GREAT CHANGE-FOR BETTER

THEN we went to Bnﬁhton a black cat
\\ found Harry Higginbotham and made a
of lim. At Paddington Station last Satur:
a coal-black kitten followed him along a
= and up some steps .and if he had
mxlui a porter’s invitetion' to teke it along

s 10 knowing what would have happened.
Luton got & point and Higginbotham
» first goul registered by an opponent
at Swindon. I hold the view that the best

mens are plenty of confidence and a capaecity
ud work, and thus that Grimalkin had
whatever to do with Luton's fine per
formance at Swindon. The reports that have
appeared have not done half justice to the
Luton players, who, so faf as the play generally
was concerned, overwhelmed the *f R.a,xlwa.y-.
men

> 'were 7655 spectators who' paid for ad-
n, and about thirty of thess were young
airmen and other soldiers from Salisbury Plain
who had evidently come to help Lubun us far
as lay within the capacity of their lungs. Tt is
exaggeration to say' that, tl.kmg the game
ughout, they made more moise than the
I have never known such a 'quiet and
a sort of crowd.  After the glowing no-
counts of Swandon’s brilliant play and terrible
luck Ac Lauton, they had come fully pumad o
see Luton i 1‘
BITE THE DUST, 3
And they could only look on in sheer. Mb\
ment ag the Lutondioxagda toyed with the
Swindon halves an oks, I "aigh‘
m of a3 the gou.l escaped. Bﬁ’o lﬁhu‘ezg a
windon |

men to earn lhe..L money, ‘They bu;d, ‘u as |
in them lay, but they were harassed an anjeé‘
out, and could not/ keep Dace! with the s wm-{
footed Luton men, especially in the icl

stages. And the number of people who
Luton’s stamina and epirited ending
volume of testimony to the work of Bi
son. Every man of the Luton side coke& as
fit as a fiddle at the final tootle, i
home players, to use'a Swmdan
“had thelr tongues out.'”

game as thme emanating. from ng
not seen for many a long dw.nnd
of excuge for the contempt felt by i
players for the sourvy freatment they haye hud,|
Bwindon: were given full cre their ﬂna
game at Luton in the firat h,
week, and when I say that at Sw
lads were better all fhrough the game than)
Swindon were in the first half at Luton, sbme
idea of the amount  of their’ pressure
is obtained. The ‘‘ Railwaymen” knew that
they were heaten to a frazzle for the  greater
part of the game, and spectators to whom I|
' spoke were frankly amazed at the game put uD
by Luton,
To write of HIGGINBOTHAM'S EDB-I
“gift offside ”” goal is




A SCANDALOUS INJUSTICE ',

to the best referee we have had this season.
The ball was centred by Hoar, and Reid .. shot,
hard against' ap opponent. Higginbotham was
1ot offside even if the opponent had not played
the ball, for he butst past a couple of men
and shot hard., The hall hit the post as Nash
dashod actoss, ang s it came back Higgin-
botham coolly gathered and . tapped it into’ the
net, It is true fhat the medon players ap-
pealed and one/or two heitated, b Mr Crump
showed not the "Péhg,}
(nlwaymens 7 pmtést 53 ﬂ“‘“ i
hearted: A

i" attiart & bit of
ay, for NORTON took sd-
vantage ¢ ho was quite un-
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h;cmhlhc men behind, and for the greater par
of ﬁ ¢ Bume wera impotent. Notton ‘wag' 1k,
Dick of th s although the Youngster
+urner, did we|) betimes,
d much le;a wm]k 10 de than Nagh
Was Lo fully extended, H
¥2s coel ang confident. . The bge 8 ‘Were greq!
D te B :
ing a sort af 4 vy
Eume, and were kicking ﬂLrong!;“m‘e e
all \hhro}lslgh. Both diq well, The
were brilliant, They made 1h, t $ N '
e € e team. Not on

and the maoves of the Obposition, and Roe's
olever headwork and footwork
highest praise, i
that he shoulq be asked in hig fireg zame to run
UD 4Eainst a man like Foster, ang half-a-dogen
centres: would be about ‘his limjt, The half.
back was

dribbles and had more shétg at goal than any
Swindon forward hag during the game. Walker
had Coolke chained up, and with Foster ho put
the stopper on Johngn, who could never gef
gowmg. The Luton centre-half fed better, too,
and if he had ghot at goul on two ar thyec

oceasions when he hagq worked a posifion in.
etead‘ of giving the

» and it wag well he diq for

ing our forwards ut Lufon

they certai @ their best show of the
They were fuat, tricky
and enterprising, and some of their combina-
tion was of the highest class— the drawing of o
man and then a transfer o g beftar-placed oppy-
nent.  Butcher's return to the forward bne

it under control he was able to send Clarkson
away with a olear field fime after time,  Cole.
bourne and Rogers Were in desperation before
the end, and once, mear the finish, " alter
Clarkson had been fad oleverly and &nabled {o
gentre, | | Colebourne, . 'as  soon as Bt
cher ' gob !ithe  ball, | pelted © off to
Clarkson,  and  Butcher  cut througii
on his ownl, what time the crowd rocked at the
Swindon back’s discomfiture. 1t was through
Butcher's work that (larkson showed his first
really good game, and if he could maintain that
form, the outside left position would be solved.
He showed better speed and. neater control, and
he dribbled and centred splendidly. Theyl
made g i



o A GRAND WING.

Hoar touched his particular best, a i
Higginbotham pushing the ball out',s)dzdorw}itrlnl—
side according to the disposition of the oppo-
gition, Hoar got plenty of chances, and he made
200d use of them. . Before hali-time he had
Wareing panting, and afterwards the old Ever-
ton hulf-back did not know what to do for the
right thing. When Wareing expected a pass
Hoar just dribbled on, and when he tackled
Hoar the ‘pass had him beaten. Higginbotham
was as unselfish as ever. He was streets
better than in the previous game, and planned
and executed for his ocolleagues with his old-
time shrewdness. The only fault, and it is an
old one, is' that He will not always shoot when
he should. Did he but take the ball on the
run and hit il as we know he can there is no
doubt that he would get thrice as many goals
a5 he does, ¥

‘ Reid also deserves a good word. His work
was greatly improved, and he had hard lines
in mot' scoring on four or five occasions. He
worked micely with hig inside men, but did not
send out, the ball to the wingers as often as
‘nscessary‘, He  is less tempestuons than last
senson, but he is gaining experience and in
“dué course he will make'a fine inside forward,

T still think that he should  be| persevered
with as_an inside winger, for he will not exow
o the hig man that is preferred as w leader.
'The boy is making good, anyway, and he learns
something in every, game.
. On the whole it was & good, elean game, but
towards the end the “‘ Railwasmen' werc woni
to get rattled. especially Wareinz and Rogers,
arid tlie backs, by doing things they ouzht mot
to do, had perforce to leave undore things
thdy should have done,  They admitted thavihe
Town were the best side they had.meb #his |
jseason, and eepetinlly had a good word for jflie
defence. o

SWINDON.—Nash'; Colebourne, Weston
Rogers, Archer, Wareing; Norton, Davies,
Cooke, Johnson, Turner,

LUTON.,—Gibbon ; Lennon, Tirrell; Fos-
ter, Walker, Roe; Hoar, Higginbothiam,
Reid, Bufcher, Clarkson.

Keferee,—Mr. R. R. Crump, London.

SWINDON SORRY,

The * North Wilts Herald ” save: “Tmton's
gonl was offside, or rather Higginbotham
was offside when he took the first shot which
hit the post. I mm convinced on that point,
but that does rob excuge tho pliyers stand-
ing agape  waiting for the whistle which
never came, the while Higignbotham took
hia second shot and scored.”

If Higginbotham were offgide when he took
his first shot he muat have been equally 8o
when lie took the second, especially as the
oppogition were standing agape. The plain
fact of the matter was that Higginbothaum
oould not have heen offside by any streteh
of imagination, for he was hehind Reid when
the latter shot and the ball came direct to
Higginbotham from the body of (alehourng.

The same writer says: © Nagh, to my mind,
saved Swiodon from defeat. He rose to the
occasion when all hir colleagues were lost. |
He would have saved that goul had it been
possible, bhut it wis liopeleks to try. As it
was; he saved wonderfnlly on at leart throe
occusions, and, Swindon can thank  their
Tucky stars they had 8o good i custodian
betwebn the posta.”

The, ** Bwindon Advertiser ” says: “ T4 Whe
o disgruntled crowd that loft thae Oounty
Ground.on Saturday, Supporters went thera
confidently expecting o sce ‘the Town win;
they came awiy Avith the impression that
Tuton got something less than their deserts
iu & division of Alie points and an cqual
share of the bonus mones.”

And in roferencoe’ to the goal: * Even had
the Luton man been offaide, which he was
nbt,  there was ne ewrthly reason for the
defence to hive stopped dead.”

1f anyone wrote to Mr. R. B. Orump, the
yeferee, qnd feked his opinion T am qiiite
#ure he would pqnngm what T haye suwid
above. Moveover, there wag practically no
ippenl from dny player. The 'deéad atop '
wps due to the fack Tl;mt. they thought all
wue oyer from Higg nbotham's firet shot,
and when' it hih the post o was ready qguin |
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