NORTHAMPTON v. LUTON.
A Great Performance.

Plased at Northampton on Boxing Day.
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Northampton
Luton played the same team as tho previous
iyt g oo hud Lessons at contro-
balf instead of Manning. , who it is
understood, has conscientious ohJoctinu 1o play-
ing on Christmas-day, resumed his position at
centre-forward. The Nuﬂ.hnmnton ommx- were

culations, and as a matior of fact the gross gate
was over 30s. loes than at Luton on Christmas-
day. If the financial haul was thereforo some-
what disappointing, it was not o with the
Tosalt, for Luton hrought off their beet per.
formance of the prosent season, and broke mora
than _one record in doing so. In the first placo
the Cobblers havo not heen beaton 2t home for
nearly two years, February, 1913, being the last
occasion they lost an the County ground, and
they cortainly did not oxpect to loso this par-

ticular record against Luton. Therefors, the

scason Mitchell and Co. had kept a cloan

niil tho final quarter of an hour no such
nmlymg Tesull ssomed possible, for Thorpe,
a5 at Luton, scemed almost unbeatable, and in
o st fnlt & mea only in tho closing stages
that he was at all puzled with any aftempt
made by the visiting sttack. It was u shot
from Bob Hawkes which really beat him, but
unlnnnnnkly the ball struck Lhn upright and
Hed into Slay, and whex Sisimia apnlied
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solf sufficiontly to catch the ball as it waa sail-
ing nicely under the bar and got it away from
dangor. It was o vory near thing indeed, and
the homo spectators wero greatly relieved wlu.n
they Wecovere 1y dugar wikdlassctist
#ides had missed some glorions chances prnvmm
to this, of course, and it must bo confessed {ho
(.ohblnn lmd Neuia e of theso zilt-
nings, under normal conditions
wonld nmbahls hm-o taken the lead. But.the
ritch was very sticky, and it was very dificult
1o control the ball in tho goal mouth. Still
they should have done better with iwo or thres
openings when clean through. whils they even
a mess of a penalty kick in the opening
stzges of the game. Clipstos hnd never failed
to convert from the llm]ve yndl mark, and it

s deal to do 'th ths ultimate result, although
e tho time thia fact was not appreciated.

In the second halt gams continued for
some tima to be at\lh\wml: contested without
any strong bias in favour of either side, al-
tLough bolh sots of forwards failed to improv«
upon what appeated likely oponinge. Homever,
midway in this hall the Lutonians scemed to
jut more vim into tbu efforts, particularly in
r-lnmee and raised strong hopes of at least
effecting i g
Sxcursionists, congrocated at ono end ol dm
stand, shonted encouragemont, and the
changes wero altogethar moro lively amid the
dopressing sarroundings, for the mist, which
had hung abont the ground, made it difficult to
follow the ball on the far side of the ficld.
Lufon were cortainly holding their own, and
goalless draw sppeared the most probuble
Tesult.

Howaver, when there wns scarcely more than
a quarier of an hour {o play, Rollinkon, managad

ing point if (he final sim liad besn correct; hut
thie ball was eent hnrd oo the vusside of (il
net on both occasions. Thewe were {he Jst
despaiting offorts of the Cohblers,
defence practically collipred altoge
claying sluges, It was simply o question of how'
many gaosls Luton would win by, % poor wos
tho opposition put up. lucluding Rollincon's
opening goul, the ball entered tho nel four
times, but the referea 0 home side the
bonefit of the doubt when Thorpe, turning sharp
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standenill.
tors was Luton's ohl hﬂl—b&x of their Sounnd
hlcndnl. 7, 28d be remarked 1o Mr.
art, who was the Director ia charge, that
i thare wat auothar fan mizstés o play Latan
would bave scared hali-s-dozen goals at least.
was indeed a remar)

‘osi competition,
backs played magnificenily on the treacherouns
pitch. Elvey was probably the safer of fl
two, but Durn’s rushes were genmerally well
. snd he put & wholesome respect inio the
home forward line, while his clearances were
very effective as a rule, the ball being sent well
sway from Mau:h.ll l".nlh was the herdest
worked ce of his pro-
pencity of falling back fo belp his bock snd

never h\ bis side down. He was inct
ccoss. self-appoir role n( a third
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on former dons, an
an the whole must be considersd the pick of &
spod all] back line. Bob Hawkes' wark was
much admired, exd he played one of his best
gumes of the season, while Fred got {brough a
lull:[ hard plugging work in his usnal effective
style.

Forward, the mosi noticeable players were the
extreme wingers, Roberts and Hoar, one reason
for this being the better condition of that por-
tion of the pitch they were called upon to

% maiter of obaciderable difoulty o contrel
the bull, while in cortain places it was

ss difficult 1o lift the ball it st e i
it used to be in South Wales, of unbappy
memory. But in the glorions final quarter of

any
for the heavy defest, although probably he dld
Dot huve ae much work to get through

first half at Luton on Christmas-day. Stll, ho
mado no mistake whatever right {hrough the
gume. But at full buck the Cobblers must take
second place, for Chbi(en- and Davis were not
to bo compared to the Luton pair under pres-
sute.  Clipeione at the fiaish cguid pot raise &
gallop, while Lloy

too safe at any d. Lessons aleo was dead
beat at the mish, and the galy. member of (he
Cobblers' defence who played consistently all
through was Tail. Of the forwards, Hughes
was certainly the most dangerous customer, but
ho finished badly, and as & line they were very
disappointing.

SOUTHERN LEAGUE.
(Tp to and including Mand-y)
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