FOOTBALL.

TREHARRIS v. LUTON, _m
plsyed 84 Treharris, on Saturday. Result:—

Luton  <hesceninriaaiin, g G o 2 goals.
ManhaTTif - gnly aiidis T Gl 1 goal.
The teams were as follow : — '

uton :»>Mitchell; Elvey and Jarvie; F.
gawkes, Frith, and R. M. Hawkes; Stevens,
wileman, Simms, Rollinson, and Wilkie.
“Troharris: Demmery; . Timmins ~and G.
williams; Downes, Owen;’ and’ Pike; Tippett,
Morgan, Wilhis, H. Willmqs, &ndWItcombe,. ;
"~ Referee: Lieut.’j?. q* QlOFfri (Lelcester). =

Except that Donaghy- was -unable to turn out
an account of an injury sustained at Ilford, the
team” which leftt Luton on Friday evening was
the same'as’“in’ the previous Southern League
gsmes, Stevens being the substitute at outside-
rght. Cardif was made the headquarters as
gsual on Friday evening, but 1t was Intended
o retnrn on Saturday, and arrangements for
the cabs to bring the party across Cardiffi were
mede, but the Senghenydd disaster quite dis-
oreanised the trafic on the @ Railway.
Although Treharris was left punctually on time,
it was a terribly slow journcey from Caerphilly
to Cardiff, and the team arrived ‘at Cardiff a
quarter of an hour after the Fishguard express
had left the Great Western Station. |
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Althoueh the Luton party did not actually
pass the ill-fated colliery, they saw plenty to
remind themn of what an awful affair it was, for
the station - was crowded with relatives and
friends in deep mourming, going or returning
from the funerals, which took place all round
the district. At Treharris the only evidence of
the disaster, however, was the small gate which
#ssembled, as hundreds had gone over the moun-
Bin to Senghenydd, it was stated. But in any
Case, the Treharris officials were not expecting a
ifge attendance, for the gates were not opened
il 5 few minutes before the advertised time
oi kKick-off. ' This, by the way, was 3.45, which,
gu,course,‘ would have been'too late at Luton,
lWE,l the light lasts much longer in the South
fall 638 area, and, as a matter of faet, 1t was
theg T.SO befpre the game was started. = Even
R reharris only mustered ten players, but

Uliams made :J.p the side ten minutes later.
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th?u}lge Surroundings are d-epres.sinfg, for every-
e,',id-em&lillpeaﬂr:a to be gommg to ruin, and it is
T o _1ttle attention 18 given to the ground.
. =~ Boal nets would certainly not pass muster

in .
gEllgla,nd, but what is a poor referee to do?
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He knows if he raises any objection it is impos-
sible to provide better, while, of course, the
visiting officials are mnot at all anxious to have
' the match postponed. As described last season,
the pitch is far from full-size, and this means
the ball is continually out of play. Only two
' balls were available on Saturday, and both of
these appeared to have been left over from last
geason. One, at least, was considerably the
worse for wear, but handicaps of this nature are
‘all part of the game in South Wales and “little

notice 1s taken.
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'~ What is far worse is the awful state of the
pitch itself. Right down the middle 1t 1s al-
most bare of brass, but in the corners the grass
is tufty and long, and it is quite impossible to
pass the ball along the ground. Apparently it
has been left to grow all the summer. Such a
thine as a roller is out of the question, as 1t

could not be brought on the ground, which 1s

best pictured as a ledge between two sireets,
one of which must be at least seventy feet below
the other. As a matter of fact, the pitch 1is
about twenty feet below the cellars of the houses
on the top side, and level with the chimney-

pots of the houses on the bottom.
* * *H

Luton lost the toss, but as both ends were
equally bad, this mattered nothing. As was ex-
pected, the wisitors kept the ball well in the
home half, without, however, testing Demmery
for the first few minutes. Wilkie was the first
player to get clear, but taking the ball into the
jungle area near the corner flag he failed to lift
it properly and it was a poor pass which Rollin-
son. got, and rather ‘unexpectedly, for' Wilkie

shaped more for a centre. However, Rollinson"

made an attempt to open the score, but he
placed the ball yards over the top of the net.
Wileman made a much better attempt a few
minutes later, when the ball just passed on the
wrong slde of the far post, Demmery standing
helpless. Sy i '
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Twelve minutes after the start, Stevens got
the better of the back and going right through
worked towards the goal with the ball. Dem-
mery might have prevented a goal if he had
come out, but he remained at his post, and

Stevens never loosed the ball until well in the 4

goal area, and then he gave the ex-Bristol
player no chance whatever with his final shot,
which opened the score. Luton appeared likely

to increase their lead when Wileman got ya a |

shot from Stevens’ pass, but Demmery, with a
clever back-handed save, sent the ball clear for
a_corner, which ‘was badly placed by Wilkie the
ball going behind. ' ; '
, _ St * * w _-
One of the home players made a delil
foul on Frith, which 'the referee did noflijsgiz?
and this spoilt the centre-half for the rema.inde;
of the game, for he went in for getting his own

baclc d } ’
: :1;313, é.n was continually pulled up for silly
* 3 A

- Wilkie, who was WeAring . a4 new pai
fox_' the first time in a match, leftpthre Offehloogl
this stage to change one of them, but nothing of |
moment happened during hig absence Bob
H&wkgs tried one of his pile-drivers 'but 1;
direction was at, fault and 'Demmery’ Was oy
called upon to pick; the ball out of the net
| A0 o o " | :

not

dropped in an awkward shot anc
three of _tl_1§ home ' forwards ’we::led well
took all Mitchell’'s ability to get the ball ¢] }
Tl_:le Lut-o]:l goalkeeper came out of the im:(?dea 3
with credit, for he cleverly took tha ball v;hfél}f

up 1t
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seemed te be making for the cornmer of the net,
and sent 1t well down tlie ﬁelfl..

The players did not leave the field at ‘half-
time, but for the first quarter of an hour there
was little of interest, exocept for a rather dan-
cerous attempt to kick the b.allli out of Dem-
mery’s hands on the part of Wllk].e._ The crowd
were inclined to resent Wilkie's action, and the

referce gave a free kick. 7
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On the whole, Treharris had put up a b'et'ter
fizht than in the first half. Still the equalising
cowl was rather a surprise when 1t did come,
and was somewhat in the nature of an accident.
The ball was within a few feet of the cormer
flag and two of the home players were on the
spot also, with Bob Hawkes on  the alert f?r
contingencies. The long grass kept the ball 1n
play, and it was unexpectedly sent across the
coalmouth by Tippett, and Witcombe dashing
‘up at the same moment headed it into the net.
The Luton defence was certainly caught napping.
but Mitchell was in no way to blame, for 1t was
by him like a flach off Witcombe’s head.
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For a time this unexpected success gave the
home players such encouragement that they
made one or iwo attempts to take the lead, b_ut
the Luton defenders were not to be caught agaln,
and five minutes later Fred Hawkes gave his
side the lead acain with a fine cross drive all
alone the ground. There was still twenty-five
minutes to play, but it was pretty certain the
Treharris players were not capable of putting
the result in danger for a second time, and they
simply laid themselve out to defend, and 1n this
they succeeded, Luton getting the points by the
lowest’ margin, It is only fair to mention tharv
Rollinson netted the ball on another occasion
from a well-executed movement, but after
giving the goal, the referee was induced to con-
sult the linesman on the far side of the field,
with the result that the ball was bronght back
“almost to the centre of the field for a free kick
for hands against someone, which incident must
have occurred quite a2 minnte before.
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As will be gathered from the remarks already
made, the game was far from a good one, and
Luton players will not take a deal of credit for
such a narrow victory. Still, the ground con-
ditions were such that it is always possible for a
big turn-up to occur at Treharris. The confined
space gives even a decent long kick from omne
goal more opportunity for. a breakaway, and
provided it falls luckily, it is always possible for
a forward lying well out to have a clean emn
into goal. ' s
. . % _ by
+ The Luton forwards were very disappointing
and’' never once got into their stride.  They
played too close a game, and seemed always to
be 1n each other’s way, while the shooting was
far from first-class; indoced, the best attempts
at ‘goal came from Bob and Fred Hawkes, so
far as power were concerned. Mitchell had real-
ly' only one shot, other than the goal, which
rave him any anxiety, and both backs did well,
Jarvie being much safer than in some recent
games. . He timed his rushes better altogether.
Elvey, however, was the cleaner kick under
pressure. - * |
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The Luton halves all did their part, but Fred
Hawkes was the star artiste of the came both in
defence and attack. At times he secemed to be
taking the whole responaibility on his shoulders,
so whole-heartedly did he go into the fray, and

1%« ‘was . mos! . gratifying . to his - comrades
waen he . pulled, the game out of the
Tt Il coemed® v likaly il Ao atiele e e R
h{s fine zoal. He has been often criticised fo}
his attempts at scoring, but he secured one of
the_ begat when 1t was required, and there-by'
mainiained Luton at the head of the table with
every, possible point. | o
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Treharris are a poor side, as their position
proves, and with the exception of Demmery.
Iimmins, Pike, and the two wingers, they'dc’»
not possess any players up to Second Divigion
strength. Of course, this should have made
Lutoq's task. all the easier, but, ‘as often -ha-p-
bens In football, the poor opposition aflected the
others, and ag it did not seem to require a deal
of effort, it was not put out, with the result that
only a bare victory was recorded, |
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