Soilthern League ]

LUTON v. CROYDON COMMON.'

The  visit af Croydon Commnon to Tuton
this afternoon called to mind soms of the
rousing strugglos which have been fought
botween. theso stem rivals, particadarly the
‘memorable game on the szme ground cxactly
a year ‘ago. Then, Croydon wero two points
abead of Taton in tho Sccond Division for
the samo mumber of matches. By winning
as they did by two goals to one, Luton there-
fore/finished level wilh the ‘“Robins,” and,
A T 5

rocord of winning every possible poimt at
home.

Croydon’s experience in the Tpper cirglo
has been rather unhappy. The call of the
Army in Septomber removed ome of their
best players, and all through tho season
they have suffered to o considerablo oxtent,
from injuries. It is not surprising in the
circumstances {o find the Commoners toiling
at the wrong ond of tho table.

Owing to slight indisposition’ F. Hawkes
could ot/ play, this being his first absence
sinco the oarly part of the season. In his
stead Tommy Wilson, the' utility half-back,
camoini at right-half, Roo having recovered
from ‘his injury. at Watford reappeared a,
insideright. OF their regular players Croy-
don  lacked Upes, Watson, and Hartness.

In summerliko weather ,and'in the pres-
enco of about 3,000 spectators, the teams
Jined out as follows :—

i LUTON.
Right. Left
Mitchell.
Elvey.

‘Wilson. Frith. - R. Hawkes.
Roberts. "Roe. Simms. Rollinson. Hoar.
1}

Goodman.

Dawson. Chester, G. Smith. Barnfatlier.
Ryder. Bushell. Allman.

TTulchins Little.
‘Left. Right.
‘Williamson..
CROYDON.

Reforee, Mr. T. Lilley (Rushden).

Luton won the toss and kicked towards
the, Tazelbury-croscont, end. goal.

Croydon early assumed the aggressive and
Elvey had to be on his best behaviour to
prevent Chester snapping up 2 good pass
trom Goodman, when in a very good posi-
tion. Bob Hawkes stemmed the tide when
the Croydon right took up the running, but
Allman _gathered the ball cleverly, and
served up a choice pass to Bamfather. At
the critical moment Dunn missed his kick,
but Tuckily for Luton Bamfailier tamely
shot wide.

Oroydon wero very quick in their move-
ments at this stage. A lofty centre from
Burnfather landed the ball midway between
Mitchiell ‘and Chester. It was an exciting
canter and. the crowd cheered when the
goalkeeper pushed the object past the on-
coming forward, and then kicked clear.

1t was not until after soven or eight minutes’
play that Luton really got going. Then some
ood work by the right wing resulied in Hoar
trying n lovely shot from the wing, which hap-
pened to hit a defonder and cennon behind for
a corner. Hutchins got rid of this, but Luton
camo again. ' Onco more Hoar was well in the
icture, and Liitle was very plessed {0 fake
advantuge of the touchline within a foot of the
corner flag.

Groydon spoilt n businesslooking movement
by indulging in_ foul tactics, Frith being {ha
victim.

Roberts showed  fine turn of speed in o
ran’ which left Ryder hopelessly beaten, and
from his puss the position looked so bed for
Groydon that Willinmson ran out to Hlock
Roe’s progress, tho outcome being that the
gonlkeeper's would-bo clearanca cannoned out
of play off Ros. The noxt time Roberts got
away ho gave Roe a capital pass, but tho inside
mon simed badly.

Goodman and Chester showod firet-class judz-
ment in' e run nearly half fhe length of the
field. Chesfer was left in position for the final
shot, but thongh the direstion was rood the
pace was insufficient, and Mitchell cleared in
sufe stylo.

Threo or four times in s many minutes
Croydon wero penalised for infringing the ofl-
side rulo, wheroupon some of the soldier-
spectators cried, “Play the game.”

Twenty-two minutes from the start Luton
opened the scoring with o goal of 22 carat
quality. Roberts centred finely. Both Simms
and Rellinson fried to take command of tho
Ball but failed. Rellinson did, however, fouch
it, and it bounded off his foot towards Hoar,
and just too far for Little to reach it in time.
Hoar, showing the sprightliness of youth and
tho judgment of o veleran, ran a fow paces
and drove the ball hard and Jow into the net,
Williamson boing hopelosaly beaten.

Croydon were by no means discouraged, and
Smith, Goodmsn and Chester all gave consider-
ablo” troublo, while on ome occasion Bob
Howkes, to save from Goodman, concaded
cormer.

Daweon cloverly eluded Elves, but Mitchell,
wisoly running ont. so marrowed the angle that
the outaide left's shot cannoned off ihe custo-
dian for a-corner.

Frith and Wilson set their forwards going
nicely, but when the movement ehowed pro-
mise of developing advantagecusly Roe was
adindzed to be ofiside.

Rollinzon wss not quite quick enough to
#ather o beantifully jndged centre by Roberts,
Brshell nipping in most opportunely.

It was Luton’s turm fo suffer under the
offside ‘ruls, both Roe and Rollinson being
pulled up when favourably placed.

With great rapidity Barnfather and Smith
carried play towards Mitehell, the goalksoper
baving esentmlly to run out to save from
Goodman. Thé mext mimute his sercioss wars
necessary to help Wilson out of grest difSealts,

{he balf batk being unsble to shaks off
| Chester.

Simms sbowsd charactaristic Wil in trick-
ing Brshell and Litile & e {0 gob the ball dlear
of obstraction, but his final shot was foo high.

Frith meed bis hands fo prevent Dawsom.
setting posssssion near ke Balfwas’ line, but
Damn came fo the reecus. Goodmsn soom
oarried {he ball back. Hers was Elves's chancs.
He tpped the ball over Goodman's bead, |
tonched it past aunther encoming forward, and
fhen cleared. It was a really cleverly judged
piece of defence.

Just on the imterval, Boberis dropped the
ball into the cenmtrs, nnd, to sswe, Williamsom
bad to dive-down to the ball. Halftime:—

Lton 1
Croydom oo -0

The.game was resommed ot 4.3, and 2« the
s was still shining Duton bsd to face
the sun this half. Croydon equalised within
= minvts, and the gosl came in this way.
Goodman snd Chester forosd acomner. Daw-
#om placed this right in front of goal, and
sore close play with the players ail in a
buseh enened. R, Hawkes evdeavoured to
ek clasr, ot the bell cammored hack off




soother player, lesving Gnodman with a
clear, sasy shot st goal, which he smastly
turned to aceount.

Luton set 4o work vigoromsly. The laft wing
hnds ik Tanting, snd the ball travelling seroey
o Boberts, bs, from an swkward angin. iried
s long. Jow sbok, which Willizmeon did wall 16
dinpose oL

Beck play travelled o ihs oiber end. whers
Mitchell had 4o bs very mmart o get the bail

Eituily, only 40 see Mitchell run out and take the
bell ks & crisketer socepting & simple chamos.
LUTON AGATN LEAD. :

Very shomly sfterwards Boberis sent
i 2 singer which the Cropden gosl
kesper could mot fally get ewsy, sad Bol
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