- against any match being played in the Metropoli- |

CROYDON COMMON v. LUTON. S

. ser
Played at Seclhurst on Saturday. Result :— by
Erqyd{m Common ......... 4- goals. IfI{)l«;

6, ) e A e e L T 4 goals. eff

The teams were as follow - — WO

Luton — Abbott; Henderson and Potts; F.|da

\ _ Hawkes - _ de
Wileman, M. Price, Ssmith, a,ng %&d’%rtimphemn’ LY

Hawkes, Wilson, and R.

GI‘C“Y(IO‘H (‘J‘OIMEOII_HN ewton: Litt: nd H :
YGHB’D‘I], Bu,ﬂhﬂ:l, and Pace: (/‘“’l *:a_h s a‘ ugtﬂhl‘]lﬂ;
Upex, and Barnfather BB, Aﬂmm, Page,

Referce, Mr. J. Taiks, Lincoln.

Luton made their third appear:
alt the Nest, Seiburst, on gftm
they did better in the SCOTINE
occaslon. of the two provious v.gits. the Robins |

ay, and although

als0 added 0 their earlier scores, and thus came | Ct
Qiu't. victors once more, It is certairly curious | th
that both ciabs have managed to add one goal | t

10 their provious total on emch occasion since the | i

Cup-tie, when it wu! ba remembered the score | T!
- 8tood 2—0 in favour of the home club.: Apparent- | ar

ly Croydon have now setiied upon their best com-

bination, for yith the exception of the goalkee nx
1 r : Qi goalkeeper, | I
t;ﬂﬂy played the exact team which won tﬁh@l S
&ﬂuthefm Aliance points three weeks ago. On the | *°
cotaer hand, Luton had no fewer than eigh? posi- | ti

tiong d:fferently filled than was the cage in the
match 1n question, although only four different
p.Jayers were a-mtrx':x.l]y in"?;r-&d aced into the team.
Of theso, the oniy one making his first appear-
ancs was an amateur, M. Price, who hails from
Sheffield distriet, and was in‘roduced to the notice
of the D.rectors by a member of the Supporters’
Club committee. He was given the post of centre-
forward on his reputation as a goal-scorer im his.
own c.ass, but unfortunately he failed to find the
target on Salurday. Thompson wag unable to piay |
on acceunt of an injury sustained agalnst Swan-
sea, but Wileman, who also got in the wars im
the same match, was abe to resume, and took
his or:gimal pogition at _inﬁﬁld&-fi-ght. |

On a.rrivﬂ at S¢ Panecras the outlook was .‘a.ll‘

ton area, as il was as dark as ‘midnmight, and in- |
. quiries wero made over the ’phone as to the possi-

. bifty of the gaive being p.ayed, but 1t was soom |
. discovered: that the fog did noi reach to Sehurst,
although 1t was very misty and uncomfortable on |
account of the drizzling rain. 'The home officials |
were bemoaning the fact that this would prevent |-
their prospect of taking a Tecord gaie. As 1t
was. there would be over 3,000 spaciators, but this |
was far. below the expecged number.

When the players took the field together with
 the referee. the crowd were highiy amused, this |
beirz the first time the majority had set eyes |
upon Mr Talks, who was in charge of the game, |

)

and as he is barely 4ft. 9%ins. it will be under-{
stood he does present a comical appearancé when |

the two captains toss up with such a little fellow
as referee. It should be recorded, however, that
Mr Talks, aithough so insigmnificant in size, 18

nce of the season | T

Lo than on the | at

by no meang an official to be overloeoked, and as |-

the game progressed he soon gave evidence he |

was to be an imaportant factor ini the game. He |
gives his decisions very promptly, and, judging.

by Saturday, is rather inclined to ovemdo ths |

whist’e business and award fouls for technical |

offences. Anyway, the players were never allowed |
to get out of hﬂ»ﬂiﬁl and the plafy;wﬁ;s never rough.
< i o _J

Croydon were the first to get dangeroms, but|

- Abbott was equal to all the shots which came to
hand during the opening five minutes or so. Then,
as is so often the case, almost the firsti time the |
‘side which has been defending get down the field |
they manage to score a goal, and this happened |

on Saturday. 'The bail wag finely placed out to|

Worth by Bob Hawkes for the outside left to |
get away, and Little at once realised the danger
and attempted to stop the movement by a foul, |
which the referee at once gaw and awarded a ireo
Kick about forty yards out. The ball was dropped
into the centre of the field, and Wileman, with
g first time drive, sent it clean through the de- |
femce info the net before Newton had ‘realised
that his charge Was end?ngesreq.. ,

This was good business for Luton, and it was |
hoped by the few Lutoniang precent at the match
that the good fortune would be followed up. but |

anfortuna’ely this was not the case. For it was |
" poon evident the Robins were likely to equalise,
for they put more method into their work. and
it was no snrprise to find them on level terms
once more when the game was only sixteen
minutes od. The equalising poin’ was netted
by Chester. who dashed up and met & cTo88ATLVE
 from Tipex. and scored from an acutd angle. At
- this stage there was much speculation as to how.

Jonz the game would contimue, for the light was
very bad, and it wag almost imporsible to follow
the ball on the opposite side of the ground, and
the general opiniom on the grand stand was. vhat
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| it mattered very little who was leading. for the
game could not p;aﬂmbiy; run the full time.

Ten minutes befors the interval, Upex, who was
| blaying a foreeful game, sent the bali we'l into the
goal-mouth,  Abboit managed to stop it geoing
| through for the moment, but Page coming up
al the same time was presented with the eaBlest
01 chances, and gave his side the icad irem close
range, Thils proved to be ali the scoring up to
half-\lme, and the players retired with the score
2—1 in favour of Cgﬁyﬁﬁﬁ. rs i e
The referee was quickiy back on the fle'd and’
{ whistied the players from the dreszing-room, It
| belng his eviden} intentlon to finlsh the game if.
| at all possible.  Luton were the last to come eunt,
and the spectators were rather sareastic in thelr
remarksg as they filed through the enciosure.. All
doubt as to the final resu't was goon dispelled;
for very foon ufter the re-siart two further goals
wers added to the  Oroydon aecors, Potts was
largely repponsible for the first of the ‘goals; for
| he missed the ball allogether, and Chester had
8 cisar run lnto goal. - Abbott, however, managed
(0 prevent his 1 til?ﬁ at the flret attempt. but
| did not elear, and finally dr ;ap@d he ball a yard
| 0T B0 wide of hig charge, and Chester after all had |
 the satisfaction of adding to his tetal  The
fourth goal scored by Croydon was the prettieat
of the day, and was well worked for by the whole
of the home vanguard, the bail being passed from
one o the other in fine style, Finally Allman |
- [ound himself with a chance for a pop at goal, and
he made no mistake with a clean cross drive. For
| a time it appeared likely that the Robins would
- 8dd more goals, but gradually they appeared to
Wre, and Luton had a greater share of the ex-
chienges. Indeed, during the final ten minuntes it
was ge.dom the ball was in the Luton half of the.
field at all.- = ' BT g ik sl
N et s e B L i ,.
The light was now very bad, and when Luton
scored 1t was only the fact that the players lined
up to re-start the game from the centre that many i
of the spectators were aware a goal: had been |
scored. Even from the centre of the ground it |
was impossible to say who scored, and the Press
repregentatives were compeiled to visit the Luton !
dressing-room at the finish of the game to discover
who was the actual ecover.- It appears Stephenson
dropped  across a centre which Newton fumbled,
and whe ball coming to Bob Hawkes, the Luton |
captain had simply to tap it through and thus |
-reduce the margin. Althongh there were quite five
-minutes left to play. mothing of interest took place, |
Luton keeping the ball in Croydon quarters with- |

ar

~oub being abie to break down the defence. = -

The resnit in no way flattered the Robins, who
were muech the smarter side all through. The new
~Luton centre did not prove the mascot the direc-
tors are seeking. He was possibly not in the best
condition, having dome litile trainmg, and al- |
though at the time of writing it is not known |
if he will tnrn out against’Ton Pemtre, he-stated |
he would go into regumlar ftraiming during the |
present week with a view to a thorough trial this
week-end He is ideally built for a centre-forward,
and” if he develops with further acquaintance, |
should prove a blig help in for'a::lglgt-hﬁ game. |

On Saturday, Wileman was andoubtedly Luton's |
best forward, and he seemed quiteé to relish being |
able to take hig original position, for he. gave a |
finished display at insideright. _But the other |
members of the attack were very moderate; in- |
deed, the only other player to threaten danger was |
R. Hawkes, playing at left-half. These two |
playerg stood out quite above their comrades, al-|
thongh Wilson worked tremendously "hard, par-}
ticularly in-:dwefﬁnf‘ﬁ. ¢ " SN R e

. The Croydon officials stated affer the match that |
i they had been able to play their present team | .
at the commencement of the season, the ~would v
‘have besn certain. of promotion, and in this they | °
are probably right, for they have got a very
serviceabie side now. Their most brilliant forward
wag Chester, but the whole line were a workman-

like combination, and im Upex they have a very
forceful player, who feeds Barnfather with good
effect. Hutchins has been out of the team for a |

{
week or two, and was a donbtful elarter on Satur- | ;
ot |
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day but he gave little evidence of unfitness; in- |
deed. the halves and backs were never really over- {
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