SWANSEA v. LUTON.
Played at Swansea on Saturday. Result —

The teams were as follow -—

Lumn----ﬂi Baeman; Jarvie and Potts: F.
Hawkes, Wilson, and R. Hawkes: Stephenson,
Wileman, Smith. Holland, and Worth '

Swangea—Fisher; Nicholas and Cleverley: Duffy,
Hamiiton, and Jepp: Messer, Anderson, Ball, Fyfe,
and Swarbrick, --
| Referee, Mr. F. Curtis (Bristol).

No visiting team had been able to beat Swansea
at home in thbe Southern League, and therefore it
was no ght task that Lutonr were set on Saturday. |
and irom that point of view the result could not |
be judged a bad one . But it was promotion for
ono Side or the otheor which was at stake, for it |
appeared quibe probable a win for either team
would give them a commanding position in the |
struggle, for no one expects Sonthend to win ail |
thelr away games, and apparently they will have
to do that to gain promotion. By winning, Swan- |
se2 have certainly the better chance of gettine |
the position of runners-up to Cardifi City of any |
of the aspirants for that honour, and only a Series
of miracleg can now give Luton a place in the|
| First Division next season. Unfortunately, the |
Luton goal average is all against them, and unless |
swansea and Southend lose at least five points |
each and Croydon drop ome, it ig hopeless to ex- |
pect any chance for Luton, even if they win both |
- thelr remaining matehes. e

The interest aroused in Souwth Wales was very |
great, and both the Cardiff papers which cater for |
football were directly represented by their chief |
sporting writers at Swansea. The home officials |
were expediing a record gate, and they were very |
~much upset by the unfortunate change in the |
- weather an hour before the advertised time of kick- |
off. Undoubtedly the Swans suffered @ big loss on |
account of the rain, which made madtters very mn- |
comfortable, ag the Vetch Field does not possess|
anything in the way of sheiter. The gate was|
quite a good one under the circumstamces, and the |
takings were over £140. Among those present to|
welcome ths Luton players wag the Rev. H.|
Manders. who now occupies the pulpit at Mount |
Pleasant, Swansea, this being the most influential |
church in Swansea, go the writer was informed.
Natorally he was pleased to renew acquaintance |
with the Luton captain, for Bob Hawkes was a |
member of his Swnday-school class at Park-street |
in the od daya.. =~ e

Like the majority of Weish grounds, the Vetch |
Field presents an unusual appearance to strangers;
indeed, 1t ig perhaps umique, inasmuch as no
abtempl bas been made to turi the playing area. |
It is simply composed of ashes rolled tight, and |
at first sight would never be taken for a football

itch, but with the torrential main that fell an |

r before the match and quifte three-parts of the |
time that play was in progress, players on ordinary |
turf wonld have been more handicapped than was |
the case at Swansea. It reminded one of a weil- |
kept school playground before asphall wag the |
order of the (ﬁy. For one thing, aftl the water that
lay about did not cause mud, and the players had |
a much firmer foothold than they womld have had
on a turfed pitch. Ome thing which struck a |
stranger was the enthusiasm shown by the spec |
tattors who braved the storm—for it was a storm— |
and phuckily faced it for two homrs. But they |
were rewarded by eeeing as bright and interesting
a game ag if the condittons had been ideal. Both |
teamg were Vﬁt’{ keen, and right up to the finish |

Tuton were cailed upon to face the wind and |
ra.:i[‘rzl. ?w? tge first. half ae a result of losing the toss, |
but right away the defence settled down, and were |
videnily determined to keep a clean sheef if at |
olements, the Swans, as the locals 4re kBOWDL Wore |
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