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“ CHANGE THE BALL.”

——

Comedy in Luton’s Match with
Ton Pentre.

There was infinitely more fun than fooiball on
the Town ground on Saturday afternoon, when
Luton were visited by the Ton Pentre team. The
chief contributors were a. little linesman, who cut
quite a comical ﬁ,gfu're, and the match ball. The
linesman was a; ‘‘hero” from the outset, and seemed
to tickle the crowd immemsely, but, as ‘he game
advanced and the spectators called im vain upon,
the Blues to assert themselves in something ap-
proaching the style of a promotion winning team,
attention was, for some meason or other, concen-
trated upomy the inmocent. ball. In spite of the

_ morning’s heavy downpour there seemed to the
_onlooker nothing wrong with the pitch tor azcmﬂnt,;
for’ the epidemic of miskicking which: prevailed
among both sets of players, almost w1’ohout excep-
tion, and as the ball played scme rather pecuhafr,
'pranks when it came off the ground the ' wd
came to the conclusion that it was not frae. R zht
through the half they were crying oui fer o
cha.ncre of ball, and a rewr of cheering v ent haé
{ 'when one of the .p}ayers lifted the oﬁ‘endmg sphpre_
clean out of the field. « The only effect of this, how-
ever, was to add to thc comedy, for i e
men ob]ected to the ball proﬁ'ered* as a. su’

wag back ag&m So thue a,gxtatmn 00'11 i
groundsman Bygrave, i
warm om the subwcb"
_“Jlmmy” rushed o
fiml’l and subnw




official when he declared that there was nothing
wrong with the ball. The crowd laughed hugely,
but were still unconvinced, and the ball was Lhe
subject of a good deal of inspection behind the
stand during the interval. The patches of mud on
it certainly gave it a spinning appearance when 1n
the' air, but Bob Hawkes and all the players ile-
claved in favour of it, the miskicking and the
pranks played by the ball being accounted f01j ny
the explanation that the pitch wag more, tricky
than it looked. !

‘With the afternoon cleaging up beautifully after
the morning’s dull promise, there was a gathering
of quite four thousand spectators to witness what
was one of the dullest gamegy seen on the Town
ground this season, in spite of the fact that the
'Blues had exactly the same team that waltzed
round Llanelly the previous week. Ton Pentre
went in for several changeg in formation as well as
an alteration of goalkeeper, the teams lining out
under Mr. J. Lilley, the old Rushden back, being :

Luton :—Mitchell; Elvey and Robinson; Fred
Hawkes, Frith and Bob Hawkes; Durrant, Brewis,
Simms, Rollinson and Hoar.

Ton Pentre:—Percival; Kirtley, and Tammer;
Curtis, Simpson, Chetwocd; Roberts, Jones, Levi,
McGregor and Reece. :

The visitors surprised everyone by the brightness
with which they opened up the game at the start.
Their forwards daveloped the open game with
lively dash, and soon had the home defence in
trouble, and it might have made all the difference
to the game if Levi had not been spoiled once just
as he was about to shoot. As it was, their spurt
fell away very quickly, and after twelve minutes,
during which the vigitors’ goal had several narrow
escapes from a series of four corners, Luton went
ahead. The goal came from a beauwtiful run and
centre by Hoar, following clever work by Bob
Hawkes, Simmg heading through in great style.
Luton went down again strongly from the restart,
and the crowd at the other end cheered for an-
other goal when Rollinson hit the outside of the
net with a gem of an effort. Rollinson continued to
be prominent, and, twice smartly negotiating
centres from Durrant, beat the goalkeeper with
one of the efforts, but wag ruled offside. He
also had a beauty turned outside the post by Per-
cival with a great effort, and was associated with
Simms in a burst clean through the defence, only
for the centre to be bundled off ag he made his
final effort. R G B :
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These were the only incidents of note unhl the
last minute of a half which was on the whole
deadly dull. The visitors were completely  over-
played, and Mitchell was only tested once, bub
they were most effective in their spoiling work,
and the Blues displayed such a lack of life that
the crowd were frequently coustrained to remind
them that goals were mecessary for promotion to
be won. There was plenty of scrambling but pre-
cious little football, and it was quite mefreshing

when Simms and Brewis went right through the |’
defence with a brilliant passing movement. They |:

passed and repassed with such rapidity that the

Welshmen were quite nonplussed, and dashing be- [

tween the backs and goalkseper Simms scored a
fine goal from Brewis's final pass. Thus the half-
time score was Luton 2, Ton Peutre 0.

In the second half the vlsxtors had a much greater
share in the exchanges, and displayed what little
life and vim there wag in the game. Fortunately
for Luton, they showed little idea of markmanship,
and were far from deadly near goal. About the
only time Mitchell was troubled was by a cross
shot from Levi, which passed across the goal un-
touched. ‘'Fred Hawkes, however, had a deal to
do with the Welshmen’s inability to get to close
quarters, frequently coming to the homesters’
rescue at .critical times. Still, although the Blues’
attack was more or less  half-hearted had the
greater number of ‘‘possibles,” and the few inci-
dents there were were about the Ton Pentre goal.
Brewis twice skied over when excellently placed.
Durrant cleverly beat the defence with a fine mum
down the wing, and seemed to have the goal at
hig mercy when an opponent dashed across and
luckily diverted his shot, while Rollinson narrowly
missed with a fine header from Durrant. Percival
effected a magnificent full-llength save from Bob
Hawkes, and did brilliant work in getting away
several lovely corners from Durrant, but he was
very hucky in the last five minutes. Durrant got

down the wing very fast, and beating two oppon-

ents bore close into goal. Percival came out, and
simultaneously one of his colleaguies dashed across
and brought down Durrant, thug saving the situa-
tion with a ecorner. Jamie was so shaken that

Brewis took the flag kick, and Rollinson headed in

a beauty. Umfor'buna'tvely for him Simms inter-
vened, and as he was in an offside position the goal
wag not allowed, and the final result stood Luton
2, Ton Pentre 0.

The Blues will have to show much be't’oer form;

if they are to make a creditable fight at Swansea.
The forward work was poor and scr\a’why and ‘en-

tirely lacking in finish, Hoar and Rollinson beifnt,,'
the only two to do themselves justice. = Fred
Hawkes was quite on his own in the rear dmswns,

a1thowﬂh Rolbmeon dnd many good thmgs
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