ENGLISH CUP.
Luton Defeat Oxford City.
GREAT GOAL-KEEPING DISPLAY.

Although Luton only succeeded in beating the
Oxford City smatenrs by ono goal fo mil on
Suturday, in the 6th round of the Preliminary
Competition for the English Cup, it must not
bo nssumed that they had a narrow escape. The
sooro is abso'utely misleading. The issue of the
game was never in doubt. The Oxford men very
rarely proved really dangerous, but on the other
hand, Luton were almost continually on the
nggressive, Oxford owe a deep debt of grati-
tude to Harloy, whose brilliant display of goal-
keeping olone saved them from a henvy defeat.
Taken on the whole, the game was not a particu-
larly good one, The typical Cup-tie stylo was
adopted, and no good combination waa wit-
nossed—or af least very little.
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Whilst Luton wero at full sirength, Oxford
woro comporatively weak. The home eloven
were greatly disappointed in the fact that the

ov. K, R. G. Hunt was nnable to play, whilst
another disappointment was experienced owing
to the non-appearance in the forward line of
E. J. Draper, ono of their most rogular players.
The latter was unablo to turn out owing to a
family bercavoment. The teams wero: \

Luton — Mitchell; - Elvoy and Dumn; F.
Hnwkas, Frith, and R. Hawkes; Robert.u Wi

an, Simms, Rollinsor, and Hoa
Oxloxd City—H. Harley; H. ande]l lnd F
T. Ansell; G. Hawken, W. H. Millin, anc
‘Sht\er, M. B. T. Robinson, R. Hill, B I‘
‘Parkor, A. T. Jakeman, and E .Tobin.
- Roferco, Mr. W. R. David, of Shrivenham,
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~ Luton’s superiorily was early manifested, and
for the first twenty minutes the Oxford men
wero penned in their own half with tho excop-
tion of one or two minor attacks on tho Luton
goal. In-ono of these, Mitchell was penalised
for currying the ‘ball, although opinion differed
upon the justification of the decision of the
roforcs. Tho free kick, howovor, did not result
in any part‘cularly dargerous incident. Roberts,
ot outeido right, plaved very woll throughout,
and it ‘was the result of his clever work that
Simms was cnabled to score Luton's only legiti-
mate goal of the match. The little winger sont
tho ball across beautifully, and Simms converted
with & clover overhead kick. goalkeeper
was groatly hampered at the time, rmrl the ball
passed into the not well out of his reach.
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From this time onward to the interval, the
Luton forwards proved menacing, and Harloy
gave occasional glimpees of his brillisnce. - He
made two ospecislly ~noteworthy saves—one
from » header by Rollinson, and one from a
shot by Simms, both of wh \ he only saved lt
the expenso of a corner.

* k k¥

Tho Oxford defence had the happy knack of
concentrating just st the right moment, and
thoy displayed no hesitancy in kicking clear at
the slightest opportunity. This saved them




n many occasions. Their quickness through-
by gestly disconceried the Luton men, Lulon
foreed ous  corners during tbe first
et ki malli masalia forwaxds covered hat
Dot ono was
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Wileman, just before the inferval, had very
hard luck in not increasing the lead. He sent
in one of his characteristic umexpected shote,
dad tha ball, Wil Hatlex well beaten, paseod
ust ua inch or two wi
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There wera several outstanding festures in

Oxford forwards. Harley brought off numerous
saves, tho forwards shooting much better than
they did in the eaxlier part of the game. Shots
from Rollinson, Bimms, and Wileman wero
deslt with with & calmness and precision that
wero delightful to watch. Had any of these shots

sent in o capital shot following some good wing
play by Roberts and Wileman. Ho wos, how-
ever, ruled offside.
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Tho Luton forwards were lam-wbnt ‘handi-

capped throughout thia 45" owing to the fact
that both Wileman and Hon were suffering
trom iajurios roceived carly in tho gume. T
Waa a grest pity, because Hoar, more particu-
larly, had put in some clever work, greatly to
the embarrassment of the Oxford defence.
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Bob Hawkes played ome of his best games o
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not score. After having robbed the visiting
‘wards, he dribbled through and sent in a capital
shot, which Harloy just managed fo savo. The

goalkeopor camo off triumphant in o pecond
effort on the part of “Bob"” to pierce his de-
fence.
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Taken all through, Mitc] oly.
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sitacks of tho forwards very capably. Tobin,
however, towards the closo of tho game, got in
(o very. st aHots, ‘with which Miichell fealt
very coolly. Novertheloss, they wero two great
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Luton's superiority over Oxford was pro-
minently manifested in the half-back line. The
Luton trio put in some good and useful work,
feeding their forwards well, and had the front
line not been handicapped, no doubt more goals
would have been scored, despite Harley’s clover-

ness.
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The Oxford forwards played well up to a cer-

tain point. They wero over-anxious,bowever,when

they wero mear goal, and this proved their

for-

igmen
and it was principally (rom hxm that the -lwu
came. Hill, about five minutes from time, had

o fine. opportunity to equalise. Ho had only
SR e T mxmm. and

unn was ablo to recovor and c
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Oxford are no doubt:a fine amateur team, and
gave a creditablo cxhibition. The mixing of
Drofessionalism snd amateurism is, howover,
always disastrous, and the game wus by no
means an attractive one. There was no oconsis-
tency of mothed. Tt was o L= that could
artly be termed “ scrappy.” There was no good
combination; aadigact feem b troTellcriathy
Bob Hawkes, = Teally good mdmdunhm_ Tho
roferes was apt fo be over- nnmx t ab 4
—oven pedanti md this e
Teacy. 1o apel (5 hnies’ | The Oostl) ghodts-
tors gavo vent {o their feelings a littlo too
strongly aftor the match. They wero, in ono or
two instanocs, openly bostilo to tho Luton
players, Their demonsiration was totally un-
justified.  The game was very freo from un-
sportamanlike tactics.
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“ goto " was considered: a good ome for
O:lord Just over two thousand spectators wero.
prosent, and the receipte amounted to £57.
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