FOOTBALL NOTES.

(By ORUSADER),

0t

From my notes in the uesday Tele-
graph ' some appear 10 imagine fhat I am
not satisfisd with the victory of Luten Town
on Ssturday. In one way tho surmiso is cor-
toct. Who in Lufon will be eatisfied ever
until the Town are in Division 1. of the
loague? There is no resting-place, even af
the top, in foothall, and we all want to
tha Tewn proceed to the very highest homours
that can be won, That explains my dissalis
{action, and a0 it will bo recognised that i
in only of a géneral character. 1 am like
evorsbody else in Lulon—the best is not too
gond for me. Another matter that | had
heitar deal with at onoe is 4 sort of charge
levellod sgainst mo that 1 sent to Nerwich a
report which states that the Town wers not
deperving of their hig margin. Why this
owld ba charged to my manifold shatt-
comings 1 do not know. T never sent any-
thing of the kind to Norwich or anywhere
olse. 1 asree that Skermer did not deserve
fch a record against him, becanse of his very
fine displar, but on the merits of the game I
do not think the Town's superiority would
have been exaggersted had there been =ix
clear goals in it. Bren allowing for the fact
that somn of the Town players did not give
of ibsir very best form, I think more goals
thould have been soored by the forwards. I

¥rom every point of view, with the excep-
tion of goal, 1 think Luton were better. In
ocomstructive atiacks they were more resource-
ful, etronger, snd faster, and Skermer waa
given every opportunity of proving that he is
a goalkeeper of the first dlass, There was, on
the faom of it, s tmmge of luck about Book-
man's opeming goal, but when one considers
all the circumstances leading up to it, the
only fault of it—if that is & fanli—was that,
instead of arasling the ball into the net, Book-
man scraped it through. T have also heard
Simms' second goal criticised, some holding
that Skermer should have saved. I do mot
think any goalkeeper could have saved it from |
the position in which Skermer was when the\
ball was shot. It went like a flash, right
under the bar, and tlie way he got to it at all |
was really wonderful. As to the fourth goal,
there is the claim that Simms was offside. T
agree that he was in an ofiside position, but
he oertainly was not interfering with the
play in any way, aud if. as I believe was the
view of the referee, Gray touched the ball as
he tackled Hizzinbotham, Simms was all|
zight. T have not hesrd any fault with the
other goal Simms scored, and certainly there
conpot be too much praise. It was the hall-
mark of opportunism. Ths defepce was in
apple-pie order according to the ** Raferee's
Primer,"” when the home centre zot a pass
equare in front of goal and a matter of twenty
odd yards out. He made a bee-line for goal,
playing a sort of * tip-tap-foe "' business as
he went past the backs and finally pushed
the ball irlo the ret awasy from Skermer. It
was an illustrated lesson “ How to zet goals.”




Befora T had leit the grourd on Saturday
someoné eaid to me, “ Your propheey’s come
true. He's done the hat trick.” I now make
another prophecy. Barring injury, Simms
will be in the first six goal-scorers of the
Leuguo at the end of the season. His hest
form is restored, and he is heaps wiser than
he was when he made his world's record in
1916 in the London Combination. He owes
much to his companions, as he is first to
admit, and 1 believe that if he would give

kman as much work as he gives Sid Hoar,

he would be even more successiul. So far as
see that is the only drawback. At Sel-

hittst Bookman was for a long period the life
and soul of the attack. Last Saturday he got
very few passes, and many of {bem ere
poorly timed, yet whem he did he also gave
the spectators a thrill oi pl by the way
in which he raged past the opposition, You
cannot expect Bookman to try to knock spots
off a player like Gray, but it should be pos-
sible eo to utilise him that Gray's weight is
of no avail agaipst the sprinter. Mathieson,
too, who is mow giving us something of what
we expected from him, would add to the
merit of his play by ffty per cent. if he were
o give his partner a , “instead of himself
Lolding the ball while the man he has once
ten, recovers position. Of the biz Irich-
wan’s ability I have always had the highest
opinion, and nope was more dizappointed, not
even himself, than I, when he took so lonz to
find his form. I believe that when he fully
réalises his duty o Bookman he will stand
comparison with tho best inside leit in fhe
south. Higginbotham is always useiul, and
s & body the three inside men to-day are as
hefty and thrustful as any in the south. Sid
Hoar early found that the Norwich defence
would not allow him {b take liberties, ard he
received several kmocks in the first half that
shook him up sadly. Walsh's reappearance
in the first eleven was succoseful. That was
because {he men against him were about his

be will be all Tight. - Personally, however, 1
“Canpot see any ‘wisdom ‘in moving Parker from
& position in which he has given his best ex-
‘hibitions. “THero is no comparison between
the two, much as 1 hope to see Walsh Tise.
Parker is ot only skilful, but he is jusy as
fast apd upliring 4s any hali-back we have,
and it is aging the eifectiveness of the

{0 move him. cannot get all the
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