ shightest chance of saving the two successful
shots, which would have Leate 1 any goalkeepers
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1he halves were also good, but not guite so
santillating as usual, with the exception, per-
haps, of Fred Hawkes, and there was a distincy
' fa'ling oft 1n the iorward line. In the first place
Worth had his first day off, and with the excep-
tion of scoring the first geal, did not play up to
| his reputation. Streeton was in that mood .when

raatters retuse to go right, and the same mignt
| be said of Stephenson, who was most carefully
wafched by the opposing half-backs. Wileman
was only moderate, and Jelley was outclassed alto-
- gether. The Croydon forwards adopted an open,
dashing game, and as usual, Yenson, the centre-
Ealf, was the ¢ star >’ man of the team.

Only a minute had elapsed after the kick-off
when Luton gained a corner, from which Streeton
failed 1n an almost hopeless position. Quiet muid-
field play followed, and then Croydon becan to
assert themselves. Two corners fell to them. but
the best attempt was a shot by Allman which

passed just over the bar. Th>» new winger, Jelley .
I, showed his skill by putting across a beautiful
| centre after good combination with Wileman, and
Stephenson missed the goal by inches with &
splendid shot. About twenty minutes from the
start, Iuton scored. Streston sent the ball across
the goal, but Wileman lost coutrol and allowe.l
the goalkeeper to get in his kick. The hall re-
Eouncded off Stephensen, but was again stopped
by the custodian, and just as Newton was tbong
to clear, Worth dashed into the centre and netted,

Croydon looked like equalising 1mmediately
afterwards, Jex receiving a nice pass 1n tront of
goal, but Abbott saved his cross shot rather
casily. A little feelng crept into the game, and
as a result of a number of free kicks awarded
them, Luton kept un a persistent attack. 'They
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were not particularly dangerous, however, and it
came as a surprise when Stephenson, slipping past
the defenders, sent the ball into the net with &
crcoss-shot, from a very awkward position. 1t was
a splendid goal, and typical of most that come
from the centre's fest. At the other end Abboty
brought off one of his clever saves, darting across
the goal at a cross shot, which he just iurned

-round the post for a corner. DBefore the interval

coth teams nearly scored, Allman missing a
‘““@itter ’ for Croydon, and Streeton causing New-

! ton to fumble a hot shot.

‘ominous for the Blues.

Liaton cressed over with o two-goal lead but

they did not hold it long.: Allman broge ciean

through, and although Abbott saved his first shot,
Hemmell, the outside right, sent the ball over th:
goalie’s head into the far ccrner of the net.
Straight frecm the kick-off, Luton atiacked, and

Jelley had a fine charce, but he shot straight a

the custodian and had to be content with a fruit-
less corner. Croydon were now having the best
of the game, and but for bad centreing would
bave besn dangerous. A good cne came at last,
however, and Jex made ne mistake witn his shot,
thus making the scores two-ali.  Luton were
playing a lethargic game, asd the crowd ccn-
stantly called upon them to wake np. The visit-
ing defenders, however, were plaving too well for
them to take this advice, and with Croyaon play-
1ng an open, dashing game, matters began to look
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Only offside prevented the visitors scoring when
thke inside men got clear away, and Abbott had

ard work to dispose of a dargerous cross shot.
JexX was responsible for the best attempt, but
Abbott fisted his sharp, rising shot over the bar,
and similarly disposed of the resultant corner.
Towards the close, Luton woke up, but Worth
made a migserable attempt, and Stevhenson also

failed when placed 1n a scoring position by

Streeton. With the backs volleying the ball well
11 front of goal, Luton maintained a heavy pres-
sure, and some of the mogt exciting play in the
match was seen. Th2ay went near several times,
but not near enoungh and the whistle weunt with

the score :——

LUTON 2, CROYDON 2.
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