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Luton lose thelr hold on Southern
Alha.nce Ghampmnshlp. '
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cmmmou REPEAT THEIR CUP TIE|*
EICTORY - ,“

After the e\pﬁ'rlen{}e at Newport, the Nest at n
Selhurs), which bears a bad reputation, was. quite
a decent pitch on Saturday. It is true it is un-
even, am{d except for the corners almost bare of
grass, but:at least it had a fairly firm surface, and
in some particulars was in eyen better condition
than the TLuton ground, for it was not so soft in
the goal maouth The matech was advertised as a
“Bd.ttlne of the Leaders,” and the crowd numbered
about 4,000, which must be accounted pretty good
for an Alliaﬂce: match. Of course, with the Paluace
away 1t gave ‘the home club a, hefter chance: of
getting a paying gate. This was the:. reason of
the change of -d;:aft«e and {1t 1s. mndersm@d +Lauton |-

- xeceived 'a ﬁnmcna,l mn51de1 &tmn to- | &b@mﬂ' the

Sxture forwa,rd, o B 2
Three cha,ngvs Xere ma,dc m the Lu’mn srie from

“i2 the prewous week. H: ‘Bateman, aspusual im Alli-| ",

1
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. ance matches, played in goal,.and.  as Stephenson
© . Was away homf_ in preparation for his W&ddmt,
~ which takes place at Ashington - Tro-da;y,a Smith |
1:-_; _onee  morse occu]gled the centre,  position, " while| o
'Jﬁh.naﬂxb ﬁfruredmt ontside left din place of Worth. |
{'Th& I‘L‘O'Hlaﬂ* GutSIdB left | is mr1;q1}05m1 ﬁnd ”bhe

ﬁﬂﬂtm‘ on Sa.turda,y m&rmngL oxdered; Jim. o 1o

“mam, indoors »"fﬂg& ,c'l&‘y or twe. 1On. the ' Crﬁ;ydﬂ n

“side Gny Wat tzon rwas- in. wodl; ‘Newa}n mesting
- awith van: mjury. .f;,t Southampt@n ong the" Wedm_.-_-.-
ﬂay, imd Page rﬂ, Hﬁle‘Elgl ediDros, swassin bhe
. Gerntre, . Up—ex 1oying to' inydé 1le¢t;, tﬁ,thrajgexc}us1t}xll
“of Jex. Ot-herw,lsfe the teamewe“e the same as in
the recent cup—tle the namﬁs {)f the piayeis bE“I.D
as foilow:—

Luton:—H. B‘itfeman Henders&n and. Potts e
Hawkes, Thompson, Wllson o Wﬂﬁman Mumhj',
Smith, R. Hawkes and «‘jehnson

C‘roydon Common :—G. Watson ; Little and Hut-

-'chms, Yenson, Bushell and . Pace Chest/eu:' All-

man, Page, Upex, and Baszather

In the first minute Pa,ge &hot in from loncr range,.
but Bateman was quite unhampered and e.asﬂy
cleared, ard Johuson getling away from the halt-

way. linef ran throuch in fine style, beating all op-

position before centring the ball. It was placed
just far enough back to prevent Watson getting
to it, and yet .in a grand position for scorrag.
Murphy and Wileman were both on the spot to
meet the centre, and the first-named let. the ball

Referee Mr. F. W. Barton, Ealing. e 1

go to Wileman, vfho placed it throvgh with =
clean drive. For ﬂomo minutes aft er thls Lutoa

looked likely to increase their score and the crowa

called upon the Robins to play up. Another centre
from Johnson was spoilt through Smith beihg

offside, while a mislick by Hutchins went, dirsct
tc Smith 'The centre shou)d have improved ih:
occasion, but he waited too long, and Little saved
the situation with a big kick down the field. John-
son tried Watson with a..clever cross drive, and

the local goalkeeper pleased the spectators byl

The manner he cleared the dfmger

equalising goal. Tge ball being finely placed Page
headed towards the far corner of the net. Bate-
man, however, just got his hands to the ball, only
to hit 1tl on to the upmtrht and it rebounded into

the net. It was unlucky in a way, for Bateman

did well to get to it at all, and his work de&ewed

a better fate. From this point. Luton were never
rea.lly likely ' winners, and Bateman was ‘badly
*“tucked” up once or twice before the  Robins got

the lead. Once, however, Luton got the ball well

mto the h-ome penalty area, but Smith made &

silly foul, and. the free kick, of course, negatived
all the work whach; led: up to the opening.

A few. minutes ibefore half-time Croydon took

the lead, but /it is.doubtful if they would have
done' so at ;. this stage if certain .of the Luton
players had not, stopped to appeal for a foul.
Chester and Wilson were both going for the ball,
and the Clmydon playel deliberately pushed Wil-
son in the back. and thus prevented him getting
the ball, Wilson going down. Chestir gave All-
man a ﬁne chance 1o ¢ ﬂt clmr and the latter put
the ball across for U*m‘: to score, tcm 1 stand-

The first eorner of the match led up to hc

i



‘ing quite helpless. Just on the interval the
'\ referee -cautioned Smith and Hutchins for foul

‘| Town 1.
| to improve the situation with a long shot from

caught with those sert. The, Luton'att‘a,ck_' S Was
shortlived, and most of the play took *pl.aee-__l}l;j..; the
Luton half of the field. A grand run and centre

| Upex met the ball on his head, but got a trifle
| too far under it, deflecting it away from the goal.
| He went down like a log, and the: game had to
| be stopped to enable him to recover from the
-effects of his contact with the ball. Luton had
| another chance from a free kick, Murphy putfing
In a hard «irive which would have found the net
only 1t struck Hutchins in transit and rebounded to
Thompson, who however tailed ‘to live up, to his
Teputation as a ‘shot, and fired yards over. s
Abowt a quarter of an hour ‘before the finish
the referee made a terrible blunder by awardin g
Croydon ‘a penalty kiek when Henderson blocked
the ball as Barnfather was running in. The little
winger actually jumped at Henderson, but falling
« | over just a foot or so-inside the fatal area the
| referee, to 'the surprise of even the Croydon
b offictals on the stand, pointed to the penalty spot.
Upex 'was entrusted with the kick, and gave Bate-
man no chance, thus making the score 3—1 in
tavour of the Robins. All mterest in the game|
Wwasmew over,iand the only incidents worth noting
were“a  succession of four corner kicks taken by
Wileman without leavine the vicinity of the flag.
Bué ‘nothing: came of them and the final whistle

'l.h

went w:.t{}%the score—Croydon Common 3, Luton 1.

~COMMENT ON THE PLAY AND PLLAYERS.

#Victory undoubtedly went to the smarter side
on the day’s play, the Robins, with little or no
chance of -promeotion in the Second Division being
rather .keen, on ithe Alliance championship..: Cer-
tainly their ‘backs were much superior to the
Laton pair -on Baturday, and it was seldom the

Laton forwards were allowed to get in a shot at| ti

Watson.  :Bushell was scarcely so prominent as in
the cup-tie. Still he played a clever game, and

! play, the incidents following €ach other in quick
‘| succession, - Half-time: Croydon Common 2, Luton

¢« Immediately after the 1*,%%1:&1‘1; Bob Hawkes tried

| thirty yards’ range, but Watson was mnot %o bel

by Chester looked dikely to lead up . to.a. goal.

fed his forwards nicely, and was the best player | L
1n this division. The newcomer, Page, justified |18

his inclusion, ‘and. kept up his record of scorine al

gonl in ‘every game in which he has tak-en part

| for Croydon, while Upex was quite as dangerous| ¢o
a customer “at inside left as in the _centre; ‘and | th

cyused the Luton defence many any

Luton were best served by Batema , 'F. Hawkes,
‘Wileman, R. Hawkes and Johnson. the others
being only fair. Bateman was perhaps most in

s moments. | Bi

the picture, and it was 7o fault of his the came | (H

~was ‘lostl. ‘Henderson and Potts have both played,
- sounder: games, while the halves, with the excep-
tion -of Fred Hawkes, were too prone to feed the
home ‘baeks,. who always appeared to be taking
free Kicks.. Wileman was the most dangerous for-
ward taking®he game through, although no one
worked -hare 11 ‘Bob Hawkes to retrieve the

Dy Y ;_FH'-TI;_ by . oif
position. JGhnsongin his old position, opened out
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In ‘fine style, bu £ he got very little to do after-
wards, andwas. 6" 0 much in evidence in conse-
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OEPe is at least one consolation. A [ at .

‘WasPut up than in the cup-tie, and 1t | Be¢
’  _—{.+ J’mvement will continue so that SD‘E
VISIE Selhurst in- three weeks’ time the
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