FOOTBALL.

Luton’s Narrow Victory Over
Portsmouth.

DURRANT SCORES WINNING GOAL.

Southemrn Alhmfme m&tch, played yester-
day on tly Aaton Tow: Tround . Result :—

LMPOTT | - b U et connrinnGalg
PoMsmomth ... . 3 goils.
Teams :-—

Luton: Mitchell; Elvey and .Tdrwm Wil-
son, Fkrith, and R M. 'ﬁawkes, Durrant,
Wileman, Hrnwis Rollinson, and Steveiis.

Perhﬂiouth Heath Johnqon and Pexter:
Walls, Ha.mﬂton, and Reid; Hogg. Moun-
teney, Quinn, Buddery, arnd Shaw

Referee: Mr. L, Bullimer (Northampton).

Durrant was given a hearty welcome on
his re-appmrance after so many years’ ab-
sence from the Luton team. His response
was 0 score the winning goal—but more of
ik parficular ‘incident later. Quite eariv4
he was prominent with a fine shot froi the
right, which passed across the goalmouth
and went just outside the far posi, A little
later he made a good rin on his -wihg, and
the next time he eame ihto the picture the |
Portsmouth goal had a narrow escape. Vur-
rant planted the ball into the lower corner -
and Heath had to be very smart to get at it.
As 1t was, he coiild only send the ball for a
commer, which Durrant placed well.  Wile-
m.an remhed it with hIS head, but as well
B pubtmg the ball out he became laid out
“"r 1f by t_he force of the ball pn his head.

@ by no means done all the at-
% 1311(,1(?1nt=.-,ry,. who had come in at in-'
s1de-1e was often on the move, and once
Quinn almoat got through, and probably
would have succeeded ha.d not Bob Hawkes
rushed: to the assistance of the backs. . The
Portsmouth forwards were more consistent
in their attacks, while Luton proceeded by
dashes. Quinn was an enterprlsmg centre-
forward. | Once he was getting aws- nicel
when Frith, by his long striges, overtoo
him and tBUBh&d the ball away from him t.o
Iame, who kicked clear. =

The first goal was scored by Rallmsan
whe had previously nearly ne.tted with a
header. On the occasion leading to the
goal the pmhmmary work was done by Dur-
rant and Wileman, whe ran the ball up and

rave it to Bm:ts. The centre-fmward’ﬂ, shot

it a back and flew off to Rollinsa». who
was standing = quite unmarked nexr goal
and had Heath at his mercx The Ports-
mouth men claimed. that e was offside.
Not being successful with this, they tried
to get even with the score, and for 3 wme
it looked ag though the Luton men wcarld
not be able to keep them out. A good shot
from' Hogg broug ht Mitchell to his knees.
Two of the Pnrtsmmxth men rushed at him
but could not get at the ball, which was
under Mitchell, who then straightened him--
self up and got rid of it. In a moment he
was saving another. Yet another shot came
‘and Mitchell, in clearing, received a
blaw on the head from Quinn, who himself
was m]urajl in rushing in.
| A l?ill I{m a foul bydDextler %:1 Wile-
. a s second goa ileman
Im‘.ns&]:f took tg?en kick, but hit the post.
Hea,t_h ami ﬂ.nothe.r Pmtsmout.h pla'yer at-

£ ':‘_'E_ pa-s‘t anf-h. Whn ad run
ell just touched it as it came

to th -?-I:Jut befm:e he ccmld do
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There was Jmore merit about Budderys

ment with a beautiful drive into the net
]:u%h up- The Luton players for a consider-
able timme pressed hard to get up with the
Pprtsmm_lth score. Durrant figured m 2a
‘Iuce individual run, but he placed the ball
belind the other forwards and ‘the Ports-
mouth men had no difficulty in getting it
before either the Luton forwards could turn
or their halves could come up. Several
times the visitors’ were in a tight fix, but
they always managed to'crowd around the
Luton forwards and prevent a clear shot at
goal, until a penalty for hands against Reid
gave the opportunity. Bob Hawkes ‘took
the kick and once more the figures were
SRR ORI L

. The referee had a long talk with Reid on
one occasion, and called him apart so that
there were only Reid and the Jinesmen to
hear what he said. He had spoken to Reid
once before. Perhaps Reid was rather an-
gry ‘at some of his decisions: even if that
were so, all the decisions did not meet with
the approval of the Luton supporters, who
on more than one occasion strongly chal-
lenged them. The home team did much
more of the pressing in the latter part of
the half.. Once Frith dropped in a long
shot, which Heath knocked out and Rollin-
son returned with such force that although
' Heath got his hands to it the ball seemed
to go over the line. At that moment Dur-
rant rushed In to score, but fell over.:
Heath and the Luton man had to be atten-
ded by the trainer.

Stevens had not been seen to advantage at
his new position at outside-left, but he im-
proved considerably towards the end and
some of his centres were capital. From one
of them, Durrant nearly scored, but Dex-
ter's legs came just in the way of the flight-
of the ball. ' As a matter of fact, the winning
goal resulted from a centre by Stevens, but
a good many feet went to its completion.
‘Wileman and Rollinson, if not Brewis also,
had an attempt before Durrant finadyv got
the ball and scored before Heath could re-
cover from his previous saves. f s

- Luton, on the whole, were fortunate to do
more than draw, though they certamly did
more of the pressing towards the close. The
Portsmouth forwards, excluding Mounieney,
were a busy lot. KElvey and Jarvie did not

ive their best displays, and frequently
gﬂth and Bob Hawkes had to go back ana
assist. Stevens was not bhappy at outside-
left until the last quarter of an hour, but
Durrant on the other wing displayed some
splendid drives. The inside men were not

articularly impressive. |
pafl‘.’he attendance was about 1,000.
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