LUTON’S RECORD IN WALES.

Bateman beaten nine times by his
Old Team.

Tuton haye now made their acquaintance with
the whole of the Second Division grounds in South
Wales either last season or this, and by unanimous
~asent the one at Caevphilly is easily the best play-
ing pitch in that district., It is true that the frost
had rendered the surface very hard, and, the sun
coming out, made the top exceedingly treacherous,
but there was plenty of grass, and if it had been
possible to have had the ground rolled it would
have been an ddeal playing area. There is quite a
decent orand stand, which, however, was almost
deserted on Saturday, most of the spectators pre-
ferring to stand out in the open on the opposite
side of the field, as the touch line is some distance
from the stand on account of the cinder track mun-
ming parallel with the touch line itself on that side.
There is no banking whatever —and, indeed, ‘it does
nob appear to be mecessary. As a matter of fact,
bohind one goal there is not even a rope to keep
¢he crowd (P) back from too close an attendance on
the goalkeeper, and none was required on Saturday
either.

‘The official League time for the kick-off was three
olalock, and as Luton desired to catch an early train
back the Caerphilly officials agreed to start at that
time, although the match was advertised for 3.15.
The speclators were even then very scarce, while at
three o'clock there were not twenty people on the
aroundall told, for the players and referee dress in,
an atljpining hall, and did not actually reach the
field until a few minutes later, with the result that
the game was not started until 3.10. There would
never be more than 500 present, and how the local
club keeps going is a mystery.

The teams were both changed from the previous
weelk. Peplow and Barlow were the new-comers
for Caerphilly, and the Secretary stated that the
side were the stronger to that extent as compared
with the ome which made such a poor show at
TLuton. It will be noticed from the names set out
below that Luton had four alterations also, and on
the whole those made for strength. It was Mitchell’s
re-appearance after nearly six weeks, while Rolin-
son had not been out since Christmas Day at New-
port. Jarvie had not been training duning the week
on account of a troublesome abscess and Robinson
took his place, while Hoar made his debut as a
professional. The. teams were thus comnstituted as
under :— e i & S
Luton—Mitehell ; Elyey and Robinson; F Hawkes,:
Frith and R. Hawkes; Durrant, Wileman, Simms,
Rollinson, amxd Ho@;r s R S

—Bateman; Markland and Peplow ;.
v Barlow, McCull, Mitchell,

Luton were attacking, but
o) us week,/ they were quite

;] in getting the opening point. Time
ime it appeared that a gbal must come, but
am was in fine form, and the ball som
ad (invariably to come to him. Naturall
ipaition . made his work app -t




commenced in earnest, Rollinson meebting a nice
centre from Durrant and neatly placing the ball
into the net. Having tasted ‘‘blood” it was now
only a question of how many, and after a couple of
corners had been taken without tangible result
Wileman notched goal number two from a centre
by Hoar, the ball hitting under the cross bar
before finding the met. The third goal was the
result of a sharp shot from Durrant, which Bate-
man got under. The ball, rising sharply from this
fist, appeared to be travelling over the line for a
corner when Rollinson sorewed it back into the
'goal mouth, and Simms headed it through. Just
before the interval Mitchell had his first shet to
stop. Jomes, managing to slip by the Luton backs
and getting weill down, had no-one but Mitchell to
beat. However, the Luton goalkeeper dropped on
the ball, and although he was hustled, stuck to it,
and eventually cleared the danger, @lthough he was
hurt and had to receive some attention from the
trainer. The interval score was thus:—

Luton 3, Caerphilly 0

If the Luton players had taken a long time to
find the net in the finst half, it was a different tale
in the second, for Wileman actually gdded to the
score before those who had been attending to the
players at the interval could get back to the em-
closure. It appears that only Simms, F. Hawkes
and Wileman touched the ball frem the mestart
before it was in the net, and within a couple of
minutes Simms had burst through again and netted
Luton’s fifth goal. This was followed by another
from a pass by Fred Hawkes, the ball being again
put through by Simms. As the second half was
only about ten minutes old when the sixth goal
came, visions of a record score began to arise, and
the spectators became a bit sarcastic. at the efforts
of the home players. Bub the fact that Luton were
continnally in front of Bateman’s charge in a mea-
sure told against them, for the Caerphilly players
sottled down to defend only, and were simply out
for spoiling tactics, and the goal mouth was so
crowded it was difficult to force am opening.

Durrant at last got & pass from the centre when
well placed, and with a sharp cross-drive easily beat
Bateman, making the total at this stiage into seven.
There was still quite a long time to go, but the
goal scoring took a Iull until nineteen minutes Te-
mained for play, when Simms headed through from
a corner kick. | Five minutes later Durrant rushed
the situation by an individual effort, and metted a
ninth goal. A doublefigure score was quite ex-
pected by everyone present, but nothing more was
dome in the last twelve minutes, and so the result

Luton 9, Caerphilly 0. : .

It would appear as if Caerphilly depend on Bate-
man alone to make a decent show in the Southern:
League, judging from the wretched exhibition of
forward play put up the last two Saturdays. It is
really difficult to understand how they have notched
so many as twelve points, and, by the way, they
claim ‘this should have been thirteen at least, for
the ‘winning goal allowed to Croydon Common when:
the ball never reached within a yard of the goal is
still @ sore point with the Caerphilly officials. This ‘
point may still have a very important bearing on
promotion. He

It was quite an easy afternoon for Luton, and
really no test for Hoar, who, however, did all that
could be reasonably expected, Rollinson feeding him
in his well-known style. Simms got the ball into
 the net six times, and dis to be congratulated upon
finding his shooting boots. The Luton wight wing
did not get along quite nicely for the opening half
an hour, but after that period they were complete
masters of the situation, and played well together.
The Luton halves wereinot very busy defending, and
in consequence were able to act as extra forwards,
and this undoubtedly helped the scoming. Elvey
and Robinson were quite capable of dealing with
the few breakaways, and Frith was niot called upon
to exhibit his sprinting powers nearly so much as
uswal, Mitchell had about two difficult situations
to face, and came off trumps each time.



	Caerphilly away 13-14 (4)
	Caerphilly away 13-14 (5)

