: s '»h
e e b e
e g el g

is
H
-
:1
i
£

and white to-da: |
bat o *Highe biuan, They waco Vest ae‘1n
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Evans, and it was only afler ibe lstitude of
the roferee the home players, that
the  Lagton Twean 0 respond.
Agreod  that they should not do 8o
undar any circumstances, but human nsture
is the same the world over, and we aTe momo
of u8 porfect, I can only say this; that on the
principle of “an eys for an eve and a

that fairly refleots the incapsbity of {he
reforen. A eergeani-major in tho Army, Mr.
Rowles may bo a momt excelléat man in his
working day sphere, but referceing is not hif

strong point, :
Our forw were weakenad hy the absence
of Williams, but even befars then I do mot
think they remched the level which i& meces-
sary 10 win honours in foatball. We do mot
563 emough of that thorongh understanding we
saw among the Crysial Palace forwards; there
is 1o quick, enappy ccmbination, no accurate
long passing, and no sharp-shooting, and I
am of omuion that this iz largely due fo lack
of ball practice, Shooting at goul'once 4 weck
is not emough, and if I may make a sugges-
tion, it is that Mr. Jobn Dow be asked fo
compile & time-table similer {o that ke took
part in ab Middlesbrovsh and . Manchester
City, Tt is foolish to think that the playerd
oro not always trying, for they aot j as
downhearted over defeats ag the supportens.
Under any circumstunces, a change will do
them no harm, and I wscommend my old
Iriend, Billy Laweon, whom we were all sorry
to miss on Saturday, to try the chaage for a
woek or two. I do mof mean to eay that the
players should have a ball out avery day in
April.  They afe getting <iale by then, but
certainly urniil well after Chiristmas.
Urwin's absence from {he half line was
severely felt, but Tot Jones and Young are a
good wing, and Jim Brandham tried very
hard.  Rufherford was in gzreat form, and
Parker worked claverly, tnd nsually held his
wings in check. At back, Dick Elvey was in
fine form, and made no mistake, and in the
second half he pitted his judement dnd re-
souvce against the crifly Jones, and on many
occasions he singlehanded beaf the left wing.
In this insbance we had a. rare laugh in the
train over ‘he pass te which things had come
in the secord half. Blyey masterad Young
near, the toueh line, amd was in the act of
Kicling away when Young kicked at him.
Elvey hali-turned on the forward, axd Jomes
entered in and gof the ball. Elvey promptly
tecovered and fackled the inside ran, whe,
beaten, dropped on all fours just as he did in
the firsh half when Simms was first penalised.
Elvey did not go over Jones! back, but fall
on top. The roferee whistled, but never indi-

cated to which side he bad awarded the foul
It was obvious




oy -again’ picked it up end kicked i, and
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o side pleted he plaved liks a giant,
cially sgainst the wind. ' Pecoy Summers

Wus severely handicazped by the etzained log,

and thers was o big lump between the knee

and. the thizh hen ho returned to the drees-

ing reom after the match.

Ot tho home players, Emblem, who it quite
a liftle chap, showed coolness ind resource in
goal, bnt Reid the. in defence; 'and

aste r illl his work. He
got flurzied on fwo or three ‘occasions when
tuckling: Williams, but his powers of tecovery,
wore eoxcéllent. Evins was tho cloversat half,
and ehould prove o real ireasure, for o
tacklod arid passed well. His fault was nn
inclination 46 rough charges, Lut e did very
wall, Arthar Wileman’s brother played sell
ab oftside right, and Burfill wan zood in the
centre, but the craftsman of the lme was
Jomes, and ab times be ‘played brilint foot
bull,  His goul was well deserved because of
his play, although Summers would have suved
had he net been crippled. ¥ourg shond. by
reasort 0f Jones’ cleverness, and should deyelon
into @ clzss man. Frost's {wo goals were very:
quostionabls, and were at such close range
{hat he could not fail to ecore.  His play: was
spoilt by temper and o resentment whon
beater. O tho whole, it was the worst of the
{hirtoen Soufhern Leugus gumes I huve seen
{his season,

Tenmio—Lafon: Sunimers; Elvey, Dunn;
Brindhen, Rutherford, Pazker; Honr, ~Roe;
Simms, Willinms, Bookman,

Southend: Emblem; Reid, Marshall, Evins,
Bollinigton, Woodward; = Wileman,  Frost,
Burrill, Jonos, Youne, .

Referes: Mt F. W. Rowles, Twickonham.

Southend United  wets grumbling abont
their experiences with the veferes at South-
amptan the previous week, and Mr. E, Liddell,
tho manager, had some cutting things o fay.
s is the old Clepton Orient half-back, and
met an old friend in David Williame, whot
ho was orty fo tee sent off the field.  He
afférwards | interceded - with  the - refcree on
bohalf of the Town’s inside left,

Sonde commients on {he referes quoestion re-
miied me of o story which is being told with
grent gosto by roms of the Town - Reeervas.
At Portsmouth, Bob Hawkes “wns penalised
for o foul throw-in, end so he poinfed oui 16
b linesman on the moxt occasion that. he
desired to be quite eorrect, * He did so some:
thing like this: “Observe that I place tho ball
at tlie buck of my neck thus, and bring it
over my head so,” It was ull correct then,
and edech time Bob drew attention to the wry
ho was doing it. Subsequently Lo failed 4o
repeat the leasgn; and was promptly polled
upn Then he remarked: * Ok well; I've dona
it it now.” A few mgmen{s Inter when the
Town gool was in danger, Bob mado a des
porate lunge ond cleared. The hall- strick
iho referee on the eide of the hend, dnd
Hultened him;out,  Play kept on, but the
reforco was all nrconscigus of what was liap-
pening for dome ebconds. Thea he revived
suffisiently to blow his whistle. Relapaing
ogain, the servicss of the {rainers wera neces:
sary to restore him. A'few minutes later swhen
Bob was in tho oct of taking o flying ek,
| the crowd went into convulsions, for {he offi-
cinl dropped to the ground like @ stone and
Waifed until dunger had pasted. After the
mateh, Bob hod & little chat wilh this referee,
and remarled; “ Ah, well, you. had tho batter
of il With & rueful look, {he referee re-
plied: “Did I?7 I am mot s0 gure of that}”
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