 FOOTBALL
LUTON v. CROYDON COMMON.

—_—
Played at Luton on Ssturday, Result:—
Luton .igeaqn s 2 goals
Croxdon ss1rss .- 1 gaal

This, the last match in fhe Bonthern Leagne
at Luion this season, produced & bright and
breezy display of footbgll, and, what was most
important from the spectafors’ peim§ of view,
the first victory ab hame sines February, when
Cardiff Qity were beaten in the last few min-
utes of the game. The result was a repefsion
of what happened on the conespandi.ng’%:i in
April last, and, rather curiously, the order of
the scoring was also exaeily similar, i

Neither side was at full strength, but Croyden
were far more seriously hamdieapped than
Luton. Leaving ont of eonsideration their men
who gre in the Army, they were without three
regular players—Harkness, Watson and Upes.
Wistsopn has been partioularly usefn] this season
at autsids 'n'gl,n, and his inability to play meant
transfernng ‘Barafather from the extreme left
ta tho extreme right. Luten’s only absentee was
Fred Hawkes, who was suffiering from ’a’chiﬂl
The teams were:— ke T

Luton—Mitehell; Elvey and Dunn; Wilson,
Frith and R. Hawkes; Roberts, Roe, Simms,
Rollinson and Hoar. . i

Croydon: Williamson; Little and Hufchins;
Allman, Bughell and Ryder; Barnfather, C.
 Smith, Goodman, Chester and Dawson.
 Referee, My, Lilley, Rushden.

Croydon did not live up to their early prom-
ise. Their quick forward work in the first ten
minutes left Luton out of the picture. Their
midfeld work was good enougzh to lead to a
couple of goals, but they failed to drive home
their advantage through bad shaoting. Barn-
father certainly ought to haye ecored when a
mistake by Dunn left him in lovely isolation.
Mitchell nobly did his part in this period.
Actual shofs he had few to stop; his part con-
sisted chiefly in coming out of goal and - beat-
ing the Croydon forwards for possession, He
won every time.

Then a change came over the scens. The
Luton forwards were fresh and sprighily,
whereas the Croydon five had exhausfed their
first supply of energy. Roberts, Hoat? and
Simms were particularly merry, and for a quar-
ter of an hour it was certainly Luton’s game.
Twice goals ought to have accrued from centres
by Roberts, Roe on the first occasion sadly
disappointing.  When a goal did come it de
veloped so. quickly that the incident was over
almost before one could realise that something
important was happening. It was a beautiful,
clean-cut pieca of football that would have
adorned even a classic fizture. Roberts centred
quickly; the pace was too great for Simms to
get into action; Rollinson attemvted to collect
but could only slightly deflect the course of
the ball. Hoar was the last hope, and Little
looked likely to  dead heat with the winger
for possession. Hoar's speed carried ' him
through, however, and, meeting the ball on the
run, he drove it home at a terrific pace. This
was the only point scored during the opening
45 minutes.

As in the first half, Croydon started the sec-
ond mojety with great dash, and, assisted by
a little Inck, this time their offorts were suc-
cessful within a minute. Following on a corner
there was a scramble in the goal mouth. Two
or three attempts were made to kick the ball
away, only for it to finally rebound nearer to
the goal, right to the feet of C. Smith and
Goodman, Either could have scored, but
Goodman, being nearer, secured the final
honour. : )

Visions of another home defeat loomed on
the horizon, especially as all Luton's attempts
in the next few minutes were not favoured by
tho least bit of luck, A lovely header by
Rollinson went only inches wide, and on
another occasion Rollinson was the vietim of
tactics inside tho penalty area that. were very
doubtful. If it were a lucky let-off, however,
a set off quickly occurred at the other end
when Chester was doubttully bowled over in
front of goal. Dunn was particularly vigorous
in his methods, and he came i for some advice
from the referee. The offence that led to this
was well outside the penalty arca, however.

Luton's winning goal came about fiftesn
minutes from the close. Roberts shot in with
such speed and precision that Williamson could
hope for nothing better than to throw himself
forward and divert the course of the ball. He
just touched it as he fell and Rollinson was
left to shoot into an untenanted met. In the
remaining minutes quite the best incident was
a liyely run and shot by Hoar which well de-
served a goal. Luton did find the net once
again, but the scorer, Simms, was offside.

Luton largely owed their victory to Mitchell,
Elvey and the wing forwards. Mitchell’s judg-
‘tment in runnig out has alreddy been teferred
to. To say Blvey's display was polished is a
mild way of describing the gkill and judgment
he revealed . Not one mistake did he make.
The halves were good without being promi-
nent. Once more Wilson proved his usefulness.
Luton have never had a more conscientious or
harder worker than Tommy Wilson. Roberts,
Iloar and Simms were most in the picture
among the forwards. For Roberts and Hoar
1t vas quite a field day. :

Croydon were well served by the goalkeeper
and backs, but the halves were only moderate,
Tn midfield the forwards did well; weak shoot-
ing was their undoing.




