THE LEAGUE—DIV.IIL

COURTED DEFEAT.
How Luton Lost at Aberdare.

(By CRUSADER).
ABERDARE y
LUTON TOWN .

2 Goals
1

ABERDARE. — Leahy; Hindmarsh, |
Brook:2; Sheldon, Gillespie, Archibald;
Tompkinson, Rogers. Martin,  Mayson, |
Danskin.

LUTON TOWN. — Gibbon; Lennon,
Tirrell: Foster, Walker, Roe: Hoar, Reid,
Vhowp=on, Butcher, Clarkson.

Referez: Mr. R. C. Wildig, Southampton.

1L may be in the nature of audacity to say
anything against the governing body of th2
Town ciub, but the unpleasant things of
life have to be faced, and so 1 may say at
ance that my opinion of the defeat at Aber-
dare ou Naturday was iu the first measure
duz to the de u made in the Board
goom that the team should make the long
gourney from London to Aberdare on Satur
day. In the ** Saturday Telegraph 1
hiuted that there was some | f

in the new arrangement, which was that,
the plarers should journey to London tate
oun Friday night, and thence to Aberdare
ou Saturday morning.  We all have to

¥
zealize that the resources of the Town club
i 1 strict 1y, but wise di

is truer economy than a chaese-paring
policy, and what was gained by the expen-
mwent on Saturday will be more than dis-
counted by the effect on the gate next
Saturday. The tvo points were, 10 my way
of thinking, lost because of that policy,
and they would have been worth a good
deal more than th: money saved.

The custom has been to journey to Cardiff
on the Friday, and to return on the Sun-
day. The roturn is not of great importauce,
except that we like to get back on Satur-
day night if possible.

THE THING THAT MATTERS

is the journey down to Wales, and the
old arraugement gave the pluyers a chance
of a good night's rest and tnne to streici
tueir timbs pefore a match. Last Satur-
day, if one may quote Mr. Mantalini, it
was notiing better than * one long demni
tion grind.” L

The piayers were in no happy mood
when iney turaed up at Paddington on
Baturday inorning, and altheugh the G.W.
Railway s black cat greeted them, as
wsual, circumstance rose suverior (o omen,
and we felt before the game thai much of
wur chance of victory had been wasl
out. The players were not salisfied over
their stay in London, arrived at Aberdars
in anything but athletic trim, and before
whe team had been playing five minutes it
was obvious ihat they were feeling the
sffects of the long journey. They were
£tif and slow, and while they had several
chances of scoring in thz first twenty
minutes, they were mot quick enough in
front of .goal. The game for half an hour
was even, for if the Town made more raids
than the ** Darians,” there was not U
crisp, swinj 1sthod about their work
as was the case with the home team’s, and
they wera not nearly so dangerous in front

ez o




THE PENALTY INCIDENT,
the Town were slightly the betier side in
spite of their slowness, and 1 thought Wt
was a mistuke to let Hoar take the kick.
Ehe facts were these. A neat push out by
Thompeon was

rair then raced
hard for goal
Hoar verged
Iwards an ¢
was within fou
or tive yards
and looked all
aver a 1
scorer, indeed,
be could hard
have missed,
when Brooke
lunged out and
S, Hoar lifted his legs
zight from
- @ander him, so that he plunged head first
to the ground all in a heap. He was
obviously shaken up by the impact, and
yested a ‘minute before he took the penalty
&kick, but the referez hurried the taki
of the kick. Instzad of keeping the ball
Jow, as he usually does, Hoar lifted it a
little to the right of Leahy, who just man-
to push it out and then &:II on it
and vpush it away as Hoar dashad in.
This encouraged the * Darians,” and
they rushed away. From nearly twenty
yards’ range, ROGERS banged in a great
shot. Gibbon appeared to deflect it to
the bar; it struck the underzide, drn{;ped
and bounced outwards. Gibbon caught it
and cleared. Aberdare apnealed for a
s)“l' but the referee gesticulated for play
rocsed, and the ball went out to the
,:lﬂi'l, where, after Roe had tackled Dan.
n, it went out of play. The Aberdare
players surgad round the referee, and
ALMOST MOBBED HIM.
8o he whistled and crossed over to one of
the linesmen. That worthy was a long
way from the scene, with the strong sun-
light right in his eyes. What he said T
don’t kiow, but the referee crossed to the
other linesman, and then pointed to t
ceutre of the fleld. It was the first goal
herdars had scored at home since Fep-
Sember 11th, and so the crowd weat into
Scslasy.




Personally 1 thought the ball feli over
the line from the har, but 1 am con-
vinced that if it had not gone out of play
the ref:ree would not have a!lnvre«r a
goal. Gibbon admitted that the ball
crossed the line, but quite incomprehen
sible was the fact that the referes sig-
nalled for play to go on, yet at half-time,
when Gibbon told the referee it was a
goal, the Town goalkeseper says that Mr.
Wildig replied that he had not the slight
est doubt about it. If he had no doubt
he should have signalled a goul, should
not have allowed to proceed, and
should not have consultad the linesmen.

Thi however, was on a par with
his g al conduct of the game. None of
us could grudge the home team the goal,
for it was

A BRILLIANT EFFORT.
but v delay in the manuer he did, and
ther say he had no doubt—well, it was
tou funny.
The game was eveniy divided, right to

: interval, bt we always felt that the
Darians " wers the more likely 1o score,
for whenever they spied a chance they let
fly tremendous shois, and one from
!Murlin nearly knocked the Town goal-
kzeper off his feet. Leahy was by no
means idle, and he had many shots to
deal with, but there was not such sung
in ||I-em as in those directed at the Town

oal.

The second half opened with a strong
attack by thz home team, but it was
beaten off, and then the Town got
together better and set up a persistent
attack. Corners werc won without avail,
and Aberdare defen: desy ly. They
played the offside game eftectively for a
time, and when that was beaten they
packed the goal, and regardless of laws
or limbs, they fought for their goal.
Thoripson was once sbout 1o shoot when

- Gillespie held |
his legs as in
& vice, but the
referee  disre-
garded the ap-
peals for a
,nmlt Fol-
jowing a corner,

pie deliberately
pushed him in
the chest, but
again there was

nothing.
Then came a
breakaway bx

the “Darians’
right wing, and
alter a scrumble
in tlne"yonlmnulh. Tompkinson shot hard
in. 'he ball would have travelled far
out of goal, but it struck MARTIN'S foot
and ri ted into the’ net.

dare player know no more about it
Gibbon, who never saw it.

From this point
THE TOWN RALLIED,

and they were geiting the better of it,
but the ** Darian "’ halves and backs, and
Bog!n. tripped and rlubed relentlessly,
and there were several unpleasant scenes.
Three or four times the referee spoke to

Twice i
Archibald came in for just as much, but
took no motive, and eventually Hoar re-
taliated after two or three bad fouls, and
the result was that both players were
called before the referee n to.
Butcher was ly kicked by Gillespie,

G. Lenron,

than

and had to retire for a few minuies.

in desperate plight before the end, and

The home defenders were several times
Tirrell und Lennon were on the middle
line. former had several shots at
goal without success. aby made one or
two bright saves, and only three or four
winutes remained for play when REID
scored. He had made one or two good
efforts and eventually he got the better of
Brooke and beat Leshy with a smart shot
from a difficult angle, the custodian
touching but failing to prevent the ball
entering the net.

So we lost by the odd goal in three. So
far as combination was con~erned, Aber-
dave were the better side. They were

QUICKER ON THE BALL

and wmuch sharper in front of goal, and
for this reuson they deserved their win.
Nevertheless, they were fortunate to do
0, and they will be a long time before
they get such lucky goals again. At least,
we should huve brought one point away,
and but for the reason mentioned in my
opening above, I am quite sure we should
have won. . .

Gibbon was not ‘dsserving of any sort of
reproach. He kept goal well, and got rid
of some tricky stuff. Lennon and Tirrell
were reliable in the main, but each had
a lot more work to do by reason of the
comparative slowness of the home wing
halves in the opening half. Our sup-
porters had the opportunity of seeing
what Tompkinson and Danskin could do,
and each was too fast for the Town flank
balves in the early stages. Later on both

Foster and Roe improved, and put in fine
wor feeding
the forwards

and smashing
ap attacks, save
for single-
handed raide.

Conversely,
Walker plsyoJ
brilliantly dur-
ing - re’s
most dangerous
period, and
tackled wi m
gréat  success.
Before the end,
howe h

ired, naturally,
il natural
for he ha’d‘

pretty well
played himself
a standstill.

The left

A. Roe.

to
The forwards suffered most.
wing was the better, and Clarkson was by

far the best forward. He

GOT MORE WORK,

and on half-a-dozen occasions he nearly
brought about the downfall of the Aber-
dare ?ul Butcher attended to him well,
.ﬂgm o:l:icu one nice rum, mun St.
) ut Leahy with a high

shot. Blgc had to muhTWWm cmbelp.d
as a rule, except when
him to passes, and he seldom did aught
amiss exoept the failure with the y
kick. Reid was not a

though he did many smart in vimui
things in the second half. Th
not

effective as the previous week.

80
Now and then he showed glim, of his
best, but he was obviously ti He bad
no training during the week,
anxious days and nights at of
his little daughter, who was suffering
from on he
tzavelled nearly miles, and covered
Setoee the gaume. . Yor o played. plockily
game. e pl p!
against a much ine than we saw



Aberdare’s side was improved out of all
conception. The whole of the rearguard
was changed, two of the middle men and
two forwards, and with advantage. Leaby
kept goal well, and Hindmarsh and
Brooke were strong backs. The middle
men tackled strongly, if unfairly, aod
Gillugm was at once the cleverest and
probably the most unscrupulous of the
three, although Archibald was not far
short. The forward line played pretty foot-
ball at times. Martin was a good leader,
but Ro was the most dangerous inside
forward, and both wingers played well.
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