LUTON TOWN'S FAILURE,

EFORE the game at Aberdare Jast

Saturday I went into the home ten L
dressing Toom, and in conversation v“}](l!
one of the players expressed the hope |lr‘
we should have a cleaner and - bri ,hy\fl
game than was the cage at Luton. H: 1'(>[rr-
yently hoped go.  The player in question
wae Sheldon, the half-back, and he cer-
tainly tried to do so. 1Ip fact, with Iv/vo
exceptions, play on that side of the fleld
wus a8 clean as could e desired. The
exceptions were Rogers and Hindmarsh, at
a time when Luton were having the bevttex'
of the exchan_ges in the second half. Not.
g0 the olheg‘ side, and in view of the reée!)ti
trouhle with - Tottenham Hotspur and
Arsenal, it is interesting to note that Archi-
bald was with the "Spurs last season A
week before the Luton orowa were indig-
nant hecause this player was hurt angd
some' of them actually clamoured for a
Town  player's dismissal. Had they bel';l
at Aberdare on Saturday they wou)a have
been clamouring for that extreme punish-
ment to be meted out to Archibald, for in
the early stages he began dirty ‘tricks on
gioar.‘and’some of the best sporting crowd
in Wales criti¢ised him almost in 1he same
way that the Luton crowd had criticised
our player the week before.

There was no justification for it, for our
team were playing clean foothall, and were
not dxsposed to “ play the man at all,” and
the majority of the home players were also
content to do the same. In one period in
the seeond half Luton were playing as if
they had only been on the field five minutes
nl’{d were carrying all before them, and af
this pxne there was persistent tripping and
hacking by three of the home vlayers, two
already mentioned and Gillespie. They
spoiled keen and interesting play at this
period, but it served to help defeat the

* Town. Btill, that was not the reason the
Town lost, nor was it due to any fault of
the referee, for although Mr. Wildig made,
some extraordinary errors, he was impartial
in it, and

BOTH SIDES SUFFERED.

But he shonld have taken Btronger measures
than he did with the players mentioned.
There were many worse things done in this
game -than happeved at Luton, and at ong
time if 8id Hoar got the ball it was almost
f certainty that he would get gome sort
of a rap. When, eventually, and after a
good deal of protest, he went after Archi-
bald and fouled the. latter, the referee had
a word with bhoth players. He had pre-
viously spoken to Archibald, but what he
said did not count for much. There was
plenty of whistle but not enough decision.
But. tlie defeat was due to the unfitness
of the Town in the first half. That Billy
Lawson was not to blame was proved by
the fact that when the players had worn
off the stiffness they almost monopolised
the game. But it was then too late to win,
and by finding touch and offside tactics the
“ Darians ” succeeded in registering their
first /win since August 26th, and scoring
their first goal since September 1ith.
- Aberdare have only a small number of
players, but their best team of this season
turned ouf on Saturday. In every depart-
ment they were better than at Luton, and
although they were fortunate in their suc-
- cess, it could hardly be grudged them, so
rnestly did they play, and so heavy have
en the odds against them in recent games.
at Luton, their forwards often played
8tylish Tfootball, and they were always
threatening goals when they gof anywhere
- within reasonable range of Gibbon, who
"l{‘md saved several times hefore his goal
Hell.

Before that occurred, however, the Town
ad lost chances, and Sid Hoar, who has
ofched four gonls from the penalty spof,
‘a hash of his fifth chance, for he
| to put the ball out of the reach
' the Tlengthy Leahy, who managed to
ivert it azd them o get it away before
oar cowld reach it. The penalty Wwas
varded for a partieylarly bad foul by
ooke on Hoar after the latter had made

A BRILLIANT RUN.

‘mear the centre, and was within a

yi'kl'a of goal and appeared certain éo
There was 10 questioning the

decision, and the only fear among

ectators near the Press hox was fhat
erdare back might, receive marching

hundr Aberdare had
a hundred seconds e:h“ L
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Jq:a:“i (le:hhlx afterwards, the ball dropped

Ourlou?im: nl;!:::‘,naga then, by one of those
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lu:ke :lr!d.ehlnuu afterwards, but there was
ginger and decision near goal, and

g 4l came ﬂtkl the Town a gounl

orntl:y wer‘a hard pressed in the early stages
& ual!" second half, but chances of
rg“ 18ing, and not a little hard luck and
znnf'hc experience before Aberdaye's second
o hu:ie A8 & gorgeous fluke. Tompkinson
h‘;“ ; + but, was right off thd mark, The
. however, - lt-rm.'kd Martin's foot with
was diverted in ¢
Gi’lbbon beingthopelessly heaten, i e
u'hereafter the Town played like a new
wll’ln‘ Corner after corner was forced and
ell placed, and many attacks were
en‘:imeered. Tirrell joined his forwards
3:% put in shots, and Foster wus more than

IN THE THICK

;,xru the fight in the neighbourhood of the
1 {.ng goal.  But Aberdare were hent on
vlv‘:tﬁm{h thgp poiuts by some means, and
wi e Town forwards off colour as

gards shooting, success did ot come
\l'm»ll very near the end. Then Reid, who
wus doing better than at any period of the
game, got the adyantage of Brooke aud
lifted the hall vight aecross zoul. Leahy
meanaged to touch the ball with the tips
of his fingers, but could not stop it, and
it found the net all right.

In the short time remaining Leahy had
to save two or three times, and Butcher
almost equalised, but the end came with
the points to the home team.

The lovg journey into Wales on the same
day was the main cause of defeat. TFor
nearly an hour the Town played ragged or
listless football, and they could not find any
punch wheén near goal. They had travelled
to London on Friday night, but wished they
had stayed at home dnd done the whole
Jjourney on Saturday morning. Not only
the players, but Messts. Mouse and Smart,
who accompanied them, were at one on the
same point, and were by no means confident
on the outward journey. Moreover, the
change in the forward line was not a happy
one. We missed the weight of Higgin-
botham, and what we gained by the left
wing as the result of Butcher’s return was
lost by the comparative ineffectiveness of
Hoar, who had to do his own * fetching
and carrying.” Reid scored, and the Welsh-
man, of whom a goodly number cime over
the mountain from his home at Troedyrhiw,
‘za\'e him many a cheer, as, indeed, they did
'many of the Town players. But I stand
by what I have already said about the boy.
He needs coaching before he can make a
‘class inside winger. Clarkson was the out-
standing forward, and some of his runs
were thrilling, but he was spoon-fed by
Butcher. Thompson was feeling the effects
of a long journey from Durham on Friday,
and our hope is that the news from his home
circle will be such this week that he will
euter upon his task against Plymouth with
a lighter heart, and, consequently, more
spirit aund fitness. i

The halves suffered also. They improved
a8 the game wore on,.and heforé 'the end
were playing grandly. Walker did mag-
nificently when it was most needed, and his
colleagues gave of their best when the team
were trying to enatch the game out of the
fire. Lennon and Tirrell played well in
defence, and Gibbon was as good as ever
i oal. . ;.
‘qur Aberdare, Leahy, Brooke and Gilles-
pie were in splendid for 1 e
forwards did well.
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