FOOTBALL NOTES AND NEWS.
A BOLY FROM +HE BLUE.

Luton’s unexpected performance at
Gillingham,

Luton Town have two home Southern League
games this week, and supportérs may reasonably
expect so'm(,thmr better than they have seen
hitherto this season, after the ‘‘bolt from the blue” |
for which the Town team were responsible at
Gillingham. on Saturday. In the light of the form l
displayed -in home matches the spectators on the
Town ground could secarcely believe the news when
the half-time score was announced as 3—0 in the
Blues’ favour, and their victory by 4—2 would seem
to indicate that the recent team changes have had
the desired effect. The Blues have now compen-
sated for the three points dropped at home, and
stand fourth on.the table, with a record of : Played
1, won 3, lost 2, drawn 2 goals for 15, agam:st 18,
pointy 8. '

Ag was vener'&lly expeobm the exclusion of Wile
man and Rollinson: did not last for long, and they
again took their places at Gillingham. As a matber
of fact, with the exception of Lmdlcy for Hoar at
nutsddae left, the side which turned out at Gilling-
bam was identical with the team which made such
an inglorious show in the last away match ab
Boleyn Castle. But, thank goodness, no one would
have recognised them .as the same set in playing
ability: The home programme contained a special
welcome o Luton, stating that no team was more
popular on Southern League grounds than Bob
Hawkeg and Co. At the same time there was an-
other mote asking heir supporters to give their
own team a ‘‘rouser,” and by their encouragement
help Gillmgham t6: ga.ther two valuable points and
then feel sorry for Luton afterwards. As the result
below shows, things did not quite happen as per
programme. &

GLllmoham are one of the clubs very hard “hit by
ﬁhe war, a big proportion of the regular followers
being somewhere in the wcqsmby of the North Sea,
and during the week the news of the sinking of the
three ‘oruisers. must have cast a gloom over the
district, as it was stated that quite 500 of the
vicbims -ave permanent residents of Chatham and
Gillingham when on ghore. The crowd on Saturday
would be just over 4,000, but- the khaki element
was not nearly so pronounced as at the Luton
matches, as the 12,000 recruits who are gathered in
that distriet have not: yet got into uniform.

The Gillingham team did not contain many of the
old faces, and has been almost entirely remodelled
sinoe Luton’s last visit. The forward line is quite
a new set, numbering in its ranks such well-known
players as Gilligan, of Bristol City, and Hooper,
of Notts Forest, whmle Pmkn»ey has turned out for
Hverton on several occasions. Until last Saturday
at Exeter they had never failed to,find the net,
and the home officials openly expressed themsekvw
as very hopeful of increasing the bag of both points
and goals.

The players turned out as follows:—

Luton :—Mitchell; Elvey, Robinson; F. Hawkes,
Johngon, R. Hawkes; Roberts, Wileman, Simms,
Rollingon, and Lindley.

Gillingham :—Bailey ; Mosley, Leslie; Mahon, Lee
Johnson ; H’ooper, Pinkney, Glen, \Gﬂlng»an and
Ta.tbon
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Roferee, Mr. C. 'W. Gillett, Willesden.

_The pitch. was, of course, pretty rough, as most
pitohes ave at present, and as the ball was quite a
new, one it was several minutes before either team
setitled  down to  accurate work, The hall beat
the man time after time in a most tantalising
manner, but when the game had been in progress
only a few minutes it was evident that Luton were
0ot going to shape so indifferently as in some
Bacent _mutches, and the improvement which mani-
fested mts@f to some extent against Norwich City
was oontinued and bettered. Still the first attack
was made by Gillingham. Tatton getting nicely
through and sending well across, Hooper had a
chance through Robinson failing to secure the
oentre, but Mitchell eidsily dropped on to the shot
sent in by the old Notts Forest winger. At the
opposite end Lindley copied his outside left rival
by dropping the ball across, but Leslie intercepted,
and danger was thus averted. °

Offside spoilt Luton’s chances two or three times,
but Roberts was giving a bit of trouble on the ax-
treme right, and from one of his centres Rollinson
shot in. Bailey punched this away, but he did not
shape too confidently, and gave cvidence that .f
sufficiently hustled he would not be at all sure.
When Luton came down again Wileman received
a clever pass from Simms when nicely placed, and
it only needed one of Wileman’s ‘‘expresses” two
open the score, but Awthur got his toe too far
under the ball, and it sailed harmlessly over. It
appeared likely a moment later that Luton might
have to pay rather dearly for not taking advantage
of such a promising opening, for straight away the
ball was transferred, and but for Bob Hawkes com-
ing to the rescue affer Robinson was beaten,
Mitchell would probably have boen compelled to
pick the ball out of the net. Even then the danger
was not all over, for Elvey let in Tatton rather
badly, and bath Gilligan and Pinkney had a chance
to have a pop at goal. Eventually the last named
took a ehot, but the aim wag very faulty, and it
travelled wide.

Fifteen minutes after the start Roberts managed
to clear all opposition, and dropped his centre
wicely to Simms, who promptly let drive, only to
see the ball rebound off ‘the upright when Bailey
appeared well beaten. Rollinson, however; was on
the ball in an instant, and with a cool drive along
the ground sent it right away from Bailey into the
net. It all looked so nice and simple that the
spectators scarcely realised that a goal had been
scored, but Luton had taken the lead and were
now out for points in real earnest. For a time
they completely monopolised the play, and seven
minutes later Roberts increased the lead on hig own
with a long dropping shot, which might have been
intended for a centre, but which Bailey allowed
to roll behind him into the far cormer of the net.

Being faced with a big uphill task the Gilling-
ham forwands did not shape at all likely to bning
about an alteration. When ‘they did succeed in
getting into the Luton quarters they were not at
all confident. and seemed far too excited to take
proper aim, and Mitchell in consequence was chiefly
angaged in taking goal kicks when he was mnot
watching his own forwards attacking. Fighteen
minutes before the interval Wileman, seizing a
chance from another centre from Roberts, rushed:
Luton's third goal through, and the game was not
resumed for & minute or so, as during this atback
Johnson, the Gillingham left half, got in the wars,
and left the field for some little attention from
the trainer. The rest of the first half was chiefly
remarkable for the poor attempts made by the home
forwards to improve upon anv midfield advantage
by a decent shot at goal. Hooper and Pinkmney
had more than one such chance to test Mitchell, but:
almost invariably they sent the ball yards wide,
and at half-time the score stood—

minute, and then Gillingham fomé}l%wﬂi‘?gtn‘gﬁ*
corners' in quick suceession without actually threat-
' ening the goal. For a time, the play slackened,
writh Luton apparently content with their lead.
Then midway in the second half a shot from Simms
brotehtt Bailey out of goal, and in stopping the
ball ho fell over, Wileman managed to secure pos-
session as it rolled away and placed in the open
spoce. - ‘ i ol
le‘t:h a fourigoal lead and only about twenty
minutes to play Luton appeared to have matters |
woll in hand, and as & motlber of fack scemed quite
likely to dnm‘c‘a}se theix advantage, whem one of tlwl




most extraordinary. decisions of the match raised
the hopes of the home supporters. When the
referee blew his whistle no one in the stand could
Lmagme what had happened. The [Gillingham
officials could not understand how any of -their
players were offside. Yet thiy was the first im-
pression of the stoppage, but when it was discovered
all the players were taking up a pesition outside
the penalty avea it was seen a penalty kick bhad
been awarded to Gillingham. What had happened
could not be decided, and the general opinion was
that Johnson must have handled the ball when he
headed it away, for he was the last player to come
into. contact with it. Until after the matoh this
was the accepted version om the stand.  Omn inquiry,
however, after the match it was discovered that
Wileman was the suspected culprit, but he denied
‘all knowledge of fouling a Gillingham player, and,
undeed not a single Gillingham player appealed—
‘ not even the p‘a,yer supposed to have been fouled.
Anyway, a penalty was given, and Leslie was en-
‘t"ust.ed with the task of convertumg it. He drove
the' ball all along the ground into the net, Mitchell
making no attempt whatever to prevent it scoring
for it was quite hopeless to do so.

| This goal did not arouse Luton to any sense of
danger. Indeed the home attack was very poor
mdeed and it seemed to be merely a case of play-
ing out t'me. But four minutes from the finish a
sudden attack caused Mitchell to make a huge
punch to clear a shot as a result of a free kick a
moment previously. The Luton goalkeeper had
apparently relieved -the danger, but the ball was
returned into goal. Mitchell, with a crowd .of
players in front of him, shouted ‘Right!” but they
failed to get out of his way when he rushed out,
and he did not properly get at the ball, which
dropped. behind him, ‘and Lee, V'Who was actually
nearer the goal, placed the ball into the net. To
get it e had to knock it down with his hand, but.
the referee could not see ‘\‘,hmourrh the crowd of
players, and the goal stood. - , It rather yils
Luton’s: goal ‘record on ‘the - mble,, for &t m,a;de
hhe result— - :

Luton 4, Gillingham 2.

In no game - this “season have Luton been so
superior to their opponents as at Gillingham, and
it was unfortunate that two goals scored so late in
the game should spoil what would have been a fine
performance, particularly as both goals were not
above suspicion, but it 5s one of the fortumes of
war, and must be endured. Mitchell had really.
nothing to do, for the majority of the shots would
have been stopped by any experienced custodian.
The backs on the whole did well, but the chief
feature of the game from. a Luton point of view
was_the great improvement at half-back. Bob
Hawkes was in something like his old form, and as
he gains confidence with his leg will yet prove a
big force in Luton’s future progress. = But all
three members of the middle division played more
methodical football than before this season, and this
is where there has been a. falling off. Roberts was
the main leader in the dangerous attacks which led
up to the goals, and his work was very favourably.
commented upon by the home spectators. Wileman
and Rollinson were again the dangerous couple they
proved last, season, but Simms was a trifle unlucky
with his shooting. Lindley was not so prominent
as his comrade on the opposite wing, but he did
bettter than in any previous match this season. <

The play of the Gillingham team was very disap-
pointing to their own. ofﬁomls who, by the way,
were very generous in rheir praise of the Luton
men. They did not expect such a showing up from
iwhmt was only a ‘‘Second Division” team, for
eight of the Luton players were, of course, in the
promotion eleven. Probably the most successful
Gillingham player was their centre-half, Lee, and
his fine physique stood him in good stead. For-
wand they have two or three clever midfield players,
but their efforts at shoot.ung were very poor, and
they will have to 1mpmvu in this particular if they
ru\:m to ecarn a eafe position on the 't»able
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