ONLY ONE GOAL IN THE RETURN.

Two Penalties Saved by Newport
Custodian.

Fully ten thousand spectators witnessed the re-
{turn match at Luton on Boximg Day, in spite of a
jdull and cheerless sort of afterrnoon which was not
entirely {free from rain, amd there was such a tre-
mendous difference in the constitution of the two
teams from those which had met at Newport the
day before that it is necessary to record the full
list of players who lined out mnder the charge of

Mr. H. G. White, of Great Marlow, a referee new
to the Town ground '

Luton :—Abbott ; Elvey and Jarvie: Fred Hawlkes,
Frith, and Wllson Stevens, Brems P Lovell,

Bob Hawkes, and Wﬂhle.

. Nvepeort :—McLeod ; Bullock and Flanders: Green
Edwards and Preec«e Spittle, Payne, Ma,t{hews,
Enricht, and Llndley '

1t will be seen that the constitution of the
Newport team was altered in no fewer than five
positions, although actually there were only two
fresh pla,yem introduced, Spittle, the regular right
b&ck went to outmdve nﬂrh’o to make room for Bul—-
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inside r Ight Payne, a reinstated -an:mtéur, who was )
p, |O0Ce a professional at Ilkeston. The Blues were
o6 Intending to rest Robinson, Wilson and Donaghy |
for Elvey, Bob Hawkes and BStevens, but their
03 plans had to be altered in consequences of mjuries
op |t Wileman and the sudden illness of Rollinson. |
90 Wilson had to keep his place at left half, Brewis
17 | oved from centre to imside right; Bob Hawkes
13 ) ook the inside left berth, and Punch’ Lovell, the
13 Clarence amateur, filled the gap at centre forward.
19 | Thus only one regular member of the front line was
10 {10 his accustomed position, and that was Wilkie.
Although opening against a strong and choppy
cross wind, which played some pretty pranks with
the ball, Luton started in such Ppromising style
that, thanks to the enterprise exhibited by Bob
Hawkes and Lovell, they looked for all the world
as if they meant running up another big score
to atone for the reverse at Newport. Lovell quickly
put himself on good terms with the crowd by his
ty, | tearless work, and after Fred Hawkes had tested
in lt-h-e goalkeeper with a high shot from a corner
1s poorly placed by -fS;.evens, Bob Hawkes narrowly
ort | missed the far postfwith a lovely drive, The visi-
ry. | tors were exhibiting the same sturdy defence asz on
u- | the previous day, but Flanders was extremely lucky
ey |to clear for a corner when Lovell seemed clear
ve | throWgh, but only seven minutes had eone when
Iso | the Newport defence was pierced. The Clarence
eT- | amateur prettily got the ball out to the wing, and
li- | although Wilkie did not centre with his accustomed
rd | accuracy, I'red Hawkes met the ball well and gave I
or {1t up to Lovell. The amateur was effectively
he | barred from a shot, try as he would to make an
ds | opening, but following up Bob Hawkes let fly as
the ball came from the back, and scored with a
P }ﬁne drive just inside the corner, |

= U1 =] 00 ©

The Luton forwards never afterwards looked back
diring the first half. The dutside wingers were
oot particularly brilliant, but the inside men were !
frequently doing clever things, and the Blues’
superiority in the field was so marked that there
was only once during the half that Abbott had to
clear, and then he had to run out to do it. Me-
Leod, en the other hand, was simply inundated
witk work, and the more he had to do the more
Be shone. Lovell, when once sent through by
Brewis with a magnificent pass, shot splendidily,
and brought the goalkeeper to his knees, and the
referee would certainly not have been stretching
N | the spirit of the law if he had civen Luton a
Y | penalty, because after Lovell had shot he was il-|
a- | legally brought down, and this prevented him fol-
Y- | lowing up when the goalkeeper had failed to clear
at the first attempt. Bob Hawkes was most per-
U™ | sistent in testing the goalkeeper, essaying several
fine shots, and Brewis also drove in well from long
range. Bob Hawkes and Lovell were frequently
prominent in unison, and eventually from a clever
). | centre by Stevens a penalty was given away by
Newport. Elvey was called up to take the kick,
and once more he failed to do for the Town what he
almost consistently did for the Clarence. It was
no fault of his. He shot straight, hard and true for
the inside part of the post, but McLeod got across
the goal with astonishing rapidity and brought off |
a wonderful save. The remainder of the half was
not nearly so exciting, for Luton were always
pressing, but there was not so much promise about
their attacks until Bob Hawkes cleverly robbed one
of the visiting defenders and ran clear through into
the penalty area. It looked to be a gift, but Bob
~ | did not shoot as accurately as usual, and a terrific .
» [drive hit the cross bar and returned into play. |
- | Lovell promptly headed back, but this time the
© | coalkeeper was ready, and so the half-time score |
U l<tood :—Luton 1, Newport 0. |

Newport restarted with Spittle retumming to his
’ | accustomed position, and settled down to play the
* | one-back came wilth some degree of success from
° | their point of view, and with disastroms mesults to
' the came from the onlookers’ standpoint. But Bob
> | Hawkes was quite a match for these tactics. Get-
- ting a pretty forward pass from Lovell, he ran
: clean through, and the back was in such difficulties
that McLeod had to come to his assistance, and
even then was so much harassed by the Luton
: captain that he cleared his line with the mtmost

difficulty. On another occasion he gaimed posses-
‘| sion in the Luton half of the field, -and blazing the
| ball out to the right, cave Stevens ample OppoT-
tunity of showing off his paces. The outside right
‘| was on it like a shot, and was completely cleax
| when he was deliberately broucht down. The erowd
linstantly called for Bob to take the penalty
awarded, and the Luton captain acquiesced, but he
was no more fortunate than Elvey. McLeod fisted
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; t serious | tio
frequently thr wed danger. The firs
p*e?e of f;'mk ADb®ott had to do was when he Tan | py;

out some vards and got brllharntly away a centre | «id

srom Bullock, which was hung up 1n the wind, and | fx

it was a trifle fortunate that a hot return from | a
Green before Abbott had got back into goal was ha,
impaded by another of the NeWport players. There ha
was another sich of relief when a terrific free kick | 11
shot from Flamdms missed the post. Payne was, | g
however, the only Newport player to trouble Abbott | 5¢]
with a direct shot, and there was not nearly so |, -
much danger from the wvisitors’ attack as when the | ¥y
homesters got going. This they did very strongly | ag
in the c]{}smﬂ' staacrezs Lovell and Bob Hawkes went | Ry
through ﬁnely with close passing, and when their | ha
progress was barred Brewis, followmnf up, Just | he
missed the post with a real gem. Then from a | {¢
breakaway @ Stevens mmpletely beat  Flanders | ¢4
with a really clever dribble cross the goal, only to | Je
he brought down most deliberately when in the act ¢
of shootmﬂ' It was the most obvious penalty of D
the match, but the referee would not listen to the | 5;
appeal. Tuton lLad another piece of bad luck. ;

Stevens took the back and goalkeeper by surprise ; .
when they were waiting for the ball to go over the}y,
line, and promptly hooked it into the centre for
Lovell to easily net, but the referee held that it
had been out of play. For the rest, the chiet

feature of the play was the brilliant work of Mc—-
Leod, whose saves, from Lovell and Bob Hawkes
partlcular alone made the final result—Luton 1,

Newport 0.

view, but s:tlll Luton were ]mmeas»urably the-
superior side, and Newport owed the narrowness of
the marein sole.ly to the brilllant work of Mecleod,
who was wanting in nothing. Certainly the Luton
forwards could mot be blamed for not scoring
cftenmer. Neither of the outside men did partlcu-
larly well, Stevens being very wild and erratic,
but the Il’lSlde men w«orke:d well together, and were
ever ready to seize upon oap'po**tumtles Bob Hawkes
was a hucre success in the front line. He was the
ms'twator of nearly all the most dangerous move-
ments and there was not a player on the field who
appmached him for cleverness. Lovell also did
splendidly in his first Southern League game. He
showed to good purpose the value of husﬁolmg, and
was most unluokv not to be returned as a scorer.
Fred Hawkes was as serviceable as ever, and was
a big aid to the forwards, while Frith did so much
work in defence that the backs had little anxiety,
and the goalkeeper practically none. N ewport’s
cleverest forward was Matthews, but it was in de-

goalkeeper and Fla,nad-ersn who although only twenty
15 a ‘‘fine broth of a boy,” and :repute;d to be th-a
| biggest kick in the ,Souatherrn League. At any rate, :

there are few players who have sent the ball out |
of the Lutocn Toswn crround S0 often; in. one game.
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Phe bl time slage has been reached in another
il soasom, and the results of the Christmas
sroerao e in the Second Division of the Southern |
longiie bave panned out in such a way that thai Wi
competition for promotion promises to be of the P
koenast 21l most interesting character in the new L
venr.  Tho outstanding features of the holiday he
ansocs 1 the Second Division were Brentford's X
Wiy defont at the hands of Croydon Common om te
{hrislmos marning, and Luton’s success on Satur- ht
day in breeking the Robins' sequence of home vie- pl
tories in their League games. Both these games | h.
arcibed  considerable interest, especially so the ta
waleh at Brentford, because of the fact that both {#
e contostants had unbeaten Southern League |
waoords, 'The Bees had not dropped a point m 2
aine wamds, and it is easy to imagine the enthus- IE
b whish must have piSvailed among the Tof- )
‘won'a suoporters when their team upset Brent- |
fomil's pecord by scoring the omly goal in u tre- C
Liand usly exciting matoh, Five special trains and [U
3 soore o motor buses from the Croydom district B
somiribulod  to an  extraordinarily enthusiastic N
~svwd ol (rifin Park, and there was a memorable g

S
P
S

o one when ten minutes before the end Barnfather
Gawted the deciding goal. The players were as
sxeitwl a: 1@ crowd, and Barnfather was carried
<heruder hish by his comrades. According to all
y woonte. (vovdon seem to have been rather lucky
o sain Lott points, for although the Brentford for-
e o not distinguish themselves by much abil-
v o wccent chances, it seems to be the gemeral
ow ‘hat they did not deserve to lose.

& * ©

As then nther two hﬂl‘idﬂy games were at Sel-
Wi 1ho (obins and their supporters were justi-
fisd. aiier the sumptuous meal made at the Bees'
‘abls oo Christmas morning, in looking to them to
proviae further ‘‘braces.” It was naturally ex-
pected that they would make a short snack of |,
Aestillary on Boxing Day, and the ten thousand
soeetntors who attended at the Nest ‘were plainly
ntected witl a spirit of super-enthusiasm, butb they
had in Lottle up their spirits in the first half, for
\hartillery out up a surprisingly stubborn defence,
wod vonla would mot come. Within ten minutes of

ik

ihe bancs of ends the Robins were two goals up,
b this wae the limit of the scoring, and making
211 2llawance for the capable defence of the Welsh-
an 10 wae n disappointing performance. Still the
greatoot 1 wppointment for the Croydon supporters
s 14% upid last, in their failure to capture the |
nogiia (=m Luton. This was the first set-back |
e have had at home, and must have been the
more ¢alling in that it came from what on paper
was 4 mere shadow of the team which put the
oline ot of the cup. As a result, Croydon are |
only a yoint ahead of Luton with a game in hand,
i nerothcoless their prospects of promotion are
extreine v rosy in that they have disposed of all
Jheir mont damgerous away games with the solitary
a-ceptiom of Luton. They have been to Stoke, M:d |
Phondda,. Caerphilly, Llanelly, Swansea, and Brent-
Fnidd withoul meetine with defeat, and in that re-
spech hold a deciled advantage over their rivals. |
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Cpoydou have to go away twice this week, being |

. ane at Aberdare on Thursday, and ab Barry on
 Halurday, bub unless there is a considerable falling
wwwy in form they ought to be almost certain of |

maintainin- their present position as leaders., Onu |

paper, at any rate, there would seem to be con-

widera iy move doubt as to who will finish. second

 $harn who w1l finish first. Luton at present main-
inin hat podtion, although they did not met as |

vauy pointe as either Brent ford or Stoke. The

| Wens of course, had the Croydon set-back to putL
" eninet the overwhelming victory of 7—0 they regis-

4 seoansl the luckless Treharris side on Boxing
L Doy, and 3 win of 70 on Saturday over Newport
o wnty— a4 performance which would not show up
b rovten i a sood light were it Mot for the fact that
b fHe Blues had to reckon with a wonderful display
Ler wonitkeeping. Stoke, as was expected, _gained
b tha maximom number of points from their two
L pamcs with Caerphilly, winning 4—0 at home, and
% 3 i Wales. Swansea, the only danger amoilg
b e Woldl, teams, did ditto, scoring 4—1 at Tre-
harria on coturday, after having a hard Boxing

v 1un at nome against Pontypridd, who only
st By {ho ordd goal of three. Pontypridd drew a.t-‘
. hrea couls oll on the Mid-Rhondda ground on
q.. .{'J"Q_I-ig;-g'jjﬁ-_? E‘Lj’, but play:i-mg at home on Sat-u-rday |
1 {hev could only beat Aberdare by the on:ly agoal
% ssared,  Llanelly had only one match during the
¥ Holidaye, being beaten on the Ton Pentre ground
an Naturday by the only goal of the game. Barry
] wera snceeessful ab Abertillery by 2—1, and also
‘o "ﬁ-{"ﬂ 2.2 a1 home ag.a.inst Aberdare. It will there-
| %ore be soen that Aberdare put up two.very o0l
¥ ...mrt'ﬁrm anoee during the holidays, but they m_aa'red
b iheis by starting off badly, as at Treh?.rrm on
b Chrdstmas Day they provided that team with their
L finiy Recond Division success of the season. '_I‘l:_le
S Seore was 1, and for the moment Aberdare join
‘o ut ‘the bottom of the table. Mardy at

i "Creharri ‘
fsme beaf Too Pentre 5—2, and effected a point-

T
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'.k - dveor on . Saturday with Mid-Rhondda, th_e game
Ay phicee teams at Mid-Rhondda on Boxing Day
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As for Tabon, it was generally agreed that they | 2
wouls o well if they managed to pick up four |2

Poiarhs -'.f-'i.#._:".rr_-_- Christmas, and the fact that they t]
aromg s off o surprise by drawing at Selhurst on |S
Matmrday haw I am afraid, only served to accent1- ]f
mhe the feclinge of dl%a,ppomtmeut which the defeas | D
i N awmort Sa Christmas Day occasioned. The

i f-i'in' 11"1 of the Luton forwards to finish well, and {2
L 2t 11 r hfeuce set up by Newport, were the | B
faciars which brought about Luton’s defeat, *or |4
1 V BUDEIOr were 1‘hey In initiating movements and | ¥
3

“dveloning them up to a point that they had quite |V
thiee-guarters of the play, and yet scarcely ever |t
displyed an approach to scoring powers. Abbott, |V
o1 Lhie obher hand, was only tested seriously three |V
tines and bwice he had not a ghost of a chance.{T
¢ was rauch the same in the returm match it |’
1l Laten, Uiboaoh in this case it was not so much lack |1
o Buish among the forwards as sturdy defence and | ¢
¢ vemarkonly fine exhibition of goalkeeping which |!?
Wwrpvoantod ~oals accruing to the number the run of | €
| [he eechan,ee warranted. Luton had two penalties, {1
(e @onld Yave kad a third, and they netted the |!
‘ ’.'.H: bwice, birt the official result was only 1—0, and |°
ciwrprds the end they had to play desperately hard |
i'n.- ‘r&.,.fﬁ!:.la-- ‘Hie two points. These two results did |
ol e proedise. \ "l‘y well for the match at Selhurst,
L ospecially woth the team the Blues were compelled |
Lo fall L‘-::‘-:L:‘ upon, and the division of points with
B Urordon Common, besides being a distinet feather
b Abbodt’s cop, will de much to restore the team |
ok Lo good graces of the local following, and revive
§ Dops of a plice among the top two.
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#tier all, aa even division of points for three
] “atches, lwo of which were looked upon as stiff
| =nectnters awey from home, is not a bad perform-

AllA . Lla more 80 whnen one remembers how un-
| wky Lmion hbave been with their players of late.
{} Not only were Durrant and Mitchell not available
m any of tha hohﬂay games, but Simms was also

#ili an anhsentee, The medical certificate sent along,
H m _11:;7-4---: nis non-arrival in Luton for the match
| ',-wi"'ﬂ Aberdors a week ago stated that he was
witering from gastritis, and although the hope was
at that tine expressed that he would be able to
*ra* r~] by Tuesday nothing more had been heard
H fro0: Wim up t1ll Boxing Day, and it is therefore
prﬂulmed that he 1s st.lll lying at his home at
St Fhiclds unwell. This was bad enough to
stars wta, buf, on Christmas Day Wileman again
hed a veturn of his thigh trouble, and on Bonmg
Uay Rollinson was found in bed quﬂ‘ermn' from a
seve e uternsl cold which. rendered it dang-erous
B for Him to come out of doors.  These difficulties
(1! were gol over on Boxing Day by Bob Hawkes tak-
_ing U & pocition m the_f.orwa,rd line, and *‘ Punch”
ln:rw-itl assisting thé Town for the first time in
rﬂle %&hh:m l.eague, but neither of these players
waro. 2 vailable i'oq' q:aturduay, as Lovell had promised

f.n play far the Clarence, and Bob Hawkes had to
hcrv off in Lhe worning. The Town Club were there-
rore roduecd to utilising every professional they had
~eft avarlable ‘rrespective of the positions to which
'j ey were accustomed, and when one looks at the
i j atrance conopaesition of their side the result against

| ©vovdon omst be vegarded as among their finest
(i acbievements,

* * *

| Llancily were due to visit Luton next Saturday,
Yt the fxturc has been rearranged. This is hardly
. a surprise  pccause when the Aberdare fixture was
m doubt Lianelly were desperately anxious to re-
,‘anamue the m‘.,tch for a week ago, They have
i 2 Waith suptie on mext Sa,tm'd-av, and the League
mwtch at Luion has been fixed for Saturday, Feb
mth The laton players have accort}i:nﬂly been
riven o weel« R leafve of absence.
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Imtan’ vwat o Newport on Christmas Day was
aparded there as one of the most attractive games
¢ tho season, and the attendance was easily a
eoord for ihe Somerton Park enclosure. The
mx'n;., Day inateh alen proved gnite a2n avers e
Ghday atteaction at Luton, the wilendames heing
ﬁt 10,000, m‘ld the gate £261,



year is as follows:—
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The Second Division table up to the end of bhe i

I e R ST R
Croydon Common .. Il S0 36 B 2
Luton Towm ... ... 1018 e U I 48 B 29
Btoka .\ e LR ST R LA
Brentford ... ... . 1. el St s, G ST (I~
Ponbypridd .. s 175 TR B T TR S B Y- :
Swansea Town ... ... ... RS U LS e OB ey ;
Llanelly . R B S VR A
Newport County ...... VAR e o N Pl Ty ) R )
Barry .. Y QN o R O N~ ¢ I L TR :
Gwerph1Uy ok ) R T N S T
Mardy ... ... . J [ SR R Sl e IR R
' Mld-RhOIldtd& ......... i1 ey - e (e (D) R
Ton Pentre ... ... .. b R s R TR W
Abertillery ... ... .. 2 Tl TR (05 G BT 8 R
Aberdare .. 10 & w8 12 30 4

i el A 1 SERRR R 1 .t
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The Blues’ Christmas opponents, Newport County,

will be at Luton again on the first Wednesday i
February for a Southern Alliance game. This 1s

Luton’s next match in the Alliance, but Newport |
have two games in the competition during January.
They visit Southend United. on the 21st, and en-
tertain Southampton on the 29th. So far they
have, like the Blues, lost nine points, but they have
played three games less. Croydon Common alsoi

have one game during Januvary, being due to enter-
tain Portsmouth on the 21st. The only other Alli-
ance fixture for the month is between Brentford
and Southend at Brentford on the 12th, and for
this game Mr. Arthur Tearle, of Luton, is

E.Tp.hm T4 TeN T 2

the

referee. Appended are the positions and records |
to the end of 1913:— -. t
_ | BN R
Croydon Common ... ...12 7 3 2 18 12 16
L7k M e s I USAERRERE, -~ I SN S G R 1 W B
Brighton and Hove Al RS o et - iR ol (W
IEHON GOty L S Sy TR A O I TR e B
Cardiff City... ... ... L GRS, SRRy B LR 02 A B R
Brentford At 1Akl N7 (YRS~ A0 . (G {4 R
_Sduthla,mpton ......... 10 4 34 Bl T E 19
Portsmouth ... ... ... i @y O R S T e
mouthend* Pnated . X Dy A0 205 R T T 8y
| * * > |
" Luton Town’s hlank date on  January 10th,

thrdllgh their dismissal from the F.A. Cup, has
been filled by another cup-tie in the Southern
Charity Cup competition. This is with Coventry
City, who are also out of the principal cup tourna-
ment, and the match is to be played at Coventry.
As it is a Saturday game it may prove a. little more
serviceable financially thla,n Southern Charity Cup-

tlea usnally arve.
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