FOOTBALL NOTES.
QUEEN'S PARK RANGERS v.
LUTON.
suﬂl-tnd at Eensal Rise on Saturday. Rer
v Lufon, s Bnifaﬂl

Queen
The tearms were as follow:—
Luton.—Mitchell; Elvey and_ Dugn; F.
Hawkes, Frith and B. Hawkes; Roberts, Boe,
s, Rollinsop and Hoar, by
Queen’'s Park Rangers.—McLeod; Millingten
n: Broster, e ‘Whyman ;
Thompson, Bireh, Miller, Gxe&gvry and Donald.
Referee, My, A. E. Caseley (Wolverhampton).
Beinz compelled to vacate Park Royal, 23
the line which served that rather aut_fx.nd.uh
but finely uesped round was taken over en-
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the old days i?xu:h was considered quite
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for turmstiles and the usnal surroundings of 2
League ground were missing. It is_eleven sea-
sons since the Bangers played their Sonthern
LeaTxe matches on the spot, and apparently the

hole affair has been allowed to go to ruin.

‘Anywag; the stand, which is quite a distance
from the playing ares, is in a _bad state of re-
pair, and gives one a depressing feeling right

away. On the Luton side, only Bob and Fred
Hawkes had ever played there before, while,
of course, none of the gresent Bangers team
was playing for the club in the old days at
Kensal Rise, The gate on Satnrday was a trifle
under £80, but this was partly accounted for

y 4 heavy snowstorm which came on about
twenty minutes before the kick-off.

The cancelling of all excursions prevented the
support of a number of Londoners who usually
accompany the team to London grounds, but

1s was in # measure made up by a strong
contingent of khaki-clad Bedfordshire lads
stationed at the White City, who planted them-
selves on the disused cycle track. They
shouted enconragement to the visiting players,
using the Christian names of the local players
in_the Luton team pretty freely, and this cer-

tainly made matters a bit homelike.

Luton had out their strongest side—at least
there were no players standing down throuzh
injury, while in the opinion of their officials
the Rangers were only short of Mitchell at
centre-half. The pitch itself, to the onlookers
from the ropes, appeared to he in excellent
condition, but when the game commenced it was
evident it was not altogether a billiard table,
notwithstanding that it had been recently rolled.
The neglect of years cannot be put right in a
woek or two.

Bob Hawkes lost the toss, and as there was
a strong breeze about, naturally, the Rangers
took advantage of it. But to the delight of the
Bedford boys on the track Luton went off with
a burst, and for the opening quarter of an
hour practically monopolised the play. Bob
Hawkes, who unlike the rest of the side, had
been resting all the week, was observed to be
in great form and kept his forwards well fed
with the ball. As a consequence, Hoar in par-
ticular had some glorious passes, and he had
quite an afternoon out at the expense of Mill-
ington. After a series of attacks of this nature
the home goal fell to an easy opening taken
by Simms. The ball had originally come over
from Luton’s left wing, and Roe, who seemed
to have a chance. did not malke full use of it.
Still he caused MecLeod to leave his charge in
an endeavour to clear the danger, and when
the ball was put into the centre Simms had
little more to do than touch it through. With
the least bit of Iuck hereabouts Luton would
have been at least three goals up, for MecLeod
was kept constantly on the alert, and it was
really more by good fortune than clever play
he was not beaten several times. But the con-
stant facing a strong wind eventually had its
effect, and the hall was often in the Luton
quarters, for it was quite easy to_send the ball
well into the other half in making a clear-
ance, and, naturally, with two_clever wingers
like Thompson and Donald, the Luton defenders
were called upon to meet a number of break-
aways.

Still, unless one of the players named brought
the ball towards the Luton goal there was little
danger, for« the three inside forwards made
anything but good use of their opportunities,
and cven when they zot a centre from the wing
they_failed badly. It seemed an easy matter
for Elvey and Durn to hold up the inside
trio, and they could allow the wingers a decent
amount of rope, but by concentruting on the
centre they were able to nullify all the energy
ut in by Thompson and Donald. Neverthe-
ess there were occasions when Miller and Co.
had a decent chance to have a wop at Mitchell,
but they shaped so poorly that the Luton
goalkeeper had very little chance to shine.

Of course, the Luton half-back line must take
a share of the credit for this ineffectiveness
on the part of the Rangers’ attack, and really,
as a line, they have not done hetter work in
any match this scason. Considering the strong
wind which assisted the Rangers, undoubtedly
the grand work put in by the Luton halves and
backs in the first half was the main cause
of the ultimate triumph, for although only a
eingle goal was netted up to the intervpl it was
{gully a_winning advantage under the condi-
10N 8.

It 1s true that in the second half the breeze
slackened somewhat, and for a short time the

Rangers held their own, but again their shoot-
ing lacked sting, and the Luton goal was seldom
in real danger. On the other hand, one or
other of the Luton forwards was continually
threatening McLeod, and that worthy was pal-
pebly uncomfortable. Roberts possibly had the
easiest chance after working into the centre
with the ball, but he failed to find the target,
although he vut plenty of sting into his shot.
Again, Simms _came through the centre on
one occasion in great style, but * blinded
the hall yards over from long range. As in
tho first half, Hoar, finding he could round
M.Lllini;ton very easily, was putting in some
capital centres, and when Simms rushed one
of these through about twenty minutes from
time, any possible hope the Rangers had of
saving the game was effectually squashed.

A few minutes later still another centre from
Luton’s left wing led up to Simms doing the
“hat trick,” although McLeod was somewhat
at fault this time, for, in attempting to clear
the first attack, he seemed to".simply push the
ball out to Simms, who promptly flashed it
through before the Rangers’ goalkeeper had a
chance to recover himself, ust before the
finish the Luton goal suffered its narrowest
escape, for a_sudden breakaway on the part of
the Rangers left wing brounght about the finest
shot of the afternoon, the ball hitting the
upright with terrific force and glancing out for
o gonl kick. But us this was less than four
minutes from the end it would scarcely have
affected the result, so far as poirts were con-
cerned.  Still it looks much better on paper
{o win by three clear goals. .

This was only the third time Luton hive
managed to maintain n clean sheet in their
Southern -League matches this season, and,
curiously, on each occasion it has been an away
fixture, Tho whole of the Luton team, with the
exception of Mitehell, can take credit for a
really fine performance. and in the case of the
zonlkeeper, so well did his comrades in front
perform that he wae practically an unemployed
person. It was acknowledged by the Rangers’
officials that the Luton forwards quite deserved
their three goals, and if the score had been
doubled there would have been no cause for
complaint. The home forwards were pgiven
quite equal chances, but they gave a most inept
display when they got anywhere near the Lufon
goul, and the local spectators were pretty free
in their comments as they left the ground. T¢
was n complete turn of the tables from the
provious Snturduy. when the Luton crowd were
similarly placed after the Southend fiasco,




