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CROYDON COMMON v, LUTON. :
‘ Played at Selhurst on Saturday. Result:—
Croydon Common............ 2 goals,
“LAbOR gy SR pachagl 000 nil,

Tho teams were as follow :— I8 ,
Luton—H. Bateman; Henderson and Potte;
F. Hawkes, Wilson, and Thompson ; Wileman,
Streeton, Stephenson, R, Hawkes, and Worth.
| . Croydon Common — Newton; Little and
| Hutchins; Yenson, Bushell, and Pace; Chester,
| Allman, Upex, Jex, and Barnfather. - ,
Referce, Mr, G. L. l\flillm (Kast Dercham).
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Ever sinee the draw was announced which
sont Luton to Selhurst, it was felt that it would
mean a big effort for the visitors to get off with
a win. but it was hoped they weuld at least
draw. and then earn the right of playing in the
competition proper by winning the second
match. The team as seleoted was the same as
, i:iroved_v;cﬁorious in the previous round, but R, .
 Hawkes and Strecton exchanged positions with
a view to the improvement of each wing, but
as events turned out this experiment was not
allowed to continue. and an unfortunate acei-
dent to Stephen_s?n cau?cd anqther re-shuffle, g

Croydon made several changes in the team
which visited Luton earlier in the season,
Bushell, Upex, and Barnfather opposing Luton
for the first time. But the fact was that it
was not altogether the alteration in the home
gide which caused so much misgiving as the
state of the playing pitch at Selhurst, At this
period of the seagon it is always a matter of
doubt as to whether the ground is fit, and the
rain which fell more or lers during the greater
part of the previous week naturally rendercd
| the playing area a regular quagmire and ceér- |
E tainly presented a scvere handicap to the Luton
players, who were of course not so well f
. acquainted with its peculiarities as the Robins. |

. To tell the truth, in many ways it resembled
i certain of the Welsh pitches, except for smze.
- - -

The fact that Crystal Palace were playing at
home spoilt any chance of getting a big gate,
and although certain Croydon officials were |
hoping to see 6,000 prescnt, it was generally |
- agreed that the amount taken, namely, £112.
was as much as could reasonably be expected
' under all the cirecumstances, Still, this means
that poorly as Luton have fared in pecvious
| seasons from the result of the Cup-tios, this will
be the worst of the series for a long time past,
and just when help was most needed, too.

- - . - :

The game opened quietly ; Newton, it is true,
was quickly called upon by Wileman, but the
was from too long a range, and never
caused the least-anxiety. This attempt was f{ol-§
Jowed by several others of the same kind, Bob
Hawkes and Stephenson both trying to find the
‘net from well outside the ;ﬁnﬂv - area. After
'a few minutes’ midfield (;n'y Robins got
‘away and gave Bateman In first shot to stop.
' Ho did not gather cleanly, bnt managed
‘prevent it entering the net, and Chester, who
met the return, could do no better than foree
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; ® Barufather was proving very troublesome on
the left, and it took the combined cfféres of
" Wilson and Henderson to prevent his getfing

Lan a shot after a clever rn down the wing. ;

Although the attack was beaten off, the opeuing

- goal which fwrwmlh weans so much n a Cup-
tic was not long in coming, and in the easiest |

manner possible. The ball was slung ever to |

the left wing, and Upex getting a pass swas |
obsorved to be making strarght for goal« Potts
finding his partner too {ar up the field to be of
any service, erossed over and foroed Upex well |

L on to tlho left, which ihl::ilo;;dﬁ){ other m(hof |

tho field quite unprotect TpEx sorewing

[ the ball aocross, AHman and (Chester had the

: simplost task in the world to score, for either

of them could set the ball and place it well out |

of Bateman's reach, so unmarked were they, |

Allman was the one who received the ppn. md |

he made no mmtakc vmh hu uhot. ~

Luton had a ehmov sOON dtu the Wﬂrﬁ
t when Wileman centred and Little in '
?lvan-d u&hﬁ ball travelled to Wort
atter made a poor attempt. shoot
tarmmely.  As a rule, howaver, the Ro
“Hlaying the smarter footbolk m&
ners foll to them witheat producin
Buteman saved twice in quick
: f’ﬂt B«un!athcrt d then Che

—




good save Erom Upex cloge in, Thompson lucki-
Iy clearing the ball froun the roboun

Just before the mtprval Sberphonqon madae
one of nis echaracteristic 'ddcjh(h down the centre,
and one of the home backs and Yenson were
itent on stopping him. Stephenson managed
to jump over the full-back’s outstretched leg.
but Yenson c1an hed into him, ard the Luton
centre went down cvidently badly injured. It
appe wrs that Stephenson’s knee  received the
full force of either the boot or knee of the Croy-
don half-back and it gave the whole joint a
severe wrench. After a little attention from

Lawson on the field, Stephenson was eventually
carried off on the tramer’s back, and was
attended in the dressing-rocom by a local doc-
tor, who pronounced that although no bones

were broken it was a bad wrench. No further|

score toolk place before the interval, and Croy-
don were qmte d-ei%rxedly lca»dmg at this
stage, :

- * * *

A re- arra,ngement of the forwards was made,
Bob Hawkes and Wileman playing inside to
Werth and Streeton, but, 1 aturally, the centre-
forward was bad]y mjsse)d and for a time
Croydon continued to enjoy the better of the
play. It 1s true Stephenson did come on again
for a few minutes, but after trying to centre
the ball from outside-left, he found 1t was quite
useless, and he limped off the field for good,
without having heen of the slightest service.
Laft with «onh7 four forwards, Luton’s task
seemed somewhat hopeless, but they actually
forced the game for quite a ‘sustained attack,
and hopes arose that even yet an equalising
point might raise the drooping spirits of the
Lutonians on the stand, and they urged their
favouri.tes on with encouraging cries. One
chance at least fell to Taton -when Streeton,
with a clever run, eluded the attentions of the
home defenders a,nd squared the ball almost
from ihe goal-line. The ball came to Worth’s

toe, and it seemed an odds-on chance for al

goal but to the delight of the Robins sup-
porters, he sent the leather yards over, and
Luton’s only real opportumty “ent :

| praetxca,l]v certain that a goal at
this stage . would have forced a replay,
for it was omly fifteen mmuteq from

time, and, with - depleted .forces, it -

would have been go-o-d policy to play a purely
| defensive game, but being still a goal behind,
meant playing the open game in order to forco
the play, and naturally this gave the Robins
more opportunities to get' away. Ba,tema.n.
however, was equal to all the shots which cam

to hand, and it appeared quite likely tho nsr-

rowest posﬁlble ma,rg'm would be the final re-|

sult, although there was just a chance of an
equa} sing gﬂal to encourage Luton until five
“minutes from time, when a badly taken goal

kick quite s .yettled the I'ESu.lt‘ !

' Bat\,maln it appears, el*hzer mizkicked or
kicked the ground when the ball was tipped
back to him, and Upex standing a few yards
eut, had the good fortune to reccive it thh
an open goal to shoot at, and making no mis-
take, scored Croydon’s reoomd pomt All in-
terest at once fell. flut, and it was only a quas-

Siom ofiinvan o-ut 0.

Undoubtealy tnc Robws fully deserved theu' |

1 win on tﬁe actual- pla.y, but Laton were unfor-

{ tunate in losing so important a player for the |

| whole of the second half. It was during this

stage that the most determined offort was “made |

1 to redeem the situation, ‘and with a full for:
| ward line it ig quite pmb}se a different result

| would have come about. Bateman had cer- |

tainly more da.ngerous shohs to stop than New-
| ton, and did well in &afendmg his charge, and

-bm was ‘thernfom unhm sy that the second goal |
s he ‘ ’hhmugh e slip in |




We are asked to say that it was found im-
possible o arrange for getting the interme- |
diate state of the game at Croydon on Satur-
day at the TLuton ‘League match, in conse-
quence of the only ielephone on the ground
being in full use for the London Press, while a
telegram could not have reached the "Town
| ground until after the half-tims and final scores

had been announced, these bein g arranged
| through the usual Preqs agency from London.

Kvery effort was made to get through, but at
last it was given up as hopeless after. consulta-
tion with the Jlocal exchange, where Inquiries
were made before the attempt was finally
given ’. up v . @
A letter has been received from
dlent, protesting against the
petence or unfairness of some
who officiate in the Tuton Wed;
“but as it iz claimed that one
from this sort of thing, I venture to sugeest
. that the partiality may rest quite as much with
- the eritic as with the criticised. In any case,
the letter is not one that we should be justified
3 pablisiime o G b '
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A COTrespon-
alleged  1naom-
of the refereces
wsday matches,
team only suffers
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