NEWPORT . v. LUTON.

Played at Somerton Park, Newport. on Satur
day. Result :— 5o

The teams were as follow :—

Luton — Abbott; Henderson and Potis: F.
Hawkes, Thompson, and Wilson; Wi}em@n,l
Murphy, Stephenson, R. M. Hawkes, and Worth.

Newport-—Husbands; Perry and Tayler: Thorn- |
ton, Lean, and MacDougall; Hot, Hall, 'W. Fyfe,
. Fyfe, and Bowd.er. * '*

Referee, Mr. F. Curtis (Bristo)).

The visit of Luton had been looked forward to
as one of the tit-bits of the season, but the Usk- |
siders’ mest -enthasiastic upporbter never dreamed
1In higs most optimistic vision of the game of the |
actual resuat.  As a maditer of fact, when Luton |
arrived on the scene of action, the general opinion |
was that the locals were in for a licking, par-
ticuiarly as on the previous Thursday they had
given such a sorry show against Mardy. Possibly
this very fact made the Newport p.ayers despe-
rave, and In soine measure explains the mystery
For it must be conceded at the outset that the
home players gave a most remarkable display on |
the truly awiul pinch at Somerton Park—to give
the Newport ground its 'ocal-title. aithough any-
thing less like a park it is impossible to conceive.

Among the Newport playerms were two who are
well known ingLuton, the ins'de-right being Proc-
tor Hall. who five seasons ago played for Luton,
whl'e G. Fyfe, the inside-‘sft. was the old Watford
piayer,-a.thoughn he usoally figured at half-back
when visiting Luiton for cur neighbours. Tho re-
mainder of the side would niot be so0 well kmown
in this part of the world, but Thornfon, 1he right-
half, has been with the Viiia and Stoke, and Hus-
bands and Macliougail have piayed 1n former
seasons for Card:ff Ciay. At the commencement
of the season Newport made very littie stir, but
recently they secured W. Fyfe from a local side
called Risca, and he has apparently livemed up
the attack and bas been a pretty frequent scorer
himself. e s AR e
Newport is the nearest Welsh (?) club in the com-
petition, and the journey down was easily accom
plished on Satmrday morning; indeed, it 1S more
get-at-abie than several of the oxd Firsi Division
grounds, the run from Padd:ngton only taking two
hours and a haf. As a matter of fact, Newport
is in Eneland. bat for football purposes 18 gene-
rally assumed to be a5 Wclsh cenire, and for Rugby
aX least giver an Internatioval qualification for
Wales. Newport is a town aimost double the size
of Lutow, but Soccer is yvet in its imfancy, and it
has not caught on in the scame way as 1an cemnain
other districts. ' '

Although the Ruegby (lub had mo match on
Saturday, thz crowd was very liitle over 2,000,
and the ectimates given in the Press were very
wide of the mark. Among the number were the
who'e of the Card:ff City players, who have to
visit the ground in a fortnight’s time, and they
are rot looking forward to the visit with any
oroat preagsure, for the pitch is absoluteiy the
worst on which I have seen a serious game p'ayed,
and even If the weather improves in the mean-
time, it will be far from ideal this season. It was
given out that the local officials had been hard at
- work for the past fortmight endeavouring to get
the playing area into deceny condition, but while
there was plenty of evidence of their hard work,
the resu't was far from satisfactory, The mud
‘had becen scraped coff from about half the pitch,
and in its place rough ashes had been substituted,
but the continuous rain nuliified the effect and the
surface precsented a curious appearance. With the
exception of the extreme cormers, there was no
grass to be sean at ail, the remaimder of the pitch
being divided between patches of siimy mud, over
ankle deep, or a wonderful biack mixtiire of ashes




and waier. Ags a consequence, the ball invariably
stopped dead every time it touched the ground,
and 1t took the visiting players right off their
game and they never got over the handicap; hence
the big turn-up, for iv was a surprise even to the
loca’s, and was advertised by the Newport Press
as a ' Great Surprise ”’ on the contents bilis.
The start was disastrous from a Luton peoint of
view, for after a temporary visit 1o the home quar-
ters, MacDougall intercepted, and ploughing
- througn the inire, outpaced F, Hawkes and Hen-
| dersonn. and, hifting the ball well into the goal
| mouth, brought about an opening goal inside two
minutes, The attempt to score was made by |
r

Geo. Fyfe, but. his aim was faulty, and il ap-
peared ali danger was past when the ball travelled
wide of the uprights, but contact with the ground
aoouy a yard inside the playing area brought it to
a aead stop, and before the Luton defence realised
the danger, W. Fyfe had dashed up, and bringing
the leather back a yard or two, promptly drove

This early success undoubtediy had a great in-
fluence on the game, and the locals put in any
amolunt of energy, to the discomfiture of the
Lutonrans, who coud not adapt themselves to the
awlul conditions. But it was midway through the
first half before any addition was made to the
score, and then two goals came in quick succes-
- s1on. . A run through on the part of Bowdler led

up to the first of these. Although Abbott got the
- ball away from the initial attack, the ball was
returned by Ho't, who sent in a fine cross drive
from the wing  which found the net. From the
kick offi Worth forced a corner, which Taylor
cleared. and, pioughing through the mud, Lean
passed the ball to MacDougald, who, in a similar
styse to when the opening goal was scored, trans-
ferred to Geo Fyfe. and the latter losing no time,
sent it on for W. Hyfe to dash up and head into
the net. giving Abbott no chance whatever.
 Crossing over wiith a three-gcal lead, Newport
- were content for a time to rest on their laurels,
and Luton made their most determined effort of
the match to bring about an alteration, Bob
- Hawkes in particular working hig hardest to put
a beiter complexion on the game. Two or three
times he adtempted to get through, and alter
Perry had twice prevented his getting in a shot,
he succeeded jn bringing his Welsh bag of goals
to five by neiding from temn yards’ range before
- Husbands could get to the ba'l, although he left
his goal in an endeaveur to reach it before Bob
- could take his shot. .
' Encouraged by this, Luton kept up the pressure,
~without, however, geiting in many actual shote.
" But all hope of drawing, much less winning, fled
when a lucky fourth goal came about from a curl-
- ing shot evidently intended for a centre by Holt,
but which found its way inst inside the angle of
the bar and upright in the far corner of the net.
Just on time Luton made a rush for the Newport
goal and forced a corner, bat this being cleared,
the ball was promptly at the oppesite end of the
fiold. and Geo. Fyfe getting a pass from the right
wing. put on a fifth goal from close range. |
The local comment after the game was that it

was the keenest. dleanest, and ‘‘ muddiest ' game
seen on the groumd. But it must be confesmod the
keennesy was mostly on one glde—and that not
Luton. Cerlainly Newport were full value for a
wim, and the only excuse that can be urged on
behalf of Lnton wes the terrib'e gtate of the piteh,
and the fact that the homeo side were more uveed
to such conditions. Abbott wag not to blame for
the heavy defeat, but otherwise the Luton Flayers
- came oul second best in every department. On
Saturday’s form, Newport poccess a couple gf ﬁng
wingers, and W. Fyfe, popularly dubbed * lke,
is quite a capable cenire. The defence do not
gtand on ceremony, and wero quite content to get
a kick at the ball without waiting for it to bounce,
‘and this game paid under the circumstances. .
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