CROYDON COMMON v. LUTON.

Played at Selhursi-on Saturday. ResuM :—
Croydon Common ......... e

- Luton o oo

- The teams were as foillow:— =
- Luton—H. Bateman; Henderson and Poite: F.
~Hawkes, Thompson, and Wilson: Wileman,
- Murpby, Smith, R. Hawkes, and Johnson,
~_ Croydon Common — G, Whatson:” Little and
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Hucchins; Yenson, Bushel, and Pooo; Chester,
- Allman, Page, Upex, afd Barnfather.
Ketereo, Mr. F. Baron (Baiing). =
, Originaiiy fixed for Feb. 1st, this Southern

Alilance match was brought forward a week at the
request of Croydon, to avoid ciashing with the
F.A, Cup-tie at the Crystal Palace. It was rocog-

- nised #hat the result would have an important
psaring on the championehip, amd quite 4,000 epec-

tatorg ascembled. The three previous games be-
iween the {eams this season had resnlted in a
win, draw, and loss to each side. and.therefore the
Robins now have the advantage TN
It will be observed boih teams were relying
upon their amateur goalkeepers, and the only |
othbor lne which had undergone any material
change since the Cup«ic was forward. Crovdon _
~ pilayed their latest capture at eentre-forward. but-
Upex was retained in vhe front rank to the exclu-
#ion of Jex. On the other hand, Luton had only
Wieman and R. Hawkes of their Oup-tie van- |
guard. ' _ A St

The opening movement led up {o a long-range
shot from Page, but Bateman promptly digposed of
this, and before the spectators had seitied down
Luton were a goal up, and a fine 9f»oﬂum‘, it wag.
Johnson coming through in great Ly-e, beal off |
the attentions of both Yenson and Liiile, and
dropping the leather nicely across, Wileman, who '
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. rebounded through, to the relief of the home gpec-

| concede yei anciher cormer when hard pressed,

- cassion, while a minule later Henderson just
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rather emvhasised those given against Luton. A

had worked into the goal-mouth. beat Watson with
& spiendidiy-placed hall. Evidenily the Robins |
were rather surprised by t{his early Svccess, and
-9l SOme¢ minaies Luion monopolised the attack, |
wilirout, however, seriously testing Wadeon. .

Al the opposite goal Rateman failed to gather |
properly another long shot from Page, but he just
m;_):n;-tgf—;l to dodge Upex when thai player mado
4 <asn jor posgession. Then followed another dash- |
IDg reh on the part of Jcohneon, which culmi- |
rated in a dangerouslooking centre, but Watson
&a?{-‘d cloveriy, and after a spell of gquiet play the
bail was brought info the vicinity of the lsion |
goal. Henderson, in tryire to clsar, counld do
0 better than kick a corner. This was waell placed
by Chester, and Page meciing the ball with his
head, neatly turned it into goal. Bateman - just
managed to provent it enterinmz the net direct. but |
could only puiich the ball on ihe upright%, and it

tators, who did not at all relish secing their side
a goair pehind. No one could blame Bateman. for
he did well {0 touch the ball at ail as it glanced
off Page’s head.

From this point tho locals never looked back,
and within a2 minute Bateman was compelied to

But this was not s0 we!l placed ag the former ons. |
Bateman saved from Page and Upex in guick suc-

managed 10 Stop Upex as he was making direct for ;
goak. There was a clamour for a penalty. but
the referee would not agree, and eventually Bate-

man cieared, Hernderson finally putting the ball

weul down the field . -

But the relief was not for long, and Allman
golling a passg from his partner, squared the ball
fcr Upex to put on the winning goal from close
range. Several Luton players made the fztal mis- ‘

take of not playing to the whistle, or this disaster

itghi not 'have happemed at this stage. If ap-
pears that Wilson was pushed cver by Ohasber wall
down the fie'd, and a foul undoubtedly should have
bean awarded, but the referee had not seen it, and
hoe allowed the game to proceed. Btiil, on the run t

of ‘the game, the Robinsg were guite entitied to the
lead. Aldhongh Smith had a chsnes to equalise
bofore 4he interval, he falled to teks advantags,
and Watson, dashing out. saved the situation.
Thers was a swoppage for the referce to adminis-
ter & cauntien te Smith for something that hod-
pened 1n the goal-mouth following a centre from
Johnson., The crowd suecuced for thes Luton player
to be sent off, but they were sileny a minute later
when the referee gave Hutchins a similar warning i
for his taclics in a scramble. On the whole the
game was pleasantly contested, and half-tame
fournd the Robins leading by the odd goal in thres,
Bob Hawkes made a2 gallant attempt to egualise

Watson gaved well, and the game became co.our-
less for some minutes afterwards. On the whole,

- however. the Robine were more oiten the aitacking
| party. Upex in particniar.getiing dangoercis oOnce
[ or twice, but no further impreszion- was made
{ doring the fired part ¢f the final " 45.% | |

Luton certainly made a slight diversion as 4
result 'of a free kick, M111';;:‘:-_l:}.‘jis:l having hard
Inck with a good, hot drive which wag itraveiling
in the right directicn, but the ball rebournded off

a2 Crovdon defender who happened to siand in the

way. Thempson meeiing the return, sent jt. well
over, and the opportunity passed. A eimilar award
to Croydon also promised 1o resuit in a goal, bub
Bateman pounced on the ball, although he' was
forced over the line while holding, and a comner
kick resulted. This was well placed, ard twoe or
three atfempts were made to get it through, but
eventually Yenson cent the ball fiying over the

- matiers with a fine drive from 30 yards’ range, but ;

Fouls were now rather frequent. both sides being
at faut. although. as usual, the home crowd

loud shout went up for a free kick when Thompson
robbed Page in midfield by a clever and perfectly
fair tackle; indeed, it was one of the best efioms
the Luton centre-half put in dering the game, and
the rcferee paid no heed to the c’amounr. Butb
about a aquarter of an hour from the finish, all
hope of Luton saving the game vanished when a
penalty kick was presented to Croydon, It is
pretty certain the referse made a migtake on this
occasion, for Henderson simply went for the ball
at the same fime as Barnfather, and the latter
fall when Jenderson reached out his leg w0 get the
ball. Howeover. the referce gavo the penaity, and
Upex sending in a swift drive, gave Bateman no

chance to save.

It was now merely a question of playing oul
time, for Luton gave no evidencelof bsing able to
pull the game out of the fire, and little interest
was taksn until about two minutes before the
finigh. At thir late stage of the game Luton

were awarded their first corner, and, curiously,

Wileman, who took the flag kick, actually had to
take no fower than four corners in SuCCESSION
before dangcer wag averted, this being aboni the
longest sustaiped attack Luton put up' during a
rather uneventiul game. R 7 Fs
There was always a chance for an equansing
point while the margin was ons goal only, but

takine the mafch through, the Robins fully de-
| perved their win. They were just that little bit

| superior in every department, with the posible ex-

coption of goal, where Waison was not tested suffi-

| eient'y to bring out his powers in comparison with
Bateman. Probably’ the greatest difference be-

tween the two teams was at full back, for Little

| anid Hutchins always appeared able to tepel the

.

mewhat fesble attempis of the ILuton fromt
':i}r:irsg . while Henderson and Potis were often hard

presced and were lucky several times to it ont ot
1 awkward situations, i .. ut

The home halves apea | taodo much b&ﬁtér'with'

1 200 0 ben they gof it than the Luton trio, and
| the ba i mhed a5 4 feeder to his inside forwards,
‘while Yenson an

. Pace were strongest in defence,
Fred Hawkes was the most successfal of the Luton

1 iddle line. The Luton forwards did not impress
ﬁfdalg a combination, Wileman and Bob Hawkes
| peing the two who mostly threatened danger. John-

| gon’s ran which led up to the first goal was a fine
! one, but someliow he seldom soemed able 0 got
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the ball in the latlar gta%es. Murphy was clever at
times and tricked his half neatly, but was ofien
robbed by being {00 long in making up his mind
what to do with the ball. Smith, however, played
a very poor game and was little in evidence.
Upsx., moved, to inside-left, appeared 10 bo the
leader of most of the Croydon attacks, although
Page was quite a success in the centre, and the
line as a whoie were more effective than Luton.
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