FGRWARDS FIND FORM.

Wilem&n’a « Hat Trick ” against
Abertillery.
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Weathey wonditions that wwere 'ideal for players
and spectators alike favoured Abertillery's “first ho
visit o Tmton, and although the néw  comens ‘could \
only ‘claim a win and a dvaw out of six matches, |.
they attracted close on five thousand spectadiors to |~
{he Town ground on Saturday afternoomn. It was v
rather surprising to see such a large crowd (?
assembled to witness a team that was quite an un- I
known quantity, but it is safle to say that nome }*

! amongst the crowd deft the ground with a tinge | !
of vegret at the afternoon they had spent. 1If ;
the weather was délightful, the game was equally §
N g0, and the most mundane individual must have t'i
i{ been satisfred with having had value for money, '}
{ not: merely in the' matter of goal-scoring, but alsoe I]
in the quality of the football displayed.  With i
Donachy still mesting his Ilford injury, the home- -
| sters turned out the team that travelled to Tre- |
' | harris a week previous, viz.: Mitchell; Elvey, Jar-
' | vie: Fred Hawikes, Frith, Bob Hawkes; Stevens,
' | Wileman, Simms, Rollinson; Wilkie. Abentillery |
;

claimed to be two short of their full strength, a |
| forward and-a local half-back, through injures, bub |
| the team was exactly the same as that which Luton
| beat an the ‘Abertillery ground by the odd goal of
i { three. Most of the players have figured mn
' | prominent English League football, as will be seen
N from the names: —Hurst (at one time with Brad-
ford City); Adams (with Walsall five Seasons) ;
Jamieson (assisted Milwall several seasons) ; ‘Wel-
mot, Craig, Hauxby (from West Hartlepool);
Sangster (a Londoner who was a Queen’s rark
Ranger for several seasons), J ordam (has played tor
Sonthampton, Stoke, Reading and Merthyr), Bad-
deley (the player manager who was formerly with
Stoke, Blackpool and Walsall), Griffitchs (a ocal
| who has played for Bristol and Aberdare), Bridgett
. | (for four seasons with Leeds City).
The teams lined out in bmlhiant sunshine, bub
{the sun hampered the players to such an
insignificant extent that Bob Hawkes, who hiad
choice of ends, disregarded and took the advantage
|of a very useful breeze. The result was never 1n.
. |doubt aftter the first twenty minutes, for the home
| Yorwards started off like a whirlwind, and, backed
, |ap by superb half-back work, displayed such bril-
| liant. combination and co-ahead tactics that a much
| more redoubtable defence than that of the visitors
| could have been excused faltering. Beautifully
| fed by Bob Hawkes, Wilkie had a big share in the
opening of Luton’s account four minutes from the
start. His centre was a perfect one, and breasting
the ball by the backs, Wileman oot 1t under oon-
trol and gave the goalkeeper mo chance. Wilkie
was in irresistible mood, and had already guven
the goalkeeper cause for considerable —amxievy
three or four times when, with the game twelve
minuts’ old, Stevens got away from a fine swing-
ing pass from Simms, rushed by the back and
centred olean across the goal close to the bar.
Wilkie recovered the ball on the line, returmed 1t
to the centre, where Simms failed to gather, but
Rollingon came to the rescue and did the trick, the
ooalkeeper unsuccessfully protesting that Wilkie
had centred from outside the line. The third goal
came eight minutes later, and resulted from Bob
Hawkes joining the front line. From his pass
Wilkie centred on the run with wonderful accuracy,
and Simms again missed right n front of goal,
but this only made it easier for Wileman to de-
feat the perplexed custodian. |
It really looked up 1o this point as if Luton wene
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but this only made it easier O™ v

| feat the perplexed custodian.
It really looked up to this pointi as if Luton were
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en | coing to set up dresh wrecords, for they were

o

rn | scarcely missing anything, and it was omnly due

v

e | to Hurst that the score in twenty minutes was
U |not twice three. Fred Hawkes showed that he

m | can keep them low by severely testing the goal-
ed | keeper with a hot gmounder close against the up-
re | right, and was only inches out with a long ranger.
n. [ and from corners Hurst made a succession of five
th | saves. In one of these he was hurt, but he con-

m | tinued to exhibit magnificent form, and though

—

Luton mever once melaxed theiwr pressure,' he was |

re | not again beaten before the imberval. Just before

to [ the change of ends, however, the visitors were

- | lucky to escape a penalty award, as Simms was
bowled over with the goal at his mercy, and in

ir | the secrimmage which resulted i Hurst rescuing
m | the ball, the goalkedper was mot the only one of
1e | the wisiting players who handled it. Stili, it was
le | a plucky piece of work by Hurst, and when he
of | changed ends after the interval his brilliant dis-
y | play was freely recognised by the crowd.

n- | The Abertillery forwards had a very capable
d [leader in Baddeley, and their combination during
n | the first half was often promising, but it was not
n [good enough to cope with the dexterous work of
d | the Luton halves, who were all right on top of
e | their game, and Elvey and Jarvie had a comfort-
m | able time, while Mitchell was mrarely employed
I- | until the second half. It was not until then that
e | the visitors got their first cormer, and for a flew
1l | minubes they gave promise of improving, but the
k | larger share of the exchanges which fell to their
n | lot was purely on sufferance, and as soon as Luton
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remewed their exertions the game became as one-
sided as ever. The Abentillery defence were all art
sea, with the exception of the goalkeeper, who
continued to be their saviour, and their exaspera-
tion showed itself in a good deal of unmecessary
roughness. Simms and Stevens were particularly
marked out for this sort of attention, and the

| crowd frequently did not see eye to eye with the
reteree, Mr.  R. R. Crump, of East Dulwich, in
passing over fouls, which were often clumsy and
very apparent. Stevens was very persistent with
his dashes, in spite of the treatment meted out
to him, and there were unsuccessful appeals for |
penalty awards in respect of offences against both
the mght wingers.

Play was not long at a time away from the |
vicinity of the visitors’ goall, and the goalkeeper
had made fine saves from Wilkie and Simms In
quick succeszion, when Simms drove home a beauty
trom twenty yards’ range, which was just under

the bar. This occurred twenty minutes from the

restart, and from this point Hurst was mnearly
| always i the picture, his saves including a shot,
from Wileman, which was quite characteristic of
the player, and one of his best. Ten minutes later,

venting Wileman' fro machieving ‘his-‘‘hat trick.”
Simms and one of the backs both essayed to . get
their heads to a fine centre from Wilkie, and they
bcth missed, leaving Wileman with the goal at his
mercy. And didn’t he ram it home? Immediately
after Rollinson was distinctly unlucky to miss with
a sparkling cross shot, but he was rewanded before
the end by an easy goal from Stevens’ centre.
Luton were also awarded a penalty flor one of the
le*t, back’s many fouls on Stevens. The crowd
badly wanted Bob Hawkes to take it, but he gawe
Wilkie the chance to get among the goal scorers,
and the outside-left cleardly showed he is not
accustomed to shooting straigcht at the goal, his
eifort going yards wide. It was just. previous to

f ; however. he had not a ghost of a chance in pre-

1n the match, Sangster getting away from a mis-
kick by Jarvie, and crossing the ball with a centre,
which Mitchell kept out of goal with difficulty.

’thius that Abertillery came their nearest to scoring

But there was no one up to make use of the oppor-
| tunity, and the only result was Abertillery’s second
eorner kick, so that the final score was:

LUTON 6, ABERTILLERY 0.

The game was oo ‘onesided to call for many
comments, but it is only flair to the visitors to cay
that mm being 'O"UJt»pL&}’Gdj they were not disgraced,
because ’[i_u*bon were 1n Irresistible form.  Their
backs and goalkeeper were almost onlookers for the
reason that better half-back play has rarely been
seen on the Town ground. Bob Hawkes was a
regular wizard, and frequently ‘brought the
house down '™ with his dlever artistry, and the
simple trickery by which he circumvented the oppo-
sition, and the recegnition accorded his colleagues
was not less maxr kedJ Fred Hawkes once more per-

forming brilliantly. The forwards also gave their

best display of the season, the omnly flault being

tha;t Sftevens was ‘‘hall mark” —except as a penalty




s‘f 'f=ot-a.nd Wale Wi o ‘ th
§his Triton ho m‘m was in eu:perrb form Wi

Wwes an dforwards the honours were
%'Oﬁ b_ly; }.ﬁﬁ st, who has nothing to cause him to
P » Ygpon the game with regret. The de-

f?:ioe 2 2 front of hnm however, was very shaky,
o ﬁhfe. forwards had httlfe* or Tid htedP from their
h’? .ahness: - -

B S

'I‘H}E OENTRE FORWARD POSITTON.

vy corresporrdent, who signs himself ‘‘The Sﬂent
-".ne »’ writés:—“I beg to submit that the Directors

and Supperters’ ‘Committee of the Town Club
should make a. great effort, before it be too late,

to ébnenm*‘ifhen the team at oentre-:forward its weak-
ness in qiha,t important position being obvious. In

any cage, why has Brewis, who b-ea,rs an excellent
‘record 0.“f marksmans'hlp, never been given a ‘chance

‘to show what he can do in a home Southern League
‘mabch? T think the great ma]orlty of the specta-
‘tors would like to see him. It is fortunate that
such a capable outside right as Jimie Dirrant has
‘been signed on, 4nd everybody hopes he will be fit
f;amd wefnfor all %he 1mporta,nt pro#hotion matches.”




FOOTBALL NOTES AND|
NEWS.

By “Vigilant.”

LUTON'S LAST HOME MATCH FOR A
MONTH.

It must be a matter of keen regret to many,
after the brilhamt exhibition to which the light
 bluwes treated a mightly appreciative crowd on

Saturday, that there is a month to elapse before
“they have another competition game on the Luton
“Town groun<i. The display of the forward line,
which has lately left room flor considerable improve-~
‘ment, was the more gratifying after the disap-
pointing result at Treharris, and right Uhrough
the eleven could not fail to strike one as a likely
promoton~winning side. It was not merely that !
they beat Abertillery by six clear goals. Treharris
earliér on were beaten on the Town ground by six
clear woals, but in that case the Lubton team were
a long, long way from covering themselves with
glory, whereas on ‘Saturday they were absolutely in
real tiptop form—aye, and form which would hawe
accounted comflortably for any Southern Leagtia
rivals. Abertillery, without question, played the
smartest football of any of the Welsh teams dhat
‘have visited Lamiton this season, and yet they were
outplayed so completely that one could not have
'marvelled at ' the final score, however large it ¥night

have been. Taton have never come so madr this
season to being classed as a great team, and if
they can show anything like the same #orm at
Llanelly next Saturday, and Ton Pentre a fortnight

later, they can hardly fail to arrive at their next
home came with the mazximum number of points.
! % » «

It is net often that there are three of fthe Welsh
Second Division clubs playing in England on the
same d@ry, but it was so on Saturday. 'Barry were
at Brentford, and were beaten by 5-<0, but were
rather Tucky not to have a worse fate than Aber-
tillery had at Luton. Mid Rhondda visited Croy-
don CGommon and showed the people at Selhurst
how hicky the Robins were to bring a point away
from Tony Pandy. They were beated by 2—0, but
still they proved a stiff proposition, ‘and Luton will
not biave to be off colour when they come here on
Nov. 15th. Two of the three metches played m
Wales resulted in pointless draws between Ton
Pentre and Mardy and Treharris and Pontypridd.
This was Ton Pentre's second. point and Tre-
harris'’s first, and Pontypridd’s failure there shows
that, like Newport County, they are mot the side
they were reputed to be.—Newport, on Thursday
beat Brentford, the conquerors of Swansea a week |
ago, in a Southern Alliance game, but on Saturday
they came down 3—0 at Swansea. ‘
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