LUTON’S STIRRING GAMHE 'WITH

SOUTHEND

A thoroughly well-contosted B-l'ﬂﬁ was fally an- |
ticipated between Lmton and &ﬂuthand ab their
meetine Iast Saturday, for these tearns  were
fi g*hunﬂ' hard to be one of tl}a top.two at the end
aof the aﬂaaml and thus be able to rcinrn to the.
First Division of the Suuthem League.  Luton
wero ' at fudl strength: Soothend had Frost at
~centre-forward after h:a Test, &ﬂd Curry, the ama-
‘teur, was ab mmdﬂJIﬂft - e .

The teams WETO A9 f{}]ﬂﬂw —

Luton Town—Abbott; Henderson ﬂ.nd Potis; E.
Hawlkes, Wileon, and Thompson; Wileman, l{
Hawkes, Step hE'IIEaOE Streston. and Worth, -

Southf:«nd ‘Umtrad — Eahbﬁll Thomson.  and
Spencer; Emery, Moon, and Axcell Wilson, Wile-
man Frost, Curry, ‘and Parke. 2

Referee, Llent W C. vaﬂr {Lﬂlﬁﬂﬁfﬂt)

"The players tﬂﬂh the ﬂa]d carly and started bﬁ—
fore the advertised time (2.45), which was a wise
" decision, for the light would ha.vﬂ been rather bad
lowards the close. There was already @ big crowd
to welcome them. Both teams met with mosv en-
couraging cheers, for the Soathend supporters were
present in considerabie numbers (over 700). With
their bugles and other H{HE’E machines, tlm-:,r
sounded a mer'r:v mmpnny s

TLulon got a.way first, St—ephenaﬂn. dipping ther-
ball out to Wileman, who centred, and Bob Hawkes
dropped the bail just over the bar Tt was a near
thing for Southend, and the home supporiers
cheered loudly. It was early obvious that it was
going o be a very fast game, and soon the Tnited
were galloping down on their right. A free kick
was awarded against Luton, and in a few minutes
the ball was dropping towards the home goal.
Hendorson. jumpsd up bul missed the ball, and
Tred Hawkes. who had run back to.assist, went to
‘head the leather cuiside. It was pa&mnrﬂ* Just over
him, and he kung‘ round, facing his own goal,
and to the greay SUrpriso ‘of everyone, headed 1t
into goal, completely beaiing ﬁ.bbﬂtt' who, of
course, was nob prepared for such an OCCUITONCE.
Hred was ubvmuaiy greatly upset. I:utﬂn bowever,’
‘determined noy ‘tﬂ be down hearted. Bob Hawkes
neatly passed Sbﬂphﬁﬂ&ﬂﬂ, who sent:. oub to
Waorth, bnt the Meft-winger squared his centre 100
much, and it was.an easy malter for the South-
enders to take up the runming. Henderson was
amrlli:mg like a Trman at hack a.nd cleared with a
~dag - _




Backwards and forwards the game went, amidst
tho greatest excitement. SBouthend broke away,
and Wilson sent the ball just the wrong gide of the
upright, afber which Curry made a capifal attempt,
and Abbott did well to ge up to it and tip the bail
over,  Tuton’s Thompson ftried a ground shot,
which one of the backs stopped. Bob Hawkes and
Wilsman struggled hard to  pierce the defence,!
which, however, was wonderfully alive to the siua-
tion. Tho interest then shifted to the home Ileit
wing, from which Worlh centributed a fing ground.

shot. Xebbell gathered and cleared, but he was

within an uce of being beaten a few seconds after, |
wiven Worth shoi. grandly almogt from tho: side
line. Kebbeil just managed 0 steer it to the owi-
gide of the post. He fthen had an argurent. with.
one of the backs, from which it appeared that one,
was trying to blame the other for nearly letting
the ghotf. through and giving them soch a fright.
Luton kept up the atiack, and the Southend right
back (Thomson) handled in the ares. Thompson
was gelected fo taleo the Kick, and to the greatl
delight of the home supporters, neited the equa-
lisa¥. A few moments later the home loft-haiif gol
the hall from . a tackle, and disposed of it 1o
Sireeton, who swung it out to Worth. Bob Hawkes
then received if, but fell close to goal as he was

‘abhouk to shoot.

¥ - L

Fred Hawkes went up as a sixth forward and
pasged t0 hig namesake, who was running througil
nicely when one of the Spubthend halvea stretched
his leg across Bob's paih and pulled him over it.
The action was like a wrestling throw, and never
was & penadty kick more deserved. Fortunately
the incident oceurred in the specified orea, and
Thompeon was again called out of the ranks.
Amidst great cheers, he put Lubon ahead: After
further attacks by Luiton, the visitors became more
prominent, and their Wileman was ronning in to-
wardy gowl when Potts cleared the ball almaost

from the forward’s too, Bouthend prossed viZorous-

ly, and were within n fow yards of goal when

‘one of them shol botween somoe of the Linton defen-

ders. But Abbott had heen waiting in a crouching
atbitude and judged the ball nicely. His clearanco
was a capival suve, Btroeton and Worth next did
good work, and after Wileman had made a dash
but stopped on hig own account because someonc
ghouted ‘¢ Offside,” the vigitors gobt away, [This
was corfainly o cage of ofiside, but the whistle was
gilent, and Abbolt did finely to stop them at the
oxpenee of n cormer. The United 'Hiﬂ{'@d near this
end. and aftor Wilson hadd dodged Potts, he swung

‘tho ball right across in front of goal, where Parke

met it beautifully with his head and nobtted. This
wtnaz_j_ L%H_t» Bbotore half-time, when the score remajued

The Luton players obvlously meant to do their
utmost to get the two points, Steplienson rushed:

up, and then Bireston, near the gonl, charged right

on to o back and smothercd his attompted clear-
anco. Nearly noll the Luson feam were in tho

Southend half, Strecton got thoe refores’s permis-

gion to go off for a chango of atbire, and was on
hid way towards the gale when Potis was in diffi-
culties and Faawd ouf. Tommy looked round and
saw the ball and lifted it over to Lulon's right
wing, A left-foot shol by Stephenson went out-
gide, and then Luton’s end wad visiled. Lator a
lovely first-timer by Streaton skimmed the South:
ensl bar. The pamo was: still running evenly. The
vigibing forwards then lay well up—a {nﬁ]in:,r which
aid, for their halves sent tho ball to them aml
‘rost dashed away., Ho ran out to the right a
Tithlo, gave o look 1o peo where Abbott wid, and
{wisted the ball neross towards the far ocorner.
Tred Hawkos ran back to cover tha gap. The ball
was pacsing balween him and the goal as ho faced:
it, and he atrempted to curve the ball out, but it
wont from his boot smack into the net bohind
Abbott., The homo Glubh’s supporters wore dumb-
founded. Goodness knows how Fred Hawked must
have fell, 1o BSouthend, however, this wig vory
inapiring. and they went away at the gamo agnin
ag thougl it was all due Lo thelr superb pluy,

o W ¢

Abbolt (hrew himeelf db @ :'nra.'r ghort: rango shot
from Frogt and savesl. Then Fred Ilawkos mado
zront offorts (o pol thie ball towards the other aod

! e etcoceded. Hf:ﬂ”ﬁfhll A Btephenson hustled

plone with it, and Jimmy made a hole through' o

‘gtuliborn defence and droyd in o torrifio low shob

which elmply knooked bock Kebbdll's handsos ho




tried o stop it, and found repose In the net, Tho
air was alive with shonting, 11 was now a caso of
both teams going all out for t.r’bﬂ'__w-mmn% goal.
Luton foreed a corner, buf in about the time if
takes (o write it, Southend wero ropeating the
manceuyre ab ihe otlier end. Bolh were fruivless.
Lufon looked the more promising, Worth sent in
a ftorrific drive from (he lefl, and Kebbell did
marvellonsly well (o steer it just oulside ihe post
on the Luton right side. Streeton wext hit the
uprichi. The game was terribly excifing. The
homs team were pressing for all they were worlh.
Kobbell kept ont a shol by tho leff-wingor, but in |
a few momenis Siephanson headed in the goal
which gave Luton the lead. The cheering was
deafening. .Bob Hawkes next gave the goalkeopor
a lester. afler which Soulhend went away ab great
specd, but Polte cleared splandidly and transterred
the ball to Worth, who forced & corner, Both
teams kepi up a tearing pace to the end. Lulon
managed to reiain the mpper hand, the score ab
the final still being =3 ,. Lk

Tho attendance at Tuton's mateh was 6,500, the

receipts being £162. The spectaibors at Croydon's
match nombered 4,000 - | '
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