NEWPORT . v. LUTON. |
Played at Somerton Park, Newport. on Satur '

day. Resnlt - — LR
Nea ,vport ................... 5 go-al&-. '
Idbion. .o I et RN B ] i oal.

The teams were as follow -— ,

Luton — Abbott; Henderson and Potts: F.|
Hawkes, %ompson and Wilson;: Whemaan [
Mmphy, Stephenson. R. M Hawkﬁ.}, and Wmth

Newport-—Husbands; Perry and Taylor; Thorn-
ton, Lean, and MacDoug 331'1 Hot, Haﬂl, ‘W. Fyfe,
G. Fyf& and Bowd.er. BT i ey

Rﬂ[eree, Mr. F. Curlis (Bristol).

The visit of Luton had been looked forward to
as one of the tit-bits of the season, but the Usk- |
sders’ most -enthasiastic upporter never dreamed
1In his most optimistic vision of the game of the
actual resu.t.  As a madter of fact, when Luton |
arrived on the scene of action, the gaesmeral opinion
was that the locals were in for a licking, par-
ticuiarly as on the previous Thursday they had |
‘given such a sorry show against Mardy. Pmlbly |
thm very fact made the Newport p.ayers derspe- '
rave, and In soine measure explains the mystery
For it must be conceded at the outset thab ﬁshe
home pla,yerh gave a most remarkable display on
~the truly awntiul pinch at Somerton Park—to give |
the Vewpoi g’mumd its local-title, although any-
thing less like a park it is imposesible to conceive. |
- Among the Newport pltaye‘h were two who are
well known ins Luton, the ins-de-right, being Proc- |
tor Hall. who five seasons ago played for Lui@n '
- whi'e G. Fyfe, the inside-‘eft, was the old Watford ,
piayer, a'though he usaally figured at half-back
when visiting Linton for cur newhb{}nrs Tho re-
- mainder of the side would not be so well knmown |
in this part of the world, but Thornton, the right- |
- half, haus been with the Viiia and Stcke and Hus-
j bands and MacDougall Imw piayved in former
seasons for Card:fi City. At the commencement
_0of the season Newport mde very littie stir, but
recently they secured W. Fyfe fmm a lncal side |
caled RI% and he has apparently livened up
the attack and has been a mﬁty frmquﬁm Svmrer
hmm]f -

- Newport s ”'LP nearest Welsh (?) club in the com-
petition, and the journey down was easily accom
plished on Sa,trurday mtornmrg, indeed, it 1S more
cet-at-able than ceveral of the oxd: Firs4 Division |
grounds, the run from Paddington only taking two
hours and a ha.f. As a matter of fm} I\ﬁwm’i‘t.
is in Enclard. but for football purposss I8 gene-
rally assumed to be 5 Welsh cenire, and f{}rr Rugby
.a¥% least gives an Indernatiowal qmﬁﬁcmtmn for |
- Wales. Newport is a town aimost double the size
of Lutom, but Soccer is yetb in its mfancy, and it
- has not carurht Oon 1in the Same way as 11 cemaln

other distrce bs ’
Although the Rugb Club had mo match on
%t~urday, the crowd was very lwile over 2,000,
and the ectimates given in the Press were very
wide of the mark. Among the number were the
whole of the Card:ff Clt"] players, who have (o
vigit the ground in a fortnight’s time, and they
are not looakmg forward ’&0 the visit with any
oroat preasure, for the pitch is abﬁ»ﬂﬂluteny the
worst on which I have seen a serious game payed,
and even iIf the weather improves in the mean-
time, it will be far from ideal this season. It was
given out that {he local officials had been hard at
~work for the past for tmight endeavouring to get
the playing area into deceni condition, but Whllve
there was pienty of evidence of their hard work,
the resu't was far from safisfactory. The mud
‘had been scraped off from about h.alf the ptich,
t and in its place rough ashes had beem snb@trtnt-ed -
but the continuous rain nuliified the effect and the

surface presented a curious eppearance. . With the 1
exceoption of the exireme cormers, rbhem was no
| grass to he seen at ail, the remam:dem of the pitch
being divided between patches of siimy: mfud over
amk'le deep, or a wonderful brack mixtare of a@hm




cleared. and, pioughing through the mud, Lean
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| and water. Agr a consequence, the ball invariably | B

| and it took the visiting players right off their |§

r
.
g

Geo. Fyfe, but his aim was faulty, and it ap- | B
- peared ali danger was past when the ball travelled | &
| wide of the uprights; but contact with the ground | g

-

~the net., giving Abbott no chance whatever.

! Hawkes in particular workinge hig hardest to put
| times he astempted to get through, and aifter |§

to five by netting from tem yards’ range before |

- could take his shot.

- Just on time Luton made a rush for the Newport | B

‘seen on the groumd. But it must be confesmed the ||
 keenness was moetly on one sgide—and that not |}

| win, and the only excuse tﬁh::}t* can rged on | §
behalf of Lmton was the terrib'e gtate of the pitch, |

| wingers, and W. Fyfe, popula Lol
i8 quite a capable cemire. Thoe defemce do not |
| gtand on ceremony, and wero quite content to get |
| a kick at the ball without waiting for it to bounce, |
| and this game paid under the circumstances. |

L

stopped dead every time it touched the ground, | §

game and they never got over the handicap; hence | §
the big turn-up, for it was a surprise even to the | &

1 locals, and was advertised by the Newport Press|g
't as a " Greal Surprise’’ on the contents bilis. |8
i The start was disastrous from a Luton point of | §

view, 1or after a temporary visit to the home quar- | §

ters,. MacDougall - intercepted, and plouzhing |§
through the mire, cutpaced F. Hawkes and Hen- | §
derson. and, lifting . the ball well iaic the goal | B
mouth, brought about an opening goal inside two | g
minutes, The attempt to score was made by [ §

abouy a yard inside the playing area brought it to | g
a dead stop, and before the Luton defence realised | §
the danger, W. Fyfe had dashed up, and bringing | g
the leather back a yard or two, promptly drove | §

This early suceess undoubtedly had a great in- | §
fluence on the game, and the locals put in any | ¥
amolunt of ewergy, to the discomfiture of the |E
Lutonrans, who coulM not adapt themselves to the | §
awlul conditions. But it was midway through tho | §
first half before any addition was made to the | §
score, and then two goals came in quick succes- | §
sion. A run through on the part of Bowdler led | E
up to the first of these. Although Abbott got the | g
ball away from the initial attack, the ball was | E
returned by Holt, who sent in a fine cress drive | §
from the wing, which found the net. From the | §
kickoff Worth forced a corner, which Taylor:§

passed the ball to MacDougad, who, in a simiiar
styte {0 when the opening goal was scored, trans-

| ferred to Geo, Fyfe. and the latter losing no time, | §

sent it on for W. Fyfe to dash up and head into | §

Crossing over with a three-gcal lead, Newport | 8
were content for a time to rest on vheir laurels, ||
and Luton made their most determined effort of | §
the match to bring aboui an alteration, Bob |§

a beiter complexion on the game. Two or three | B

Perry had twice prevented his getting in a shot, | §
he succeeded in bringing his Welsh bag of goads | B

Husbands could get to the ba'l, although he left | §
his goal in an endeaveur to reach it before Bob |&

Encouraged by thia, Luton kept up the pressure, | 8
without., however, geiting in many actual shote. |}
But all hope of drawing, much less winning, fled |
when a lucky fourth goal came about from a curl- |
inr shot evident!ly intended for a centre by Holt, ||
but which found its way jndt inside the angle of | §
the bar and upright in the far corner of the net. | §

goal and forced a corner, bat this being cleared, |
the ball was promptly at the oppesite end of the ||
fiold and Geo. Fyvfe geiting a pass from the right | |
wing. put on a fifth goal from close range. { A

The local comment after the game was that it |}
was the keenest., deanest, and ‘ muddiest ”’ game

Luton. Certainly Newport were full value for a | §
o urged on

and the fact that the home sidel were more d
to such conditions. Abbott wag not _to blame for |
the heavy defeat, but otherwise the Luton Elayers
CaINe dout s?mnd ]Pfcrst ierb overy dﬂmrbm(}:n it -ﬁOn ;
Saturday’s form, Newport pocsess a coup'e of 1ine |
wpularly dubbed ‘' Ike,” |
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