- FOOTBALL NOTES

(By CRUSADER.)

LUTON’S SENSATIONAL
OPENING,

Crushing Defeat at Swindon:
Point from Champions,

GOALKEEPER DISABLED,

At Swindon on Baturday:
BWINDON TOWX
LUTON TOWN .
Teams:—
Swindon: Nath: Kay, Macconachie; Lang-

ford, Huwley, Wareing; Jeflerson, Tleming,
Rogers, Batty, Davies,

9 goals
1 goal

Luton Town : Watson ; Lennon, Bemple ; Roe,
Lamb, Parker; Pett, Bradley,  Simme,
Mathieson, Bookman,

Referee: F, W. Cooper, London.
* o ox
At Luton on Monday:

LUTON TOWN .,

PORTSMOUTH "
Teams;—

Luton Town.—Watson; Lennon, Tirrell;
Molyneaur, Lamb, Parker; Hoar, Higgin:
botham, Simme, Mathieson, Bookman,

Portemonth. — Robson; Prabert, Potts;
Abbatt, Hurwood, Turner: Thompson, String-
fellow, Reid, Jamos, Beedie,

Referee: D, W. F. Coaper.

-

Not & flattering start, is it? I doubt if
I have ever known a town eo upset over sport

s was Luton on Saturday night when the
‘*Saturday Telegraph ” reluctantly printed
{ho result of the first match of the season, It
muet be confessed, however, that outside the
directorate there were few who really belioved
that Luton Town's players this season con-
tained o champion side, and, while hopes were
bolatered high, the epectators generally felt
that too much trust had been placed i
Teputation, and, after all, thut is a fickle
thing in which to liavé confidence. Few
people agreed with the departure of Dick
Elvey. The crowd would have retained him
ut his own price, but when all ie said and
done the men who have put down the money
have a perfect right to call the iune, and,
apart from the question of interpst l!tgehinf.
and the deeite thut the premior eide in
Luton should be a local side ga far as poseible,
1 personally cannot eeo that any esction_ of
the supporfera have n right to cay that this
or that ehall or shellmot be done,

s RVl -
Apar  altogether from iho . set-back
at  Bwindo it was  obvious
Monds; night  that the defence
parbhle awith that of lasy
e

d M;hgl;h should

5 we d
on‘the matter, I may
¥ eo d |




The detoils of the game, as far ne wer
necessary, have appeared in the * Tuesduy
Telegraph,” and o if 1 say {hat it was even
rougher than lost year when Portsmouth wero|
defeated by two oleur goule, fhat may be
enough on the character of the siruggle. The
yeferco was much  too_lenient, nad should
have como down very heavily on the rough
players at the beginning.

A % % %
The fact that two pemaltion were awarded
againet Portemouth, and thut at least o
couple more should have been given,
suflicient indication of the lengths to which
the visitors were prepared to go to muve the
kame. The Portemouth defenco struck moe ae
being vory much rattled carly in the game,
thanks fo tho persietency with which Simms
Tung on to them, and although the mischiol
did not start with the backs—it began in
the middle line ne o matter of fuct—they were
exceedingly unbappy for the greater pari of
the game,

PR

I had come to regard Mathieson ag likely

4o be the best shat in the #da, but nlkr his
{tl the penalty 1 shall have'io ze-
{ was an execrable attempt,
{hie bull going well over the top. Tho wffence
for which the punishment was exacted wis &
foul on Bid Hoar, but 1t was 10t such a long
i aff ards ihoy Higginbothum was laid
adly, snd Hoar ook tho penalty
fust Jow ehot. Tlere wus
1 addition te good
Hoar and Higgin-

vise o little.

1

out very b
and scored with & .
Vlenty of oxcitement, and i

i, Simms oneo sapding over {rom under the
ba in & gallant effort o convert a contro
o
» LR
Probably {lie surpriss packet uri fo now,
n the play of Higginbotham,
did not always do what




‘handled fhe ball well, wnd certainly deseryed
{be choers ke received. 1 wm pasitive he
'would mever have been beaten » socond timo
bad the Town bad two decent balls in play.
The new ball with which the gwme wan
started was out of play much more {ban it
was in, and recourse wos bad 1o & hall which
was betwoen & Soccer and » Rugby ball, The
| result wus that when Reid Dul in a simpls
locking shot, Parker pot himseli righy in the
way and waited Jor it. The ball was going
directly to him when it suddenly turned and
gropped and bounced info the net well away
from bim, J¢ was rough uck for Parker snd
the team. Still, they kept their point, and
that was a very fino performance conmdering
the beavy bandicap under which fthey
laboured.

% * %

For {ke visitors, Bobson, who last year had
the fine yecord of mot & goal againet him in
®way matches for a period of five monthe, did
very well, and could ot be blamed for either
gosl. His backe were all right when they had
plenty of room, but when pressed the;
always in tronble, snd Simms made tite most
of this fsct. The helves wers altogether too
unsportsmanlike, their tackling being more
frequently foul {han clean, and they had mo
compunetion about tripping or charging from
behind, Bome of the forwards, James in@ur-
ticalar, followed their bsd exumple, and g0
there were many unpleasant incidents. Reid,
who got damaged rather badly, had only him-
self to thank, for it was his attack on
Higginbotham which cuused the hurt. There
wai tter understanding nm1 the visiting
forwards {han smong Lutos owever, and
Thompson was about the pick.

* % ox %

Watson I have referred to, and Tirrell was
certainly the equal of Lennon, who showed up
very well at times: and will, T think, quickly
get into the English etyle of football. Moly-
nesux, promoted from the Reserves on the
strength of his display on Saturday, fully jus-
tified his inclusion. He will keep his place
on this form, without a doubt,  Cockerill
would have been playing also had be been
i, and it epeaks well for the ex-Arsenn] man,
that although he realised {hut this wus
chance, he declined 1o take risks, hi
being jusy as much in the interests of
‘lub ag of himeelf. Molyneaux etruck me as

ing _even better as 4 wing half than a
centre-hulf, and in my opinion it would be
‘wise to let Bayliss go back 1o his position at
centre-half and ses hew he frames there, for

was quite as good as Molyncaux and
Cockerill on Saturday, although it was only
‘his third game 2g a wing half. Lamb was dis-
appointing, He won quile s much appleuse
as his colleagues at 4imes, for he was fre-
Quently in the van when there was an attack,

t oocasionally he missed the ball in mye-
terious fashion. 1 bardly care to eny that this
or that man was the best of the forwards.
Simma played & mgnificent game, and {here

tion
the

#oapping up the ball and darting away with
it, and was as hard to knook off as in premar




Accidents barred, Simme will get goal
ta; | this zenson, Higginbotham and Hoar hud th
ig- | better chances to make good, und both playes
. The outside right was vot a_certaij

sturtor until Monday noon, but he realised hi
best. and in Higginbothum there was almos

.| an ideal link for playors like Simms und Hoar
if| The Scot opened out the gamo well, waa con
Tt | sistontly drawing the defonce and {hen part
he | ing with the-ball to advantage, and his phy
°d| riguo enabled him to give and fake har
It knocks with equanimity. 1 think he wa
he [ fouled more than any man on the field, ye
°d | ho wup the least perturbed. Mathicson' was
I | 2o doing well until he was called: npon to
tako Parker’s pluce, and oven there ho did
good defensive work, 'Bookman's drawback
| was that he had no partner for half the game,
lo| but he did good work when ho was single
" [handed, and in the first half he put over
k| soveral neat centres, Tho line is good enough
when it gets adequate support from the xear,
and o few more matches together will enabic
the players to,combine better than at present.

¥ ok o2 %
The Swindon game I did not see, but the
o, | comments of our special correspondent {here
of | may suffice to show what happened, bui in
is | addition to Lamb, Semple got © nasty kiek
in the groin before the second goal was
score
% * ok ok

““ The only enlightenment I can give is {hat
the Luton defence crumpled up badly. Lest
senson Elvey gave a great display at Swindon,
and it was obyious very early on that Luto
hud nothing 11ks the feience they had I
genson. Even that defence, howover, could not
have coped with the brilliznt attack of Swih-
don. Fleming reached his very hest form, and
he whs quito as cood on Saturday as he has
ever been, in his long aad magnificent carcer.
The Luton defenders strove desperately hard
fo check the home vanguard, but they were
either swept aside or circumvented by sheer
shill.

* * % %
We in Swindon had heard much of this
vaunted Scottish defence, but, always except-
ing Watson, it was 100 slow. Of ihe hulves
and backs, ‘Parker was the only man who
seemed ,cupuble of giving and taking hard
knocks with equanimity. The others were not
vigorous énough becuuse they were not strong
enough,
d

poare
of flie homo forwards.
ative¥if 1 may u

mg lines foo ortho L !
imows Floming knows that his euccess i
football is due to the fact that he has nover
been an orthodox . Thero was alto-
ether too much fire in the Swindon aitack
.| for the slow Scots, and T have never seen, long
| as my expericnce hus been, men g0 utterly and
hapelessly_non-pluseed ay wero Lennon and
8 ‘Watson ono cannot have - any-
ise, and there
p
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