SCUTHEND TUNITED v. LUTON.

Played at Southend on Saturday. Result :—

Latom: " 7. .. et el 8 ) 1 goal.
Sowshend Pmted IEETERETreE 1 goal.

The teams were as follow :— = g S
Luton—H. Bateman: Jarvie and Potls; F.
Hawkes, Wison, and R. Hawkes; Stephenson.
Stephenson, Wileman, Smith, Holland, and
Southend—Kibbell: Thomson and = Spencer;
Emery, Moon, and Axoell; Wiison, Wileman.
Mason, Bradshaw, and Parke. e - T ]
- Referee, Lieut. W. C, *Cloveg (Leicester). =

The game at Southend on Saturday was looked |
upon as a critical one for both clubs, as a defeat
would undoubtediy have put either clab out of
the runnming for promotion. As it turned out a |
draw, there is stidl a chance for both, but it has |

| brought Swansea and Croydon into the contest |
. for second place, for it would appear mothing can
. keep Cardifft ouwt now. The Luton directors were |
| very busy all the week in their emdeavours to !
. strengthen cerain weak spots, and the announce-
| ment on Saturday morning that two new players |
. would be turning out created no surprise. . Both |
 of the newcomers hail from Tottenham, and, |
~curiously enough, Southend had also been fishing |
i 1n. the same waters, for their centre on Saturday |
i proved 10 be Mason from the same club. Probably
| the most useful capture of the three will be Jarvie, |
for he is quite a young player, thig being his |
first season as a professional. The Spuirs obtained |
him from ome of the Scolch junior ciubs called |
 Maryhill, but he has had little opportumity at |
White Hartdane, and will get a much betier |
chancé to make a name with Luton. The new |
! forward is Holland, who was weil spoken oi as a |
| schooiboy player in the Edmonton district, and |
| has nlaved for the Spurs’ South-Eastern Leaguse i
| team fairly regwlarly for a season a half.. He |
did not play a® Luton last ssason, as on thaf day |
the Spurs plaved a coupie of S E.L..matches. and |
" he was kept at bhome for the game v. Peter-
borough City. - e o :

& S e g i
~ The Supporiers’ Club excursion was bstler
patronised than wag thought probable at one time; |
| doubtless the curicsity with regard to the new
players helped to swell the mumbers.As a matier |
of fact., over 766 made the journey, and they were
very much in evidence, both in the town and on |
the ground. The previous week a recerd Saturday |
crowd for Southend assembied at Roots Hall, the |
{alings being £157, and it was thought {this would
be excseded. seeing that Luton brought at least |
- | 500 more supporters than did Cardiff, but this did
1| not turn out to be the fact, and it was stated the
i | takings were £14§. il ,
g | on won the toss, and naturally chose to kick |
3 | d-oIv‘vl};[ the slope, as this also gave them the advan.
2| tace of n stiff breeze. Bradshaw was the first

| | sttacking playver who came into Prominence, bux
d | Jarvie s-%on proved that he was out to stop all
# | cuch danger, and by a smart tackle forced the
1! eouthend manager to kick behind. Bateman,
1| howeover was called upon a minute later Lo stop a
2| lonz shot. which he caught but dropped,, and
1| Mason taking the rebound, headed the ball well
4| in once more. but Batemnn was on guard and.
4| cloared the danger in good stylo. A slip by Potts




lel in Wilsan. bot again Bateman wag equal 10
ithe emerpency. and fsted away in great siyle,
Evendmally offside agaivsi one of the Southend
forwards relieved the pressore, and Lunton took up
the running for mma um& .

Holand peiiing a pasg from idwe ﬁpmtﬂ wing,
iried a crose drive which Kibbell just managed
to catch. although the zftempt was quite a good
one. In one very promising left-wing raid Worth
gol a4 nasty kick on the ankle, and the game was
stopped for Lawson to come on the field., Billy |
“operated ™ on the imjured limb, but it was evi-
dent it was rather a bad injury, and when the
game re-started Worth retired to the touch-line
for further attention athopgh le eventrally re
tarned 1o the fray, Ht:rph-aﬂiwn soon afterwands
got the betber of a m:-'-:]r- ith Spencer and shot in
first time. but did not guite do the trick; it was,
however. a good effort. *’s fine hook shot by Worth

was just canght by Kibbel and cleared, and at
this stage Luton were decidedly the better side,
bot could not quite manage to find Kibbell's weak
Spot. It was only occasionally that the home
forwards were dangerous; indeed, it was only a
slip on the part of Jarvie, who let in Mason, that
capsed Bateman any anxiety for quile a quarer
of an hour. But this almost led uwp to a goal,
for Wileman should have made certain of the
chance, but. amid the cheers of the Lutonians he
made a bad m1ss. - 7

At the opposite end of the field., however, Luton
were having hard lines once ar twice, parhcu]m*nf
when Smith headed in from close range, only to
find Kibbell just in the right spot to catch the
ball. But an even nearer thing arose from a sharp
drive by Siephenson, the g{}&lkﬁe r jost tipping
the ball over for a corner kick. and the flag kick
was finaily headed over by Wileman. Just on
half-time, however, the Luwn goal was seriously
in danger by the award of a penalty kick against
Whﬂm} for hands. Jt was indeed hard Iluck, for
even the Southend speclators agreed the handling
was in no way intentionail. As a makbter of fact,
the ball came from Southend’'s Wilson at a terrific
pace and strock the Luton centre-half on the
thigh and re:boundfnd 1o hia arm.

However, a penalty it was, and Wileman, who
was reporied never to have missed scoring from
such an award, was entrusted with the kick. On
this occasion he drove the bali hard on to the |
crossbar, and although the featner rebounded into
play, Bateman was ab!e to catch the retarn shoo
and thus gave the sitoation. It would have been
very hard luck for Luton 1f any other resalt
had marterialised from the award, and even the .
home spectators were willing to admit as much,
although they naturaily wgmd bave been dﬁdghte{i

- at their good fortune if a different ending had
come about Nothing more happened up 10 the
interval. amd Southend were on the whole rather
lucky to be level, for Luton had certainly proved
themselves the smarter combination up to this
stage. : S
- Eight minutes after the -st@.rt Luton took the
lead, and visicns of a victory caused a trememdons
shout to go up from the excursionists. The goal
was the result of a centre by Stephenson, for al-
though Kibbell got it away in ‘bhﬁ first instance,
he did not clear, and Smith practically bundledl
him and the ball into the net Luton contmued
to more than hold their own for some time after
this without increasing the lead, and then South-
end once more became the a,ttackmg party. Axcell 5
hit the crossbar with a tremendous drive, and.
mesting the return, put over, but the ball was not
long away from Luton S oaﬂ for once more Axceld
~sent, in a fine attempt, whlch Bateman tipped over
;f{}r a cormer Kick, a,u-d this brought along the
e uah&mg point. The flag kick dmpped right ab
- Wilson’s toe, standing ondy three or four yards
- out: and qmte urnmmhed and he had quife a
simple opening. of which he took fuil advasmt -
There were still twenty minutes left for play, amd.
Southend. for the first time in the mmatech. ap-
peared likely winmers, for they went all out for
th-e leading gml, but fartrunateiy the Luton de-
fence held ount 1 a surprising manner and quite
unlike what has been the case recently. Then,
erght minutes from time, Stephenson, seﬁunn the
ball in midfield, made one of his old-time dasheﬂ :
~down the field, and clearing ail opposition, let
drive with a Wﬂu- judged shoi which appeared cer-
' tain to score, but the wind seemed to hf‘r, the ball
just as it reached the goal, and it waub am, ].Mh or
s0 over instead of finding a Testing-piace in the
negt The effort fully de@erved to score, and it
would have besn a happy day out for the SevVen.
hupdred Lutonians if this shot had given the vic-
tory to Luton; but it was not to be, and they had
to cmt«enf& themseives with Gheermg the players
as they left the field for gelting one pmnt. i f.rhls
difficult game '

» e &

The feature of bhe game, from a Lu‘wn ﬂl‘and
point, was the Iljldﬁ'llbtrﬂd qtaﬂ'@mng of the defence
l' compared with recent matches. Jarvie quite came

up to expectalions, his tacking being weil timed,
and it was pretty evident early in the game t.hat.
he would rmrake an appreciable difference in this
| tespect. Wkhile not cla.lmmg in any way to be a
poished back. he only {wice during (he game
made a real slip, and almgetzhﬂr nmd& 2 favour-
| able impression. Potts also wasg ‘mi'es > in fromnt
| of what we have seen recently, and in the opinion
of many present was the b‘Eﬂt back on the field.
The halves afl did their worls well, Bob Hawkes
| being, of course, the cleverer field player, but
| Wilson never aHﬂwed Mason to get the upper
 hand, and for once the opposing centre-forward

was kept well in check\ 1t cannot be claimed that
tbe attack quite camo up {0 the standard of the
~defence but the richt-wing pair were belter tha.-n'
anything on the Southend side, Wileman pro
| himseif ﬂhe best forward on the fie'd, Whllﬂ..._;
| Btephenson was ever damgﬁwua and was ugually
mﬂst-ﬂr of Spencer in a close tackle. Holland was
not partxuularlv noticeable, but he got throuch
| some good wm'k at times, fuﬂ chmf Taiiing being
| his ipability to judge the ball in the alrs: stiil,
he auite E:Sﬁﬁﬂd his trial. Smilh played one of'-.
- his best ga.mea for Lumton. but Worth was not in
| his early season form, althfrup:h 50INe GXCUSE ol
| be made on account, of his injury. Alihefmzll N0t
| specially menfioned above when speaking of the
| defence, Bateman did everything D*OSEIBI&, a,nd-_
) glmks to hm& ﬁa.me:d his ragmxar plﬂce i

{ Son thand’a mst eﬁ’mﬁ: Ve play&rs were Wﬂmn
| Axcell, Kibbell and Thomson, and of these the
| first-named was probabiy the best; indsed, he was
| the only forward {o show anytrhmﬂ' briiliant in
| the way of attack, for the other most liko -
| scoring shots came from Axcell of the middle. Tine.
| Mason was a great dicappointment to the South-
| end spectators, for he was painfully slow and did
rot give much evidence of his shooting abilities.
'*.;*_Thammn was easily the better back, while K-"bbeiﬂ.
| kept a very safe goal. Still. ._nn bhe Whﬂ]ﬁ
| epd_did nol prove so formi
| majority of Lutonians had am‘r&aip_r_f;
af i:bu_"l___ hwr nf thg game Luton were. ‘Wﬁll
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