- Southern League Div. IL.

e H‘ LLANEE_LY V. LUTON
Plaved at Llanelly on Safourda,y "~ Result s

,JIa,nelly s D ege s Rl e s e goa,ls.
Luton “ ]

The teams were as follow gk
Luton—Mitchell ; Elvey and Jarvie: F.

b

Hawkes, Frith, and R. Hawkes; Stevens, Wlle--
man, Slmm“' Rolhnsun and VVlUrle * -

‘Llanelly—Bailifl; Bracher and James; Gough
'M‘a,r‘tm and Norris; Osborne, Groves, Free-
-_ma,l Curtl.a, a,nd Pa,yne

;;Re;,ercae Mr. J.. Palmer (B nsto]) Bk

“When Luton Journeyef‘l to Portsmout‘ last
week they were commencing a series of ma,tches ]
’rluch entail travelling over 2.060 miles before
again appearing at home. The opening fixture
Was ‘very satisfactory, and hopes were enter-
ftalned that the prolonged tour would result in
‘retaining their unbe%ten Southern League cer-
'. tlﬁca,te. &lthO"lgh 1t Was rea.hsed they were- up |




Luton naturally turned out the same team
which had earned the fine victory the previous
weck, althongh Donazhy had praciically re-
covered from his injury and was prepared to
play. He was at Paddington when the party
left,. and was evidently disappointed at not
havmg. A game. A change was made in the
travelling arrangements, and the players went
right throngh to Swansea on Friday night,
which only left a comparatively short journey
on Saturday before the match. Although on
the main Fishguard route, Llanelly has a very
boor service, and is one of the worst places for
even the majority of Welsh clubs to get to. |

* .4

The playing pitch is full size, and in this
respect presents no handicap, but last seaszon
about one-third of the area was a regular
swamp, and on that side the field is still far
from 1deal. On the whole, however, it is the
| best playing pitch Luton have visited in South
Wales so far this season, so there iz no excuse
on that score for ithe defeat. The kick-off WAS
very early for Wales, being at three o'clock, and
the gate was not so large as expected until well
| after the start, but at the finish there would
be about 2,500 spectators, although +the pub-
lished attendance was 5,000.
| . ] L -

The sun was greatly in evidence when the
teams came out, and as Bob Hawlies lost ihe
toss 1t meant Luton were compelled to face it,
and up to the interval they were congiderably
bothered from this cause.
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The home players went off in great -style, and
were evidently determined to rush the situation
1f possible before Luton had settled down. For-
tunately, at this stage the Luton defence were
very ‘steady, and no real impression could be
made. The first time Luton put on pressure
they were pulled un by the referee, Simms being
judged to have handled the ball as he was |
forcing his way through the backs. | .

This, however, was only a temporary attack, |.
and the home forwards were soon back in thel
Luton quarters, and Curtis landed the ball on
the top of the net when well placed. Matters
| looked very ominous when a free kick was given
against Jarvie, but Mitchell saved the mituation
at the expense of a corner, This was well
placed, but again Mitchell proved equal to the
occasion by clawing Osborne’s shot close in,
|and finally pressure was relieved throngh

sborne getting offzside,
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Luton now did a bit of attacking, and two
corners were ‘forced in succession without any
eflective result. The play was pretty fast, and
on the whole even, midway in the opening half,
both sides striving hard for the leading point.
Once or twice Mitchell did well to save his
charge, while Bailiff at the opposite end was
compelled to make some of his well-known
clearances, and he came out in his best style
to the delight of the crowd. Omne save from a
centre by Wilkie was loudly cheered, for the
Luton' forwards had got clear of the backs and
only Bailiff stood in the way. The home goal-
keeper also did well to punch the ball right over
the heads of the Luton forwards following a
corner kick forced through Wilkie’s play on
the left. | -
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The home right wing were, however, Very per-
sistent at this stage, and but for some fine tack-
ling by Jarvie must have forced a goal. But
they were eventually beaten back, and a pro-
longed: attack was set up by Luton without
anyone getting a clear opening, the ball bounc-
ing about in the home goal area until Rollinson
put it just by for a goal kick. Wileman was
badly fouled, but recovered himself, and was in
s nice position for shooting, when the' referee
blew for a foul, a: diversion which helped the
offenders rather than Luton, for they were able
to pack their goal and get the ball away.
Another, promising movement was spoilt by the
referee giving offside apparently against Wile-
man when Simms was making his way weil into
goal, but as Wileman kept behind the centre- |
forward it was a bit difficult to understand th
v by S R R Sl T T R i
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- Payne had a fine chance for
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towards the interval to get in a
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- waa the jubilation around tixe ropes. o=
?::: Jctltuo. LutonJ players got over the resentr?fe.:t:;t
at what ‘they thought to . be the ‘un ];11&-
ness of the decision, another goalb 19,
boen registered against them, Groves elg_%
the one to put the ball in _the net by mea.niod
what was probably a miskick, for Ml’rghe}:l 'a.h
planted himself in position for dealing  wit!
Groves’ shot, and practically bloclf_:ed {he w;y
for a direct attempt, but the hall slgddded off tho
player’s boot and went 1n at a dlfferentp angle
altogether. It was a very lucky goal indeed,
but none the less effective.

B B4 L
There was still tweniy - five minutes
left for: 'play,  but . soi well v were the
Scarlets playing 1t was mnext - to 1mpoes-
sible to expect a sudden change, a,nd_ Luton
wore a beaten side. Although once or twice they
made an attack. they failed to'keep it up, and
a brilliant goal from Curtis made the score
into three, Mitchell just touching the ball as 1t
flew through at a terrific pace. The last ten
minutes Luten certainly made desperate eflorts
to at least get one goal, if only to keep j;]_le
record of scoring in every maich, but B_alhﬁ
played in brilliant style, one save from Simms
being a remarkable effort, and the end came
with Llanelly leading by three clear goals.
t B ]

Thore were stages in the game when the
result hung in the balance, and if the referee
had awarded Luton a penalty in the first half
when Wileman was deliberately pushed off the
ball when about to shoot, quite a different result
might have come about. as it would have given
Luton plavers confidemce for the remaining |
stages of the game. But the offside goal soon |
after turning round had such an effect on the
players of both sides that it can be reasonably
claimed this point settled the resalt. For sheer
dash no side this season have come up to
Llanelly, and for this the crowd were un-
doubtedly responsible, for they kept up a con-
tinued roar of encouragement from the moment

the first goal was allowed.
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The Scarlets were quicker and smarter
altogether, and quite knocked the Lutonians
of their game, and only .ome or . two
of the latter side played up to their
reputation. As a forward line they were miles
below their Abertillery form, and only Wile-
man seemed eapable of holding his own with the
home defenders in a tussle for possession.
Fred Hawkes again did all that could be
reasonably expected, while Frith worked his
hardest to stem disaster, coming to the assis.
tance of his backs whenever thev wera hard
pressed. Jarvie, particularly in the first half, |
played a grand defensive game, and Mitchell
was not to blame for the disaster in any way,
and mlght_ casily have been boaten oftener
without disgrace. Altogether, it was a dull
November day for Luton, and the playvers them-
selves were very down-hearted at the finish at
the unexpected result, for there is no doubt
vqha,tevqr they have set their minds on promo- |
tlon this season, and recognise they will now
have a much harder task than anticipated.

Caerphilly, 1: Croydon, 2.
Stoke, 5; Treharris, 1.
Pontypridd. 3© Marde n




FOOTBALL.

Luton’s First Defeat.

The sad ceremony of puiting a stroke oppo-
gite Luton in the third column of the table
has had to be performed this week. It was
wttmg quite a mnerve-trying ordeal to make
glterations week after week in every other
eolumn but those under lost and drawn, and
now Llaneclly have removed that tensicnn—cml:;r
to create nerve-tension of another sort, for the
s¢hought will now be whether there will be con-
gtant additions to that dread list. Of course.
no one will be pessimistrc enough to suggest it
is the beginning of the end. There are no
‘doubt those who will say, “I told you so.”
And there may even be another shock in process
of generation at Pontypridd for next Saturday,
but at any rate there will be a good chance for
recovery on the following Saturday at Ton
Pentre, in preparation for the resumption of

ome matches. There can, however, be no hid-
ing the fact that such a big defeat at Llanelly
was 2 disappointment, and apparently not only
to Luton football supporters, but to the Luton
players as well, It comes specially hard after
guch a run of successes, A check to the trinm-
phant progress was bound to come, and after
q.ll Llanelly are nof insignificant foes whose
trinmph adds degradation to defeat, for they
hold qnite a reaspectable place in the +table.

There are only the English clubs and Swunsea

gbove them, and Llanelly have played fewer
msaiches than any of these.
0 =

' Croydon now take the head of the table be-
cause of a slightly better goal average than

Luton, but they had quite & difficulty in win-
ning at Caerphilly, where the home team gave
one af their best displays. The score was. even
until the last few minutes, when a free kick
against Caerphilly led to Croydon scoring the
winning goal. Bateman is stated to have
played very cleverly. Stoke, at home, added five
to their previous 15 goals, at the expense of
Treharris, who seem to exist for the benefit of
the goal average of other clubs. True, they did

gRcore once, so they have now four goals, but,

there, 28 against ! Pontypridd, whom Luton
have to visit next Saturday, scored three against
Mardy. The Luton defence will have to keep
their eyes on O’Hara, apparently, for he scored
all the goals. Ma,rdy were handicapped for
more than half the match through their centre-
half, Griffiths, having to be carried off on
account of a wrenched knee, but there was some
kind of an offset in the fact that Purdy could
give but little assistance to Pontyprldd all
*mugh the second half because of an injury.
* Moy __
There Wete Awd English Cup games in Wa.les,

l.nd they were of a very vigorous nature. Swin-
- 8ea managed to beat Mid Rhondda by the only

goal, 'bnt Aberdare forced a draw &t Newport.

ﬁhera twa goa,la were scurad PaioE G G
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