SCUTHEND UNITED v. LUTON.

Played at Southend on Satnrday Result .—
men ...................... 1 goad.

The teams were as foﬂow ]

| _Luton—H. Bateman:; Jarvie and Patts F
i Hawkes, Wixon, and R. Ha.wke@ Sbephenmn
%%e]:ﬁlenwn W leema,n, Smlth Hodae,nd and
| O Lﬂ ' 5 '
1 . Southend—Kibbell Th{}m’son - and Spem:er
t Emery, Moon, and Axoell; Wiﬁson Wﬂem&n
' Mason, Bmdqhaw and P&rkﬂ L
Refﬁree Lieut. W C, C’l{w&r (Lewwter)

|  The game at Saouthend on Saturdav was Imked
| UDOn as a critical one for both clubs, as a defeat

would undoubtediy have put either club out Oi-_'
the running for promotion. As it turned out a
draw, there is stil a chance fzor both, but it has-'
| brought Swansea and Croydon into the contest
- for second 'place, for it would appear rothing can
. keep Cardift out now. The Luton directors were |
| very busy all the week in their. endeavours to !
 strengthen cerain weak spots, and the announce- |
| ment on Saturday morning that two new playﬁm
. wouidd be turning out created no surprise. . Both
{ of the newcomers hail from Tattenham and, |
| curiousiy enough, Southend had also besn fishing |
i 1 the same w aterﬂ, for their centro on Saturday |
| Proved 10 be Mason from the same club. Pmbab]y‘;
| the most useful capture of the three WIH be Jarvie |
for he is quite a young pla,yer hig being his
| first season as a professional, The Sp ui's obtained |
him from ome of the Scotch junior cmb,s ca,u.;r".’_e-s]i.
~Maryhill, but he has had Ilttlﬁ Op ortunity at |
White Ha,r‘t-—lanxe and will get a much betie

chanceé to make a name with Lubon T’hﬁ ntw"-;;i;:
| forward i1s Holla nd ‘who was well sp-@kean Of as a |
| schooiboy player in the Edmonton district, & I
| has playved for the Spurs’ Scmﬁh Ea@tre ‘Leacu .-]_._::_;_
| team fairly reguwlarly for a season and a h&,if He,;
did not play at Luton J..ast season, as on that d day |
_the Spurs played a coupie of S.E.L..matches, and |
| he was kept a‘b home f@r the g‘alﬁ V. _Pe,*eir-_:,--g
-_bomugh Clty e

The Suppﬂr‘erﬁ Club excummn was bﬂtt@r

patronised than wag tlwught probable at one Lime: 1<
{ doubtless the curicsily Wlth rezatd to the new |
players helped to sweil the nambers As a matbe»r
of fact, over 760 made the j owm,ey and they were |
very much in evidence, both in the town annd on |
the ground. The previous week a record Satunday |
(;row-d for Southend assembled at Roots Hall, the
 takings being £157, and it was thought this would |
- be exoaede;d seeing that Luton brought, at least |
500 InoTe qunmrtem than did Cardiff, but this did |
- nmot turn out to be the fact, ami 11} wa& ah&tod the?;!-

j ua,kmsgs were 4‘142

" Luton won the toss a,nd n&t-umllv choge-_.to kmk;
down the slope, as this aah%o gave them ti

Ure advan- |
tage of a stiff brecze. Bmdah,a,w was t-hﬁ ﬁrst_- &
-a,tta,ckmg pla,ve-r Who came mm prominence, but | '

b danger, an ckle forced the | «
%‘%ca thend gmanﬂ oer. to kmk behlnd Bateman, |
‘however, was cailed upon a miruwie later Lo g_-:p ajt
long shot. which he caught but dropped,  and | ¢
lMaﬂon taking the rebound, headed the ball W&Ue
in once more. but Bq,bemﬂn ‘was On guard and |
'cbaamd thﬁ da nger in g‘.OId Sty,aﬂ Hllp by Pgt,t,s |
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let in Wilsan, bol again Bateman wag equal 1o
the emerpency. and fsted away W great siyle,
Everndmalbly offside againsié one of the Southend
forwards relieved the pressore, and Luton took up
the running for ::3[1’16 ﬂfﬂﬁ; .

Hofand peiting a pass from ilw opposite wing,
{ried a cross drive which Kibbell just managed
to catch, alXhough the attempt was guile a good
one. In one very promising lefi-wing raid Worth
gol 2 nasty kick on the ankle amd the game wWas |
stopped for Lawson to come on the fieid. Billy |
“operated > on the injured limb, but i@ was evi-
dent it was rather a bad injury, and when the
games re-started Worth retired to the tonch-line
for further atiention, a’thopgh e eventually re-
| turned fo the fray. Stephenson soon afterwards
got the better of a tussle with Spencer and shot I
first time. but did not quite do the trick; i1t was,
' however. a good effort. A fine hook shot by Worth
was jmst canght by Kibbell and clsared, and at
this stage Lulon were decidedly the better sde,
bot could not quite manage (o find Kibbell's weak
spot. It was only occasionally that the home
forwards were dangerous; indeed, it was only a
slip on the part of Jarvie, who let in Mason 6 that
capsed Bateman any anxiety for quiie a quarner
of an honr. But this almost led wp to a goal,
for Wileman should have made certain of the
chance, buot. amid the cheers of the Lutonians he
made a bad m1sSs.

w |

At the opposite end of the field, however, Lulon
were having hard lines once or twice, pariicnlaryy
when Smith headed in from close range, only to
find XKibbell just in the right spot to caich the
ball. But an even nearer thing arose from a sharp
drive by Siephenson, the goalkeeper just tipping |
the ball over for a corner kick. and the flag kick
was finailly headed over by Wileman. Just on.
half-time, however, the Luton goal was seriously
in danger by the award of a penalty kick against
Wison for hands. It was indeed hard luck, for
even the Southend speclators agreed the handhng
was in no way intentional. As a matter of fact,
the ball came from Southend’s Wilson at a terrific |
pace and strock the Luton centre-half on the |
thigh an I“ﬁbmlﬂii&ﬂ to *hi.a arm.

However, a penally it was, and Wileman, who
was reported never to have missed scoring from
such an award, was entrusted with the kick. On
this occasion he drove the ball hard ¢n to the
crossbar, and although the heather rebounded into
play, Bateman was able to calch the retarn shal
and thus save the sitopation. It would have been |
very hard luck for Luton 1f any other result
had materialised from fthe award, and even the
| home spectators were willing to admit as much,
although they naturaily would have been delighted
at their good fortune if a different ending had
| coms aboat Nothing more happened up to the .
interval, and Southend were on the whole rather
lucky to be level, for Luton hiad certainly proved
t,l:t::;mselvﬂ»s the smarter combination up to this
stage.
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Eight minutes after the restart Lnton took the
lead, and visicns of a victory caused a ‘trememdous
shout to go up frem the excursiontsts. The goal
was the result of a centre by Stephenson, for al-
though Kibbell got it away in the first 1nstance,
he did not clear, and Smith practically bundled
| him and the ball info the net. Luton continued
to more than hold their own for some time after |
this without increasing the lead, and then South-
end once more became the attacking party. Axcell
hit the crossbar with a tremendous drive, and
meeting the return, put over, but the ball was nob
long away from Luton’s goal, for once more Axcell |
sant in a fine attempt, which Bateman tipped over
for a cormer kick, and this brought along the
e‘?tmliﬁiug poinit. The flag kick dropped rignt 4t
Wilson’s toe, standing ondy three or four yards
outt and guoite ummarked, and he had quiie a
simple opening. of which he took full advantage.
There were still twenty minutes left for play, and
Southend. for the first time in the mmich. ap-
peared likely wimmers, for they went all out for
the leading goal, but fortunate.y the Luton de-
fence held out 1 & surprising manner and quite
unlike what bas been the case recently. Then,
erght minutes from time, Stephenson, securing the
ball in midfield, made one of his old-time dashes
down the field, and clearing a:l opposition. let
drive with a well-judged sho’ which appeared cer-
tain to score; but the wind seemed to lift the ball
just as it reached the goal, and it went an inch or
80 over instead of finding a testing-piace in the
| ne: The effort fully deserved to score, and it
would have been a happy day oul for the seven
hupdred Lutonians if this shof had given the vic-
tory to Luton; but it was not to be, and they had
| to conten’ themseives with cheering the players

as they lefi the field for geiting one point in this
difficull game | e 1 o

- » ¥ .
The featore of the game, from a Luton stand-
point, was the undoubted stiffening of the defence
compared with recent matches. Jarvie quite came
“up to expectations, his tacking being weil timed,
and it was preity evident early in the game that
he would rrake an appreciable difference in this
respect. Wkhile not claiming in any way to be a
polished back. he only twice during the game
~made a real slip, and altogether made a favour-
- able impression. Potts also wag ' miles” in front
of what we have seen recently, and in the opinion
of many present was the best back on the field.
The halves all did their worlc well, Bob Hawkes
beinz, of course, the cieverer field player, but
| Wilson never allowed Mason to get the upper

| hand, and for once the opposine centre-forward
was kept well in check. It cannot be claimed that
| the attack quite came up 4o the standard of the

‘| defence but the right-wing pair were better than

| anything on the Southend side, Wileman proving

 hims=eif the best forwurd on the field, whildl
| Btephenson was ever dangerous and was usually
| master of Spencer in a close tackle. Holland was
| pot partigularly noticeable, but he got through
| some good work at times. hig chief failing being
| his ipability to judge the ball in the air: still,
| he auite juostified h's trial. Smith played ons of
| higs best games for Luton. but Worth was not in
| his early season form, although some excuse caa.
| be mﬁ?*’ Mﬂmfﬁ;ﬂhtﬂ InJury. Aﬂhonglfa fﬂt

Speclally meneloncd above when speaking oi the
| defence, Bateman did everything possible, and

. 1

| kooks {0 bave earned his reguiar place,
| Sonthend’s most effective players were Wilson,

| Axcell, Kibbell. and Thomson, and of these the
{ first-named was probabdy the best; indsed. he was
| the only forward 1o show anything brifliant in
| the way of attack, for the other most likely-

| scoring shots came from Axcell of the middle line.
. | Mason was a great disappointment to the South-

| end spectators, for he was painfully slow and did
| rot give much evidence of his shooting abilities.
| Thomson was easily the better back, whie Kibbell
| kepi a very safe goal. Still, on fhe whole, South-
| erd did noi prove so formidable a side as the
| majority of Tutonians had anticipated, and for
| f*f ft“"l ‘bour of the game Luton were well on {op
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