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LUTON v. TON PENTRE.

Played at Yns Park, - turd
ok, gl ng Par Penhre on Saturday,

Ton Penire. - 2 oals,
e L R g
Loy - oL s e s U 1 gosal.

The teams tu'nwd wt- a8 un dm: po—

{ lmton: T. Bateman: Henderson and Jarvie;
' Thompson, Wilson and R. Hawk St 'y
Wilemian,: Sorith, Murphs i w?r’%h i

Ton Pentre: Green: Jd. ,
Hathaway, Simmpson and

Clarks, A. Williams, J. Wi

Referee: Mr. E Smal (B

With practics
' pmnvely Hitle mteres$ was takan m Luton m ,
| the final Scuthern League game of the preaent
sesson, but the a.ctual result was received with |
| surprise. The changes made im the team taken |
| down, no"ﬁw:lth'stwdlng the show put up by the
locals, was cerfainly a bit different from that|
| which ewen their own supporters a.wtxcxmted, and |

it was stated they had never put so much heart
| into their efforts as they did sgainst L u‘t@n on |

Saturday. For one thing they were enm-’"fi}: ged |
| by ome of the biggest oro vds of the season al- |
| though as it was there would be ve.i few " 02; er & |
thousand . 3pect&t0rs pmmtﬁ. 1 was assured |

- ﬁ'nmmd hﬂ"”'& b’ﬁﬂ Wﬂt&hﬂd b? n__'_ ?i , more than |
[ two or three htmadpe@piﬁ ahea e L e
|  During the ﬂeaaon j. " T4

| 3‘373]:31 mmeﬁ Of 'ﬁh@ -' anradl '.
which games are pw.yed in bh
some anys Yns 1—’&1};_ 8 &_..ut the lim

career. One balf of the ﬁeid weu __ ba e:an idere
~unplayable in Kngland, for it was wate rlargged to |
| & terrible extent, but im piaces it was bumpy and
rough and caused the ball to play most extraor- |
| dinary pranks. Yhe following utxaﬁtﬁ from the
report of the correspondent who ac:copaméd __
| Southend to thxs ground will ahow that Luton’'s
expérience was no exceptional circumstance and
| the Jonthend officinls agreed they were extr@ly
' luck 1o get both poimmts w}mn they ﬂﬂl-f;ff;.., . this
ciub a forinight since. | e |
The Southend correapond@nt says.. i e
- “Te say the encounter was as big a fame a8
was ever perpetrated on an alle:gad football
- grmmd is to put it mildly; it beggars deacrip-
tion and at times the water a.nqi_ ,ud
| such a height that 1t was impossibl A
Wa,g going on. 1 am not in the least dumng
imagination when I say that to have
ed fbie ga.me on. the shore at Sau’uhend beach
o‘l.’d; Wmld have been
gh the many humorous:
'urr sd during the progress of
the game forced @ lﬂmgh at the. expense hf tha
{wenty-two victims it made one’s blood boi
indignation to0 ﬁhmk that teams like Bouthenc i
hed to come down *0 plma hke Ten a-ud rink,
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and perhans sink, iheir chances ol promotion on

guch a LLiéI‘Eleldt‘Jle scrap heal. Ana ‘»ﬂ‘i‘f} I‘“'
raeidingE. toe gentleman who yiewead Ihﬂtglﬂ“i‘f
on bDebhaif or 100 Souihern Ll<eague, U4 the
anroniery io teil the Sonthern LEBAELO that the
playing pitch was & ropd one, Ua, 1nat he had
besn Lhere on Haturaay, All E.1we*ll ihat enas
well, it 1s salg, and 16 ine end Soutnend woll By
iwo goais 1o nl, bui 1V Was only arier o DL
nificent hehiing efiory on ine pParl of the bnme_;,
who were at a ferrible dlspdvaniage unacr suca
conditions, while the nomesiers welc morée or less
yme 1n 1t. g
m“nﬁgie mud at Ton Pentre 1s not of the common
or zarden dust; 1L 18 black coal dust mud, }fhlﬂﬂi
 clInes to anyone like giue, and the cc\nmtmn ol
‘ne players at the close presented a mOSt ludi-
crous spectacie. Dome ol vhe Southend players—
notably Bradsboaw and Wileman—remindea one
' of litile black boys. Ll'wo or ihree ploughs 1n e
mud had lett them as black as a miner COMLLE
irom the pit, thelr whiie gnickers were ol the
- gsame hue, and 80 saturated with the biack higuid |
- did the jerseys of tae piayers becoine thay 1t was
' ymaposstrhie to iell which was tng lon reda oI the |
 Southend biue.
i » yome 1dea of the stale of the eround may.
 be gathered when it can be recorded thau upon
' the two capisins tossing lor choice Ol ends, the
coin fell 1nto a pool of slush ana was lost, and
the referee had-to takKe the almost unpreceaenied
action of tossing the coin in his hand and leLids
one of the skippers call to 1t. Close 10 1he
corner flae where there was a wvestige or WO of |
orpss and not so much mud were pools of water,
and quite the tunniest thing 1 have ever seen Ol
3, fooiball held wag alter toe pPlayers had talien
hanas and face into the mud they - wenu and
washed themselves in these pools, which were
also on the playing space. All these things are
gctual facis and not ialry tales.”

Coming back to vhe liuton game, the players
had scarcely ot over the shock of ihe awful state
of the pilich when a [urther EUrprsie awalbed
them, for on ssking for the ball it was suddendy
discovered there was none avaiuable. ‘L'nis meang
o wait of what eventually proved half and hour
before a ball could be obtained and as the piayers
had stripped at the club headguarters 1t was &
very uncomiortable time and did not tend to 1m-
prove their chances of winning. Frobably sueh
an inciden{ is withouil parallel in the Southern
League, but really Luton’'s experience this season
has been full ot surprises and it only.added ong |
more to the list., Lufon attacked in the first hait
at the end of the field which presented the beiter
chance of scoring, from the fact that the suriace
was of & less abnormal character than the bottom
end, and taking things easily they appeared like-
ly to get an early lead. As a matier of Iact the
ball was netied and the goal actually allowed In
the first tem minutes, but after both teams had
lined up to restart the game the spectators by
their shouts induced the referee to consult one |

_of hig linesmen, the result being that offside was |
given aud the point struck off. The moyement
was quite open, Worth getting away on the left
and sguared the ball for Smith to turn 1t into |
ﬁ?he net, and it is difficult to undexstand how the |
referee could be persuaded to alter his nrst de-
cision, for if he considered it a fair goal he had |

uite as gaod a view of the whole movement as

the linesman whom he consulted. It was simply
the fact of the home spectators making a demon-
stration which caused him to take this step, tor
he had no hesitation in awarding the goal in the
firsy | case. < | |

 Neither goslkeeper was overworked and if was
nearing half-time before a legifimate goal was
scored, Smith once more beating Green with a
dropping shot in the far cormer of the net, his |
- time there was no doubt about 1t. 1t looked as |
though this point would mean Luton taking a
strong lead, but a sudden individual breakaway |
on the part of K. Jomes brought about the
equaliser juet before hali-time. He took the ball
right into the goalmouth and then coolly hooked
the ball right away ifrem Bateman. Ii seemed
quite & soit point, but Jones must be congratu-
lated upon keeping his head, for one or ‘two of
the Liuton players were close behind him by the
time he arrived in front of Bateman.
. This goal aroused the enthusiasm of the spec-
 tators surprisingly, _and they - encouraged the
' home players to go in and win. Beiore this it
- appeared that the crowd had made up their

[

' minds that Luton mustu win and they were very
subdued except on the occasion of their protest
agzainst Smith’s first goal. But aiter the imnteryval
every time the home attack goi on the warpath

they urged them on. This seemed to give the
 Pentre players greas encouragement and the
Luton defence was kept on_the alert, To make
matters worse from the Luton point of view
 Stephenson was badly kicked on the knee and
" wos practically useless, for he could not run for
the ball and eventually he retired from the field.
. Worth crossed over to the extreme. right and Bob

Hawkes acted more as a left wing forward than
- a halt back for the remainder of the games.

_ 'The winning goal came ten minutes before the
finigh and it was purely a leit wing effort. Bate-
"man stood alpne to repel the attack. He came
out and by throwing himgelf full length fisted
the first attempt away, but before he could re-
oover J. Williams met the return and drove the
ball throngh the empty goal. Being shorthanded
%t was almest impossible for Luton fo win at
his lafe stage, thongh Bob Hawkes in particula:
- made seweral gallant efforts to bring about an
equaliser, but the terrible state of the pitch at
that end of the field handicapped every efiort,
It should be stated that before his injury,
 Stephenson did get the ball into the net but ‘the
. zeferee gave ofiside agalnst someone—probably
Smith, for it could not be Stephenson as he

brought the ball dowm the field. 1t was a very
doubtiul decigion and possibly made all tho
difference to the result. Had 1t been allowed it

would have given Luten the lead for the second

B4

 Naturally the umexpecied win gave great de-
light to! the faithtul few who haye supparted
““'on,” as the club is usually called n Bonth
Wales, and truly théy can do with a little shcé
_of luck. Whether the club will be able fo con:
tinne is & very doubifal point. Mid Rhondda
~will prove a big rival. Their ground is much
better siluated in the cenire of the same district
and it is understood tho new club bave paid
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; the dressing room Wilson col-
very similar faghion to that recorded
_Bradshpw. This will give someo idea of the
dicap guch playing pitches present to playery
g bopnmasie 1 KAcl ogtitinne, L K i W
worked propably harder than any member of his

side and his being in the centre of the fisid ?ﬁ’f;
tho greator part of the game he had fo kick the
‘ball out of the mmd oftener than his colieagues,
Luton forwards never adapted themselves to the

muddy pitch and in this pachioplar Ton .Pentre
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