THE LEAGUE-DIV.IIL

LUTON’S THRILLING FINISH.

(By CRUSADER).

LUTON TOWN 4 goals
NEWPORT COUN Nil

LUTON TOWN.—Bailey; Lennon, Tirrell;
Molyneus, W-Iht Roe; Hoar, Higginbotham,
Bimms, Matl Bovkman.

NEWI‘OR’I‘(OUNTY —Cooper; Arch, Flan-
ders; Price, E. Edwards, Groves; W.
Edwards, Dobson, Devlin, Lythgoe, Blott.

Referee: F. Todman, Croyden.

An excellent resu't—on paper. It is safe to
wssume, bowever, that of the 9,000 spectators,
wery few did not feel a bit sorry for the Welsh-
men. Mm the unfortunate Cooper gave the
Town the firat gosl, the visitors had quite as
much of the ball as the ' Lilywhites,” snd at
Jrequent intervals threatened to win. For quite
Jongthy epells they showed the more skill and
Jaterprise, and could they have finished as
pmartly as they conceived and executed move-
ments. there might well have been a different

Newnort were the better side abeolutely, and
the Town's play was coarse i cu-unna- snd
hed the home bocks wavered in this period
#0al would sssuredly have fallen. After ficht-
h. #0 manfully for 85 minutes, it was hard to
Be delited with three gosls in fonr minutes.
and it is anite safe to sssume that Newport will
not be called upon ¢ endure such an exverience
for many s long day. But the Town forwards
fouched their abanlute best in that Ql‘hil rating
five minutes, and the rity of it all is th lhy
bannot maintain that etandard in rll their
for the whole time. Jf they could we -lauld
mot need to gueds twice to rive the name of
€he side to win promotion. Previona to that,
Rhowever. a straneer entering the grovad in the
aecond ho'f wonld have gnesed Luton the
Joiire side. sn hanless wae thei» work. while
@n the othar hand the darver and d g for-
wards of Newnort were continuslly raidine. Tt
$a quite true that Crorer had mrre wnrk to do
than Bailey, hit the ndvances of the Town were
nearly a'ways the veanlt of the individun! forav
whereas the Newnort forwsrds slun thae Lsll
about and rasead often with clorkwerk nre.
eision Tt was ~ fidesty time for all of nq frr
h meemed that Newnort conld not maintain such
vacs . withont »sward. Amd it wee r~¢ pntil
w senond woal that we felt anything like cer-
Sain of keenine the noint  The firet ene) rama
@t the end of 15 mirntes’ play. Feer had ret
fp 2 lowns dhot' which Cacver  fialded  enfely
senoneh. Horry Hieginbotham, however.who waa
Hrw i wound, wont stisk o the: soTNemor,
o Intter kicked the ball on to Higg'nbotham's
v from =hich it went inta cb net  Cooper
in subsequent

moments for

She eveetatars anite aimnle for himeelf. snd if
the men in Tront o him merer veached the
surerlative  they mainta’nad the stesdy novi.
five. and fon=ht avere inch ~f gronnd with a
fenarite that kent the Taen forwards nnesttled
A discomnoasd. And the visitine farwards
memasad gwew  Wipine “whileTaardadle’ a=d




Wp-a'fhiy end often thev coverad half the fleld
rithout ~ Tut~n rlaver heing sble tn disnrcers
Shem. HWad thev heen able to rush the Town
wer=en-rd @2 amartly 8y thev came thvanch
midhald, ‘hey would nprabshly heve haaten
l--ln They wlawad minerior= footba'! for »

annenval -hﬂ Te 1oft hia chaves and vohhad
W. Fdwards after the latter bad van hal? the
mrth of the field and wae anlendidle naped.

t the Town @p~lkserar blackad the ball with

in feet as Edwards shot, and had the eatisfae.
Bion of sesing it gn for a corner. Taviin slea
#iréd in severs! wnad ~hots, but Railev wase in

form Mast of ne were thinkine how
ke wn ware t0 b drawine when Roe glipned
hall theeneh the middls to Simma and
hie-m. Ther beat the defonce very cleverly
e fannad  the ball throneh for
THIPOIN 40 find *%e vt with a shot that
®lanced #% the roet. The Town forwarde new
@ave of their verv hoot, and Simma and Wathie-
Bon resin conenired in & clove movement thet
earriad them throueh. and RIMMS shot with
force 1o beat Cooper to the world. The
naformation mcere was not comolete for the
Bell wae token ¢n the other end. but pe aniekle
o4, and Hoae mot throneh on the rieht
ecentre MATHT®EON rushed hetween the
ke and et to the ball inat before Ceoner.
scored the fonrth gosl. Jt was & finiah
Such as had never been exvected by any of the
Players or spectators, and. needicas to say. if
e amende lnr much of the poor stuff tha
precsded. and probably lifted a load from
She minds of the directors- for they Mnld not
Bave been satisfied with what had gone hefo:

Newport have a very useful side. 1 lhll be
Surorised if they do not figure fairly promi-
mently in the League table, for if they are mot
‘Nl"mhn sre sturdy and industrions, and

epeed and skill- on the extreme. right, and
Dobwon worked for him in brainy and unselfish
ion, while Devlin_beld his men . together
Il Lythgoe and Blom &'d many useful
s without ever reaching brilliance.
For the Town the defence acsin proved ite
orth, and Bailey wina more confidence in ml
me. He ia ge'ting more ji , and doss
hesitate to run out when oceasion demeonds.
not reaching their best, buth Lemmon aind
&nll put up = strong defence, and covered
h other fairly well. One hesitates to say
mauch about the middle men, for Walker was
Sandicapped by I Roe  more tlu
Justified hia inclusion. and he gave Bookman
@nd Mathieson more assistance than they llw
@ver had. Indeed. he got as much appl
aay plager on the field. Molyneus and = lker
were useful, but both have played better. The
forwards were most provoking. Now and then
Shey would scatter the visitors' defence and




work up strong attacks, which they were never
blc to drive home. They got impatieat with
h other, and, curiowtly enough, most of
‘coper's work was entailed by heading. In the
last stages thq showed just what they are

than st ny uther period of the game,
thoy nmu nanplu-ed the uutln defence.
et with
reward, ud nothing better than t& 'wi of the
line in the concluding atsges could be desired.
It must not be forgotten that the ground con-
ditions sre sll aga'net attractive loc'lvd pley,
for the ball is too lively to be consistently con-
trolled. The team !l round will do much Inthr
when the ground is soflter.
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