Southern League

LUTON v. GILLINGHAM.

‘WOODEN SPOONISTS PLUCKY.

BUT LUTON WIN WELL.

Soulhern League football was resumed on
the Town ground, Luton, this afterncon,
and thongh Gillingham, as visitors, were not
for obvious ressans in the nature of a
decided aitraction, there was a promis:
ing number of spectators when the teams
lined up. Besides not having won an away
game this season, Gillingham had only been
able on an average to draw one point from
each match at home; consequently, they
came to Luton this afterncon from the
lowest rung on the latter.

The four steps separating the teams prior
to the game scarcely represented the actual
offect: of Luton's lead, however, as they were
eight points ahead. and a game in hand, of
their visitors.  As will be seen from the
following teams, Wilson appeared at centre-
balf for the home club, Frith having wired |
yosterday his inability to play.

The teams were :—
LUTON.
Right. Lett,
Mitchell.
Elvey. Dunn.
F. Hawkes. Wilson. R Hawkes,
Roberts, Wileman. Simms. Rollinson.  Hoar.

[}
Weightman.

|
"
]
)

‘Wimsett. Thomas.
Johnson.
Lestie.

G

Left.

Gilligan. Pinkney.
Mahon.
Mosley.

T8y,

Bailey.

Right.

GILLINGHAM.

| Referee:
ham).

Mr. C. T. Lutwyche: (Birming-

Bab Hawkes was fortunate in the spin of
the coin, and he set Gillingham to kick down
the slope. The opening exchanges were at
& puce that would require; some keeping up,
and in two minutes the ball had twice gone
the length of the field. At first, a break-
away by Gillingham looked dangerous, and
Gilligan  brought Mitchell to his knces
with o swift grounder. His clearance set the
Luton forwards nicely on the move, but the
incursion came to nothing, nor did Rollin-
son's attempt two minutes later, after Hoar
had sped up the left wing with a pretty
| pass from Bob Hawkes.
A free kick thirty yards out presented the
visitors with w pretty bout of heading, and,
| similarly good work was seen close in from
an immediate corner. Bu Mitchell was fist-
ing with sure judgment, and backs or halves
were on the spot to speed the parting ball.
Then Luten had a lookin, thatks to a
long centre from Roberts, but Wilson, who
received from Bob Hawkes, drove wide of
| the. left, upright from, twenty yards' range.
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*BUCK UP"” AND THE RESPONSE,
There was liille or nio sting in Luton's
work up to now, but as if in response to
cries of “Buck up, Luton!” Roberts dashed
up the wing, and us he tried to pass Mosley,
the Tatter stambled. This let in Wileman,
who hrought Bailey nearly to the ground
with a stinger, and at the right moment
Roberts stepped forward and crashed the
dallying ball high into the net. For several
minutes afterwards Luton maintained the
pressure, ‘and Wileman again fetched the
Gillingham_custodian to his knees with a
forcible drive, but nothing came of the inci-
deat.

Herenbouts Lulon began to pile up inel-
dent, and Simms came full into the lime-
light with o solo movement which lie also
converted into a goal. e had run a quarter
of the field on his own, and after shaking
off the opposition hie neatly beat the goal-
keeper, who had come out to intercept.
Simms found-the net again almost, inime-
diately, after Roberts had flashed the Dall
right over to the other wing for Hoar
strike the upright wide of the gonlkeeper,
but the referee disallowed the point.

GILLINGHAM QUICKLY' REPLY.

Then Gillingham broke away, and scored
very preftily threugh Weightman, who
headed into the corfer of fhe net before
Mitchell could fully recover, after megotiat-
ing a stiff proposition’ from another visiting
forward.

The game continued fast and very interest-
ing, with first one side and then the other
Jooming large in the picture. For players
so far down the League table, Gillingham
were showing to unexpected advantage, and
Gillingham had hard lines in being robbed
at a favourite angle close in. At the other
end, Rollinson and Hoar earried ont a fine
movement, and the former only had his
chance spailed at the espense of a corner.
The Luton team were playing finely to a
man, and it was only the brilliance of the
Gillingham defence that held them in check.
Roberis shot in, and Wileman iried t6 get
the ball into the net. tmt Gillingham saved
at the expense of a corner. Play was taken
into the Lutom quarters, and afier some
sharp give-and-take play, the tussle ended in
the ball being shot wide. Roberts was fouled
near the Gillingham goal, and the sabse-
quent kick resulted in the ball being re-
turned to mid-field. Luton cbtained posses-
sion, and F. Hawkes shot, but the ball went
over. Some strenuons tussling oceurred in |
mid-field, and the ball was taken near the,
Luton goal, brit the wovement was spoilt by
Gillingham being offside. The Luten for
wards camied play to fthe opponents’
goal, and Roberts pased o Ballin-
son. who shot over. Gillingham ‘made the |
romning. but Mitchell saved from a rather
feeble shot. and Luton took the ball into the
visitors’ quarters, where Bob Hawkes was
tripped in ‘trying to get through. Gilling-
ham fought desperately during the rest of
this hall, but failed to make aoy alieration
of the half-time score, viz.
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During the interval the Red Cross Band
plaved some stirring chorus music.

On resuming Dunn supplied Howr with a |

fine pass, but be missed 3 good opening

with nebody to trouble Rim 204 shot wide

Simms spoiled = nice moverzent. by putiing |

short to Wileman, sud shortly aftersards.

the Luton men were_asain in poseeasion s

the sl of good tacklmg by their halyes

Gillingham for a few moments bad the

sl fn the Luton kalf, and % Jong shot ®rme




LUTON v. GILLINGHAM.

vory wide. The Gillingham  forwards
smartened up somewhat, but the defgnco
was too strong for them. Imfan fook up
the attack and Mosley distingufshed him-
solf by checking the “ Blues” right wing
when going at full speed.
LUTON APPEAL FOR A PENALTY.

Shorily afterwards Hoar was respongible
for a magnificont centre which fell at the
feet of a small crowd of playcrs. The next,
instant two of tho “Blue” forwards were
hugging Mother Barth, and Lufon claimed
a penalty, but it was not allowed. Tn mid-
fleld another decision of tue referes was
unfavourably received by the crowd, whose
desire to see Luton inerease their lead founa
expression. in further cries of “Buck up,
Lutan,” Rollinson was tripppd 30 yards out
from the Luton goal, and experienced an un-
dignified fall which proved & diverting inei-
dent.  Sbout this siage the Gillingham
halves tackled finely, and' gave their for-
wards plenty of scope for ahort p-umg,l
but it came to nothing. |

Gillingham were playing just e good
game as Luton at this time, and the specta-
tors would not have been surprised had they
at any moment lovalled the seores.  Wim-

weakly, and the goalkeeper had no dlﬂlculty

in_desling with the xlmn.thm
Taton shonld have gaué 1 or ahead in
ent, they had any

o, begutiful long dra
Tuek. AT sent in &
pl:ng ot <hicl 1he” gonlk %d u&
ut to. Robe

& oo ground straight for s rieh ot nm«y
met it aud cleared as it was going over the

1ur v!ﬂeb he ru

applmded Smm-m
finally an!
ihat was ripe for & cibe Jor Bx c
was
to t}g‘i d.l
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