Sotthern League

LUTON % CARDIFF (CITY.

“BLUES " WIN IN SECOND HALF.

FINE FORWA \I(D*WOR.E.

Only in degree of strong interest: did ihe
mateh between Luton and Cardifi on the
Town Ground this sfternoon differ from. the
last meeting here between the teams. 'On
that occasion—iwo years ago last Christ-
mastide,/both were going strongly for pro-
motion from the Second Division of the
Southiern Teaguo to the First, while to-day
Cardiff wero fighting for the First League
championship, as the table shows, and
Luton's' ultimate position was also likely
to be greatly influenced by to-day's result.
They did mot: meet last season, as Luton.
were in division two, and so some of the
circumstantial omance of the last mecting
gave an added interest to the presemt en-
counter.

The ground could hardly have been in
worse  condition, although up to four in
the morning it was perfect after two days'
drying frost. and tempering winter sun.
Rain and snow fell throughont tho forenoon
and as tho weather later was again unprom-
ising, there was every roason to fear that
the attendance would be much below ex-
pectations.

There  were at least 3,000 spectators. in-
cluding many troops, when the teams
lined up-as follows, the, composition of the
TLuton team having been: subjected {o con-
siderable re-arrangement:—

LUTON.
Right. Tett.

3 Mitchell

Flyey. Robinton.

F. Hawkes.  Frith. Heath.
Roberts. Wileman.  Rollinson. R Hawkes.
. Simms,
o

Evans. Barnett. W. West. Dovlin. Goddard.
Hardy. Keenor.  Harvey.

Layton. Doncaster.
Stephenson.
Left: Right.
| CARDIFE.

Referee: Mr. K. W. Barton' (Ealing).

Cardifi lost the toss ‘and went up the
field with a swing, but the Luton halves
were in evidence and' soon transferred play.
to the other end, where Wileman gave to
Bob Hawkes, who had dashed into the cen-
tre, and he gave Stephenson a fine handful.
Then Luton got awas on the left, and Rol-
son centred beautifully high’ from the
corner flsg, and Stephenson was just ablo
to fist ten yards out, right to the feet of
Wileman, who, however, drove high over
[the bar. Then Wileman by good play en-
abled’ Roberts to burst ‘away, and he was
responsible for a grand centre, which, how-
ever, was not improved upon. Then Frith
dallied in mid-field, and West sent out to
Evans, who drove tho: ball low, five yards
in front of the Luton goal, where Goddard,
with 2  splendid chance of sconng
could only strike the bar, and the danger
was_post: Three minutes Tnter Mitchell
o & ‘wonderful save on his knees from
a meles close in, and then Lmton hsd a
look-in at the other end.

WEST SCORES FOR THE WALIANS.

At the end of ten minutes’ play, a ‘clever
passing movemen’ by the Cardiff forwards
found the home defence spreadeagled, and
Goddard rapped the ball across to West to
find, the net with a fast Jow shot, with which
Mitchell had not the slightest chance.

The home team retaliated, and Roberts
forced a corner, which availed nothing.
Stephenson had to run out to handle a
moment later, and then the Cardiff forwards
were pulled up for offside as Mitchell re-
pelled a shot from Devlin on his knees. A
clever pass by Frith enabled the home for-
wards to get going, but Roberts was pulled
up for offside when, galloping through. and
a similar infringement by Rollinson drew a
loud reproof from the spectaxrs, the Cardiff
backs being exhorted to ““pliy the game!”

Wileman mext essayed to force a pacsage,
but, without. avail. Offside against the Car-
diff forwards enabled the home forwards to
ot away, and with clever combination they
worked right in front. Then Simms banged
in a hard shot, which appeared a certain
goal, when Stephenson made a miraculous
save, which drew the plaudits of the crowd.
From the ensuing corner kick, Simms again
shot in, bu Stephenson again repelled clev-
erly, and when Rollinson headed in, Lay-
ton luckily diverted the leather with his
leg. A moment Jater Wileman drove in a
lochv high shot, and when. tho crowd was

the point of velling “goal” Ste-
pheneon cleverly tipped the ball clear of the
post.
LUTON FOILED BY STEPHENSON.

Luton were now having all the btter of
the game, and exciting melees took place in
the visitors' goalmouth. On ome occasion
Wileman and Simms were almost through,
but Evans again came to the rescue, and
after once repelling the ball he threw him-
self bodily at it as Raberts shot, and sucoess-
qlly prevented a score. Stephenson was
slightly injured, but soon resumed, and the
crowd—by no means, of partial character—
hooted the referee for several decisions on
the offside rule which were very near things
and to the disadvantage of Laton.

Goddard ran dangerously in, and, driving
obliguely across. Mitchell had to have all
his wits about Fim fo get the shot away. Tt
was raining harder than ever mow, and
Luton appeared {0 be still improving, and
Rollinson skimmed the bar from 7l
Iowing a free kick. The tarf was now like 2
auzgmire, and the plsyers were. gradually |
losing command, while some of them were
nnvecopnisable. Bob Hawkes had a chanes |
as the ball travelled fast and low across the
goal from the right wing. but it wis too
greass for him to trap, and he had the morti-
fication of seeing it glance off his leit toe
over the Jime.

As the interval approached, Cardiff made
another spurf, and Devlin was nearly
through when *floored™ by Robinson.
Goddard forced a corner, from which Luton
broke away, but the Cardifi 'defenders
coversd their goal splendidly. R. Hawkes,
however, presented Rollinson with a fine
opening. but he shot yards wide. Cardiff
were agsin on the offensive when the whistle
signalled a well-earned rast with the score:—
Cordift  —.. .. S|
Luten . L8

o first ioenlemt of mite on resuming
wis a freekick sgainest Hemh for pulling
st Goddasd. and Devlin worked in and shot
over the bar, rreiving 3 kick o the hesd
¢ the samsé i, which secessiiated his
L Ninost 7

2 reall  mive  sénte bt B ook
Rt et o s from  Batgert
. (Cestizzed ou colamn &) %




LUTON v. CARDIFF CITY.

and {he Tatler was 1aid oot by 2 volley from
Elvey. He resumed after shorl treatwent,
snd Luton went sway with & rush.
BOBINSON CELEBEATES FROMOTION.

Tuton put on pressure and Stephemson
twite saved magnificenily, but his second
atlempt was misspenl emergy. for one of
the Cardiffl backs badly fouled Simms @
be rushed the goslkesper. From the re-
sultant penalty Robinson put the tegms on
equal terms with x fast ground shot tem
‘minirtes after the restar
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