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SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
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A CATASTROPHE

NIEWPORT COUNTY RUN RIOT.
PROMOTION PROSPECTS DANMAGHED.

T'he result of Liuton’s Southern League match at
Newport on Naturday came as a great shock o
Lutonians. Yhe County were not regarded as a
particularly stiff hurdlz in the race for promotion,
and the defeat by the large score of o-1 gives
Luton less rope 1n some of their h&rder matches,
as well as damaging their goal average. Luton
have ten more matches to play. only tour being
at home, Swansea, Ton Peutre, Newport County,
and Aberdare, while' the remainder are to be
played at Croydor, Southend, Cardifi, Swansea,
Ton Pentre, and Llanelly. The first four of the
away matches are very difficult propositions in-
deed, and the promotion race 1s bound to be
rather too close to be vnleasaut.

Except for the fact that Stephenson returined |
to his old place at centre-forward, Smith being |

‘dropped, Luton bad the same team out as in their |

previous match. The long journey into Wales
was not commenced until ten o’clock on Saturday |
rworning, ard this may to some extent account |
for the poor performance Lutor made. One must |
no$ lose sight of the fact, however, that Newport, |
County plaved en exceptionally brilliant game,

and hardly ever enabled Lmton, who found them- |
selves all at sea on the grassless pitch, to setile |
dewn. Haonderson and Potts had a very busy |
atternoon, and it was not their faﬁuit_, nor |
Abbott’s. The halves were only mosderate, and 1a |

!

the forward line, Bob Hawkes was the only plaver

‘to live up to his reputation. He seemed to be

everywhere, and scored Luton’s solitary goal.

. Stephenson started for Laton, and sent %o
Murphy, who tricked F yte, but was pulled up by
McDougall, who, with a fine run, passed to

| Bowdler. | The latter ran on. anrd passed to W.

._‘T | ; : - i
f}‘_} i whq scot ed for N ewport amidst great en-
lusiasm within two minutes of the start. This

l
roused the visitors ' ‘
. € visitors, and Wileman raced away and | |

torced a corner. Holt, however, secured. and
brilliant combination by Howell, TFyfe ! and
Bowdler again placed the visitors’ line in dja.ng‘er '
but Bowdler wag ruled offsice. Another oreat run
by the Newport left saw Holi clear. ﬁe cdrove
hard to Abbott, who saved brilliantly. An error
by Thornton let the visitors in, and Murphy tested
Husbandz, who proved sate, and Thornton wa-cst

responsible for again placing the Strawplaiters on

q
the defer sive Slingirg the ball :
: gieg ¢ Il abgut, th -

team non-plussed the visitors, bus many fhillcl}(ig ]
| 1

!

to score were lost owing to Infringing the offside
rule by over-eagerness.



From a free kick Luton got down, but Taylor
hecked them, and Hawkes, smartly foliowing up,
revented him clearing, but brilliant work by the
lewport forwards ended 1n Holt scoring another
oal amidst frantic enthusiasm. Unfortunately

or Newport, Fyfe was more or less of a passenger,

- having been hurt early in the game. A. deter-|

ood effort on the home goal by Wileman and
qurphy wag checked by Parry, and 'fr‘om a
“dicicus kick by McDougall, George Fyie sent
oross to W. Fyfe, who beat Abbott, and -placed
\Newport three goals up, atter 25- minutes’ play.
from the kick-off Stephenson tried desperately,
1id oot through, but Parry cleared with a huge
cick.  Another brilliant attack initiated by
VicDougall, who was playing a great game, Wds
topped by Potts, and a foul against Liean put
he Usksiders on the defensive. Taylor robbed
Murphy and sent down to Holt, who shot, bus
Abbott saved at the expense of wa fruitless
-orner. At the interval Newport led by 3-0.

Within a minute of the re-start the homesters
were swarming arounc Abbott, who cleared m
turn from Holt and Ike Fife. Bob Hawwkes, who
was trying hard, brought off a fine run, but
the ex-international was pulled up by Lean. Ilke
Fife was fouled by Potts when going well for goal,
but nothing resulted from the free-kick. A moment
later the referee had oceasion to speak to a player
or either side. Parry missed his kick, and Bob
Hawkes slipped through, but was pulled up in
the nick of time by McDougall. After Fyfe had
orazed the bar with a shot, Bob Hawkes ran
through the defence.. Husbands ran out of his
goal and missed the ball, so that the ex-inter-
national had only to touch the leather into the
ret for Luton. rectly afterwards Murphy was
rearly through, but Fyfe intercepted. Luton
were now having the better of it, but the shppery
state of the ground handicapped their shooting.

A burst by Bowdler brought Newport relief.
He forced a corner, and from the free kick a fierce
struggle took place in Luten’s goal-mouth, »nd
MecDougall at last kicked behind. Fyfe was next
nearly through, then Hall brought off one of his
characteristic runs, and with a grand shet from the
line scored Newport’s fourth goal with an attempt
that Abbot apparent was unable to see, as he
made no effort to save 1t. Another call was thei
made on Abbott by Bowdler, but the latter missed
a most easy chance. Playv now slackened con-
siderably, and the heavy ground was havine a
palpable effect on the playvers. A dash Hby
Bowdier nearly brought another goal, but Abboit
' brought off a grand save. Two free kicks to
Laton relicved the pressure but Newport were
soon back, and George Fyfe just headed over.
Directly afterwards the same plaver headed the
kall thirough. Result:— sai |
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