ANOTHER POINT LOST.

How Luton’s Centre Missed the Winning Goal

Changes were expected in the Luton Town team
after the mid-week digplay, but some of those made
for the home Southern League match with Norwich
City on Saturday seemed to be of the panic-stricken
order. The last lines of defence were the only part
of the side not interfered with. Fred Hawkes and
Johnson returned to the half-back line, and with
Needham on the injured list Wilson was removed
to the left-half positiom. This arrangement was a
matter of necessity, but the most unexpected
changes were in the front rank, only the regular
centre and extreme wingers b«euw Tetained. (“?up-
perfield, freed from the suspension imposed on
him at the end of last season, made his first ap-
pearance as a professional, in pa‘r'tunershlp with his
old Clarence club—matv, and Heath, Luton’s o«ther
new professional, took Wileman’s place at inside
right. Captained by Collins, the old Fulham half,
Norwich had a very different side from that which
last played at Luton, their players being :—Demnoon;
Houghton, Mackenzie; Collins, M«amhn Bell ; Pot-'
ter, Woods' ‘Turner, R1tch1e and Wilson. :

' The new formation cannot b= described as a com-
plete success, but it was an undcubted improvement
on that of Wednlesday 8. The forwards did more
‘atta ""mo than in any of their previous home
‘mateles, and although the homesters hardly im-
pres d ome as a winning side, a draw of one goal
apiece was mot a bad perform,alwe after bemvg in
arrears in the first three minutes. This goal was
a, very tame affair, and was the result of the first
bad blunder we remember Mitchell to have made
since he has been with Luton Town. Turner was
put, through with a forward vass, and although
Elvey ﬁmed his hardest to stall him off he was just
a yard shent.  Mitchell evidently thought Elvey
would mnot fail, and left it too late befone he



darted out, with the result that when he did Turner
simply side-booted the ball by him. It was a bad
start for Luton, and although they had the ad-
vantage of a high wind Mitchell, Elvey and Co.
had all they could do to prevent it being worse.

For fully twenty. minutes the homesters mever
once looked like scoring, and the forwards seemed
quite unable to settle down, but subsequently they
were the more dangerous by fits and starts, al-
though the game was very well contested. Simms
seemed to have found something of hig shooting
form, and got in several capital first-timers, one
of which hit the upright hard and rebounded into
play, while another hlt the side of the net and
gave many of the spectators the impression that it
was an equaliser. Johnson also got a great free
kick drive right away from the goalkeeper ounly to
find one of the backs at the other end of the goal,
but the Canaries’ narrowest escape was when: Slimms
rushed the goalkeeper, displaced the ball from.: his
arms, and Chipperfield followed up just as the old
Chelsea man dived to the ground, collared the ball,
and scrambled it away in very lucky fashion.

The Blues did not deserve to be behind on the
run of the play, but it was not until five minutes
before the change of ends that they drew level.
The equaliser came while the Canaries were one
short. The heads of Roberts and Mackeénzie came
into such sha,rp collision ‘that both were taken off
for attention, to meappear later patched up with
sticking-plaster on the forehead. Roberts got back
first, and was in time to take a fine swinging pass
from Simms and land a beautlfuuv—]udged centre
in the goal mouth. It found the defence in difficul-
ties, and Heath forced his way round the backs and,
waiving aside two of his colleagues who would cer-
tainly have been ruled offside had they interfered,
placed the ball well out of the goalkeeper’s meach.

In the second half the Blues changed into their

smart new rTed jerseys with black bands, and gave
a more consistent display tham in the first half.
Simms ought to have won the game easily in the

first twenty minutes, as from Hoar’s centre, Heath
headed forward, and one of the backs clean mls-‘

kicked, leaving Simms with the goal at his mercy.
There was no need to hurry, and he took hig tlme
in placing the ball, but after all this shot by in |
the most disappointing fashion. This was the only
near thing there was until the last few minutes,
when Potter gave Mitchell the only real testing
‘he had after th;e change of ends. The Blues wound
‘up with a mousing spurt, Simms and Chipperfield
‘being very promm;enlb with rushing work. A pumt
}into goal by Robinson drew the goalkeeper out, and
Simmg half dispossessed him,: but. Denoon vecovered
‘at a secomd atbempt, -and so enabled Norwich to
take away a point, e

. Neither side were in great form near goal, but
‘on the scoring chamces TLmton should have won.
"I‘heu- attack showed some improvement, but was
still far from good. Simms continues his unha,'ppy
‘ knack of ma.kmnJ many brilliant efforts and mmssmlg
‘the gifts, while e also made on Saturday the mis-
take one hoped he had rectified, of forgetting there
are other forwards. Neither Heath nor Chipperfield
did badly, but they would have done much better
\if they bhad been given favourable chances, while
Roberts was once more neglected. The halves wene
moore serviceable than on Wednesday, although not
nearly so good as those of the visitors. Johnson
certainly gave the best centre-half display there
hag been given for Luton on the Town ground this
season; but the outstanding figure on the side was
Elvey, who played all through with remarkable
grit and a judgment that was seldom found want-
ng.
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