. Summers,
LUTON TOWN.

Referee: Mr 8, M. Hartis,
"1 there were dreanis to. sell, what wonld
Tou buy?” asked Thomas L. Deddoss, It is

to muy that if we football followers of,
Luton Town had been called upen to anepes
hat question a week or two buck we would
rh‘“ asked for u vietory away from home, just
o prore that the Town's teamn was something
‘maro than & *heme winning ” side. Had the
‘qpéauan been usked a week ugo last Suturday
night, the answer would heve been “ To win
at Northampton next Saturday.” There were
two particular remsons why ‘we coveted the
points at Northampion. In the firet place, the
spirit of rivalry between the clubs has always
been of the highest order; in the eecond, the
* Cobblers ”* had been to Howthampton and
taken the hulo from the “ Sainte” by a wvie-
tory of eix goals to two. Tt may be'that some
of us did dream of victory, but I am quite
sure that the biz score msde by the
“Cobblers * made us * pooh-pooh ” the iden
of euceesstul prophecy. :
_ Some, however, havesevidently lost no faith
in the . Blues,” ar have fourd their faith
revived, T'ive poimis for threo mabches war
their justification, and I guess that when the
Town ‘ake tho field aguinst Crwstal Palnee
on’ Saturduy, some voices will be asking for
1he record to be made nine ‘out of a possible
ten, for on Saturday the ‘‘ Blues” wen on
their merits, I kmow that there sfe fluked
victories, although the fluke is wstally o wis-
take by one of tho other side, but there was
1o fluke or Tuck about the Town's suocess on
Saturday. It was n sterling win, hall-marked,
twenty-two carat, as the Northampton suppor-
ters readily admitted.

There has been a disposition to think that
Northampton rate a poor side. Certainly they
were made 1o look so on Saturday, but I am
not going o defract from the merits of the
“ Blues” ” performance in that way, The vie-
tory was due to tho improved display of the
Town plavers. It hus been coming along!for
weeks, and on Baturday it reached its high-
water mark. Fore and aft, the team played
like a championghip side, Defensive work
was promph and clean. The middle line com-
bined aggressive and defensivo tactios; the for-
wards passed and ghot betler than inany pre-
vious game. It was an all-round improvement,
most conspicucus in the forward department
because mosk needed there, The only Tegret
was that Summers shoulidl have been beaten
onoe. It wonld have been well to ‘have Lkept a
clean scote sheet for a little longar. |

When Dickens opene¢d: the ecore for North-
amptlon in the first minute, one wondered for
& few minutes if this misfortuns would affect
the Town’s plays but the unziety was'‘removed
by the manner in which the “ Blues® settled
to work. Thorpe and his backs were in' con-
stant employment, and how many times they
overted downfall by the merost shave, it would
be hard to tell. The passing of the Luton
inside trio, and the clever runs and' centres of
the extreme wingers, the following-up-of; the
balves, and the resolute lackling and kicldng
of tho backs, always presaged goals. When
the equaliser camo it was as simple as. could
bo imagined. Bookman got Tound Clipstone,
and the centre he put across left Tomlinson
with little option than to score. The pressure
was resumed on re-starting, and Williams got
home with a glorious drive, which want into
the met like a fiash. It was tho eortiof soal
we huve been expecting from him, and which
I kpew would soon come,




Northampton's Taids had been 'fow: and far.
between, in arrears, they now worked
valiantly to equalise, but they were still found
waniing at the crossover. They might have
done so a8 soon as the game restarted, had
Poaso left the ball alone when Dickens sent
in. He assisted it into Summers’ hands. Had
there been a seore, however, it would have

been hard on the Town, for Dunn'was at this
moment on
oceeding.

iground, unaware of what' was
Sumumers, too, was laid out, and
before :d.

beyond_tou
capped o fine individual  cffort w!nc‘h saw
Thorpe beaten by o splendid shot from twenty
yards. He then put the acceptable finizh to a
great effort by Roe, and Luton had now won,
bar shouting. ‘

Nearing the close, however, Dumm tfripped
Whitworth over in the'penalty aren, and as he
had done it in a manner disapproved by the
Titles, Whitworth got a chameo to reduca the
lend, His penalty chot would have scored hut
for the agility of Summers, who, with a cat-
like jump, managed to knock the flying ball
1o ﬂm other gide of the upright: So did the
“ Blues” win.

I hope the directors will persevero with this
team.  The fact that Tomlinson has scored
three goals and only played in three matches,
entitles him to his place. I could never quite
understand why, with his poal-scoring Tecord,
lhe did not seemto do wo well with 4ho Town.
His faults are a ten-
dency to hug the
ball, and a lack of
epeed, and even on
Saturday he did net
feed Roewenough, Buf
it wmust not for-
gotten that he s
primarily o centre-
forward,

& individual
effort. ' If ke will
distribute the  ball
and - especiplly  re-
member ‘his - right
hand  partner, he
should <do well at|
ingide right. After
all, goals are the
thing, and if he: can
get them, he is neces-
eary. Simms ghowed
more of his  old
dash. than ever before

P. HILL,

and

this = season,

He might
Williams
. continued that - excellent improvement, and
it is good to see his name among the gounl
scoTaIs, Bookman is gradually finding his
best, and will surely prove: the value of the
investment in him. Roe once before gave evi-
dence of ability to take the exfreme wing
positiop, end although his style differs from
that of Booloman, it was equally -effective when
he got the ehance. Tle halves were level in
excellence, ond the understonding between
1hem and 4he five in front was never befler
than on Safurday. At buek, Elyey =hone as
usual, but Dunn was very sure, and Summers
was in bis customary form.

Of the home side, Thorpe could not be
blumed ; the backs were not frst enough for
the Town forwazds, and the halves lucked-both
{he ecience and the stamina {o cope with the
¢ Blues.”” TPorward, Dickens ond I‘reezmm
were the pick, but tlie line did noﬁ wark
moniously at ail. ;

his shoating’ was well on the spab,
well have had @ couple more goals,
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