LUTON LOSE AT PLYMOUTH.

Confidence govs a long way fowards sne-
cogs, perhaps, butl it does not actnally bring
victory. The Luton Town players wedi to
Plymouth full of econfidence that they
wouskd win. They had & special ncentive,
for the Town have never yel won a game
at Plvmouth.

Their optimism came uostuck., but any
umpartial judge would admit that they
should have brought away two puints, They
had the better of the game, as far as scor-
ing chances were concerned, and would
readily agrée that they bave met and van
quished far iffer opposition  than the
Argvle mustered on Satunday. It was by
no loeans plain saitling for the Town, for



they found the Argyle of this season quite
living up to the standard and style of the
Argyle of years and years ago—plenty of
vigour and dash, and a stwek-at-nought
defence, Although the Argyle got wae
lead at the end of twelve minutes. I never
expected they would keep it, and an ex-
perienced critic sitfing next me remarked
at the interval, ‘* Well, your chaps have
only themselves to blame if they lose; they
have had enough chances to win two or
three times over. They will find it harder
unow,"

He was referring to the fact that the
Argyle would have the benefit of the stiff
breeze in the second half. He was sur-
prised to see that the Town had more of
the play in the second haif than in the
first, and this in spite of an injury to Hig-
ginbotham, who was limping badly and
could not get up a trot. Other players got
in the. wars, but Higginbotham was ren-
dered almost helpless. Play was fast and
even in the first half, with the Argyle do-
ing shightly more pressing, but they got
lewer chances of scoring than the Town.

The Town forwards manceuvred better in

midfield than the Argyie, but they could

not get 1n a shot to beat Craig. Tomis' shot

after twelve minutes’ play was about the
best of the gume. Tt did not scare be-
cause Bailey made a brilliant save, but he
was helpless to get the ball away, and
BOWLER completed the good intentiong
of his colleague—a very simple job.

One cannot go into all the subsequent
occasions when the Town might have drawn
level,s but Bailey had only one really busy
time and that was early in the second
half. He then made four or five saves in
quick sucecession, and punched ouf a couple
of corner kicks. Craig had no period 8o
busy, but his worry was more constant and
for longer periods. He made several good
saves. His first save of note was in the
first half, when Hoar centred and Simms
tried to tap in from close quarters, but by
fortuitous circumstance Craig happened to
be near enough to divert the bakl over the
bar. In the second half he went down ful]
langth and cuddled a shot from Bookman
just as Simms dashed in, There was a
rare struggle on the line, but Craig emerged
with the ball and cleared. He was tested
half-a-dozen times in the closing five min-
utes, but he always managed to get the ball

away. Btilly T do not remember one really

hard shot al'godl by & Luton forward. There.

was no enterprise in shooting, although

they gave the spectators a lot of thrills py
the frequency of their raids, and it only
required a few more shots to have.rounded
off what was often realiy clever footwork.
The ball was not lifted about enough,
however, and there was a general len-
deney to keep it too close. This was in
contra-distinction to the tactics of the
Argyle, who gave the ball any amount of
boot. : _
The Argyle are a vigorous, hard-fighting
side, but by no means impressive, and 1if
the Town can find their best form next
Saturday the game should go hard for Ply.

mouth. Craig was a good goalkeeper, but

the backs were rather slow. Both had
rare judgment, however, and Russelil was

. magnificent under pressure. Atterbury 1S

a wonderful player considering his age.
The wing halves also showed traces of
wear and tear. and Eastwood, deputising
for Hill at centre-half, was the pick. The
best, forward was Toms; he worked

‘with tremendous ‘energy, and brought

out the best in Heeps, the reserve left

~winger, who is a fast and clever lad. Kirk-
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patrick and Raymond did not do a great
deal, but they certainly kept the ball mov-

ing, and Raymond showed rare judgment

in passing.
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kicked and tackled well all through, and

powers of recovery are not brilliant, he was

spcond half he several times worked the

ons or two occasions he made me feel that
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The Town had a bad day—a very bad day. |
There were only about a couple of players
who played up to their best form, and they
were Bailey and Tirrell. Both did well, and
Bailey had no chance to stop the shot that
scored—he was on the ground. Tirrell

aithough he is not very speedy and his

a very difficult customer to pass, and he
played with superb judgment. In fthe

“ offiside theory ”’ very skiltully, and on

there was something in the suggestion that
he would make a good centrethalf. The
game wag well on in the second haiif be-
fore Lennon appeared comfortable, and he
then made several clearances in his best
style. I think he would benefit by a little
holiday. So with Molyneux. This flank
was repeatedly beaten in the first half by
Heeps and Toms, and I am still of opinion
that Molyneux should have been rested
until the Haster programme if we want 1o
sen him finish the season well. He played
desperately hard in the closing stages, and
joined the forwards in trying to get a
roal. Roe was soma little time in finding
hia feet. but he did splendid work at times,
his head daing a lot of sporing work, but
he would have been better on the wing,
and so would Parker have been more effec-
tive in the centre. He was out of pasition,
and was itching to get into the huriy-
burly of the middle field. The forwards
played indifferently. Sometimes they
were vardg too fast for the opposition, but
they did not shoot at all well. Higgin-
botham was a great worker until he got
hurt, and the line was worse oul of gear
than before. Bimms was a thrustful leader,
but he did not ghoot as often as he should

| have done. Butcher was always in the thick

of the fray. and his trickiness gave the
home defenders a Jot of anxiety. Hoar and
Bookman were smart in the open. but did
not centre as nicely as usual, and many
chances were lost through this failing. Shid
Hoar threatened to win the game in the
closing stages, but, as on a previous occa-
sion. a defender’s hands robbed him, angd
the referee would not heed the appeal for
a penalty.

In spite of their failure, I think the Town
were the better team, and I ghall look for-
ward to a comfortable vietory oD Satur-
day, when T hope 1o see the goal average
rreatly improved. It will be done if the
ﬁall is swung about more. The Argvle de-
fenders were almost at the last gasp on
Saturday, and if such was the case In a
olose game, it is obvious that the proper

course is to make them do a lot of travelling

at the start.

In view of the heavy Easter programing
invotving four matches in fve days, '1
{hink the directors would be well advised
to husbang their resources. Roe certainly
did well enough to justify a further run
at half, but it should be ou the flank., If
Mathieson is fit there will be suine diffi-
culty in choosing a forward line, and it sy

ssible for Mathieson, Shankland, and
Percy Hill to get a gathe in the first eleven
within the next fortnight. ' Experimenis
will certainly be needed in the ¢losing
mutches of the seasofi, for it is perfecily
clear that the Town Club cannot fece amb
expenditure of £2.000 in summer Wages.
The difficalty will be to choose who shiall
remain, and as the retaining figure has
p to £312, the directors have a 8O
blem to face. It is nol, as soule
people appear to think, a question of draw.

ing money and banking it, and if the Town
can dear themselves of debt this season
and start with a clean sheet next, they will

do excoptionally well.

It is ecarly as yai lo talk aboul what



should or what should not be done, but it
is obvious that the. middle line needs
strengthening, I am not going to labour
this subject, or to say anything to embur-
rass the directors, for they may be trusted
to do the best with the funds at their dis-
posal. We have seen a great advance on
last season, and I am convineced that we
shall do even better next,
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