+-| LUTON LOSE THEIR CHANCE OF |
PROMOTION AT SWANSEA. o
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Swans first club to take four points. gf:
| a

Everyone recognised that the match at Swamsea i
on Saturday would have an important bearing on | X
the promotion question, and the home officials L8
anticipated a record gate. From this point of s
view, therefore, the rain which commenced with a.

e | steady downfpom about an hour before the kick
mm | off. was a -calamity. ‘With the Rugby team away o
they had Swansea to themqelves and it was. esti-|
jé*na.t:ed hy ‘the - Swa.n:saea, OfﬁCI&IS that ‘at lerast L1004
e~ | would repre*se:nt ‘the actual - 16ss wnsequeunt upon |
ed | the: wretched Wea,thar OO‘ndltl{JnS ‘The around does |
iff | nob possess a.ny covered accbmmoda,tmn whatever,
sy L and this has proved a big loss to. the club this
t | season, ' and SatUDdla,y mos.t of " all. ~ The Vetch.
Field, as the enclosure is called, presents a re-
markable appearance on first swht for the play-
ing area and the banks c-*-u:';‘r{:'u;t:u:hng are composed
of nothing but black ashes. No attempt has been
made to turf the pitch, but Bob Hawkes did dis-
| cover ‘a few blades of grass in ome corner which
had forced their way thtrough the otherwise black
|| top surface. Fortunately the playing pitch is
he | comparatively level, but here and there the wead
and tear of the season has caused some holes 1o
1t | develop, and the rain on Saturday filled these
it | with water and made the conditions a trifle un-
pleasant {0 the players in the vicinity when the
| ball landed in one of these miniature lakes. But|
| for the fact that a fall on the hard surface might
| entail a masty cut, the playing pitch presentis
qn: little handicap, and iy far in advance of the ave-
rage grounds in South Wales. Naturally the ball
ld' comes up rather quickly, and this means the game!.
e | is rather faster than usual’ in consequence.
e ' Luton relied upon the team which drew at South-|
€S . end and Llanelly, and all the players fully real-|
A3 [ JSP‘d they were set no. ordi inary task if promotion |

e Was. to be obtained. The . h{)me club introduced.

L€ two, of thmr ‘recent Mptumas in Fy'fe« of Newport |

Cﬂfunty, “who ficured against Taut»on on the mud
| and ash heap when Newport was visited with such
| disastrous reszults. The other new player who, by
| the way, was making his first appearance at home '
was ~Amderson, late of Queens Park Rangers.
There was qulte a strong breeze blowmg, and
when Bob Hawkes lost thte toss it appeared rather
a bad look-out for Luton, but 'as will be noted a
clean sheet was kept up to the interval, and hopes
| at half-time were pretty confident among the
Luton players of bringing off the first home dreff e at
| of the Swans, | .
The teams turned out as under:—.

Luton:—H. Bateman: Jarvie and Potts; Fred|
Hawkes, Wilson and R. Hawkes; Sbephenson,
| Wileman, Smith, Holland, and' W{J»‘i th.

| Swanﬁea :—Fisher; Nloholas arnd. Clewelley <
| Duffy Y, 'k [amiltosn amd J epp, _ Mensserr, Ande 'son,“
lall Fyfa, and SW&rbTIOk Lyl e ngn g |

{ Referee, Mr. F Ourtls BiI‘lStOI

| ' The Swans Were early in evldence, Bull sendmcr
| his left wing off. Swarbrick forced a corner, but
Jarvie clemed the flag kick in' good style. But
| the attack could not be beaten off, and the home
| players were very aggressive for some time. Sev-
| eral times affside against one or other of the
| Swansea, forwands relieved the pressure, but the
relief was only temporary, and Luton: did not seb
{up any danger for several minutes.  Eventually

Lutom got away on the left, but Wmtlm ran a bit
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er, and offside spoil - -
ment. A few minutes later -Hollafg ;lfg eﬁ?{?;fh'
brought the ball down the field; but Cleverley
-atﬁpp‘?d’--tlhﬁ rush, and play once mope was at the
WOpPRosite end of the ﬁeld. .BELH tried a himh,curr],iﬁlg
| _s_'hot;- which: Bateman~gﬂ't to 1n fine styluéi but' on
the whole the Luton -goalkeeper was not over.
| worked eonsidering the strong wind which helped
| the hm_tn-e attack to keep the ball intthe Luton half
| for quite a long period. i

Bob Hawkes.started .an wattack on tthe home ooal
by a clever pass out .o Worth, who .-Sli]jpedﬁ!by
Cleverley, but his shot went behind. If it had
been more accurately directed it might ‘have
| Proved the turning point, for there was plenty
.Gf force behind the ball, and Misher was » ‘bit
t_ak-en by surprise. A silly foul by Smith just .out-
side the penalty area almost. led up to a.goal, but
| Bateman caught the drive in grand style, .and ithus
saved an ugly situation. Luton’s first-real «chance
came to Stephenson, but he could not get proper
control of the 'ball, and Nicholas came to the
| rescue and punted ‘the 'ball up the field. ‘The
| referee allowed Worth to go on when he was cer-
tainly offside, and at ome time it seemedl likely
this would cost the Swans a goal, for the Luton
winger was clean through, although weéll out, .on
the touch line. Instead, however, of working ‘inteo
goal he tried a long shot, whic¢h struck the -side
net on the outside.

By this time Luton were ‘having .a biggér share
of the exchanges, and once or twice gave the
home defenders not a little anxilety. Twice, in-
deed, a goal should ceriainly have been scored
when the home defence was in a regular tangle
against a hot attack on the Swans’ goal. Wile-
man had worked over to the left when he tock a.
shot at goal from close range and had the mis-
fortune io see the ball hit the 'bottom of the up-
right with considerable force. ‘Fisher -was .out
of goal af, the moment, and it appeared any .odds
on a goal. Smith, however, dallied ‘with #he)
chance, and eventually Cleverley got it away. .On
the second occasion Fisher féll over Justh out of
goal, and the least touch imust have bhroucht about
a goal, but somehow the home backs manaced to
clear amid cheers from the spectators, who were
quite prepared for a goal against their side. At
the opposite end Ball missed when well placed: by
sending the ball wide. Without doubt the two
chances mentioned above should ‘have resulted in
| Luton being a couple of goals up at the interval,"
| but the actual score at this stage stood—
(il 3 i idon /0, Bwangea 00 L& 5 s
i Laton we

: re expected | to! put on more pressire.
‘with the wind in ‘their fayour, but it .did " not'
[lexactly pan out in this way, and the home  for-
‘wards kept the ball well out: of the home half of
| the field for some long ‘time without, howeyer, get-
{'ting any real shot at -Bﬁteﬁi an. - A slip. by Potts.
caused the first real danger. - Bateman was in-
jured in saving a shot near the upright, but he
managed to get the ball over the line while on
the ground for a corner, which was eleared. But
a few minutes later amother corner led up to the
| opening goal, although Bateman strongly protested
| against this point being allowed. He had good
| grounds for ‘his complaint, as he was charged into
‘| by Ball before he could get to the ball, which
actually struck him on the face and glanced iato
‘| the net. No one in the crowd could say who scored
| and 1n the local evening press no fewer than three
players had the credit of scoring the point, so
-mixed up were the players of both teams. The
fact remains that Ball was the player who forced
the ball through by his charge inte the Luton
goalie. J e R |

Luton played their hardest after this reverse,
and for a time were right on top of their oppon-
ents. Wileman and Smith both tried shots, which
.| Fisher saved, and, aided by the wind, strong
.| pressure was put upon the home backs. Hamilton
| brought . Bob Hawkes down when he was going
| through nicely, and the resulting free kick only
,| missed the met by inches. It was anybody’s game,
and Luton at least deserved to equalise, but they.
could not force a goal.' . . "
Then, a quarter of an hour before the finish
Anderson was badly let in, and he took the ball
| almost up to Bateman before he made his shot.
‘| Thus he was able to place it clean into the net,
‘| and amid thunders of applause placed the issue
| beyond doubt. 1A
| In the closing stages Luton tried desperately
[hard to reduce the lead, and Bob Hawkes made
| two or three attempts to break through on his
own, but luck was dead against him. He could
not manage to- increase his bag of goals in South
Wiales, and so Luton’s chances of promotion were
reduced mracticafly to zero by the final score
reading—Swansea 2, Luton 0.

_COMMENT ON THE PLAY AND PLAYERS.

The actual result does not convey a fair repre-
sentation of the game, as it was a most exciting
and desperately fought encounter between two
teams who both recognised the importance of the
issue. It was a struggle for promotion, and by
winning Swansea have now the best chance of
securing the second place and thereby figuring as
[ a First Division Club next season. It was a muck
more interesting game than the first mecting af



f__h;_'at Luton when 'the Swans surprmsed themselves'
and the football world generally by defeating the
locals by four ' célear goals—and although Luton
failed to ebtain ‘revenge t;hey ce;r“bamly tried fuhelr
“hardedt.: a0 ) |

On Saturday at Swansea the teams were very
evenly matched ;in defence, both at full back and!

goal, while the half-backs on both sides can look!
‘back upon ‘their work with pleasure and take oredit
‘for doing their utmost for their club. As a mat-
ter of fact it was only in attack that Swansea
could cldim any superiority, and this won them
‘the muatch mmndoubtedly. Messer is a really bril-
liant winger, and Anderson made quite a favour-
.able ‘first appeanrance at home. Ball, as at Luton,
‘rather spoilt his display by his tendency to get
offside, and ithis despite the referee’s decislons,
but he kept his wings well at work, and is a dan-
gerous man if oiven the least bit of rope. The
‘left wing pair dld not fit quite as well together as
the opposite pair, and Fyfe has got to ]ustlfy his
inclusion at the expense of Gnerson who formerly
figured wat iuside left. o

The best shots on the Lut@n side cameg from
Bob and Fred Hawkes, and his Tmuton -admirers
would have been rather surprised at two attempts
Fred made all along the ground, which with the
least shade of luck would hme resulted in goals.
Jarvie was the better back of the two, but Potts
| played a very decent game. TUnfortunately he
| went lame towards the chme “but the result was
pretty safe by that time, and it 4i1 not affect the
result. Baiteman could not be blamed for either
goal, a,nd did everything pos:sable to save his side.
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