THE LEAGUE—DIV.IIL:

SCENES AT NEWPORT

"TOWN’'S DECISIVE VICTORY DISPLEASES CROWD.

Coalkeeper and Referee Attacked.

... 3 gouls
. Nil

1.t . -Gibbon; Tennon, Tirreli; Fos
o, Valker, Jennings: oar.  Higgin-
bothani, Thompson, Butcher, Clarkson

NBWPORT.. — Care; Dimnock,  White:
Nairn, Whiwem,, E. Edwards: Bratain,

~. Patetson, Lowes, McDonald,
Referee.—Mr. J. E. Head. London,

‘Fither the spint of ‘Guy Fawkes or the
election fever mnst have got into the hlood
of the crowd ut Newport, fur play bad
not been in progress five minutes before
they were howling and threatening the
Town players, and crying for suimeone—
not of Newport, of course—to he sent off.

T contirn 1 -with incressing ferocity Lo
the end of the game, and the climax came
when some ot the hooligans threw stones

Gibbou and then one jumped over
the rails and dazhed at the referee. From
the Press box we were convinced that he
struck Mr. Head, and the players agree,
but when 1 interviewed the referee after
the game he said that the man did not
adtually strike, but pushed him the
Back, Anyway. there were all the elements

of
AN UGLY SCENE,
awd the Newport directors, players and

police rusbed up aud tried 10 pacity the
crowd.
W

was the cause of the (rouble? T
ghiuk, in the first place, that the Newport
supporters had an wea that as Luton had
Jost veavily at Plymouth, their team
sould be able to break a long unhappy
spell, for they
aave ouly won
one game this
cason, and that
was as far back
as September
Tth, Unly in
two of xix
matches al
Somerton  Park
have they
scored, and of
their total of
~even goils they
scored  four at
one  spasm —
against  Bristol

uvers on the
Aate mentioned.
They then went siv gumnes without a goal,
and on Oct 21st they scored a goal againsy
Merthyr.  The official match card
Batarday confidently expected oune goal
r more at the expense of the Town hey
did not get i e reason for the dissatis-
Haction lay in the fact that Newport are
not "if side, They have several smart
players, but as a team they lack expericnce
and physique. When they ran up against
THE HEAVYWEIGHTS

of the Town team' théy could make no
impression save by tactics that cannot be
wommended, ind although ouf players were
much bigger and heavier, it is an eloquent
act that Gibbon, Lennon (twice). Walker
twice), Higginbotham and Thompson were
e laid out. Brittain, the Counly's
young right winger. atterupted to go
;mough Jennings on the touch-line and
‘tame a cropper, not once, but several times,
But dhe reieree and the linesman alike
were convinced that the home 4
mothing to complain about—and told him
o, but the crowd thought that Brittain was
getting badly damaged, and so they lost
iheir tempers, with the inevitable result
that the County players also got rattled,
and when they were in what proved to be
HOPELESS ARREARS

ihey were not ve?' particular how they
got possession, so long as they got it

1 suppose it follows, as a matter of course,

iat the Newport Club

or an explanation. 1t is
ghat I have not placed Mr. Head in the
first flight of referces, but he was better
on Saturday than 1 have seen him, and
there would have been no complaint for
ghe home club against him more than

could in, but for xiw fact that
ﬁl‘e spectators were most unsportsmanlike,
Mt was not the Town's fault that the team
avas so much heavier und stronger, but it
as Newport's misfortune.

It was a good win, deserved to the utter-
guost, and if there had been any particular
poxiety about the goal average—an anxiety
we would like to see the margin would

swve been ter. This in spite of the
faet that Thompson got a bad blow on the
llu'ﬂu quite early in the game and was

idle more than a passenger for an hour.

Iad he beem all square he would have
! on more than one oceasion.  He
suight well have been excused leaving the
field, but

PLUCKILY CARRIED ON
tn the end and now and the
rouble. From the outset the Town had the
" v were faster.
stronger, and cooler than the Tronsides,
both iu attack and defence, and it was
not antil late in the game that the home
team: had anything hike the share of play
that one expeets from a home team. They
were not laeking in pluck, and not deficient
in skill, but from the first they seemed 10
he ohsessed by the fear of defeat, and 1o
play with an irritableness that was in sharp
1o the confident methods of the

0

cansed

By “ CRUSADER.™

attractive mateh, by any means, and the
Town's success was largely attributable to
shrewdness in taking advantage of the
temper of the County, and at the interval
Mr. Charles Green, who, in company with
r. Harry Smart, was in charge of the team,
advised the players® not 1o be drawn intc
1etalistive meusurex, but 1o keep theis
heads and maintain their
SUCCESSEUL TAUTICS.
The result was apparent immediately, for
the County led off with a rush, but the
ball was quickly transierred. and any shrec
of hope that remained to either the Iron
sides or their supporters was torg oul by
the Town's third goal. We came very nea
to several more in the next haif-hour, bu
in the last quarter the Town played withir
themselves, and bothered less about goal
getting than about keeping their side of the
score sheet bLlank, and in this, althougt
it does not alter my opinion that atiack
the st est ddefence, they succeeded
1 the County Jeft the field goal less onee
niore,

Our first goal cume after 12 minutes’
play. Hour won a corner and placed i
well: Foster dashed in and headed the bhal

downwards, and it would have entered the
net right away from Carr, when Whit
interpused with his hand and
KNOUKED IT oUT
right unger the eye of the referee, whe
pron;‘nly awarded” u penalty  HIGGIN
BOTHAM was entrusted with the kick, an
he crashed the ball into the roof of the
net at terrific speed: Kight minutes late
Thompson executed a clever dribble amon
a bunch of opponents and then pustied the
ball on for BUTCHER to take in his strid
a ram home a Bloomer-like shot from
5 vards' range, Carr being Deaten to the
world. There were more narrow ekcape:
for the Newport goal before the interval
but the Town citade]l had- an extraordinar)

! [escape when Lepnon, Walker and Tirrel

ail fell in the goal-mouth in stemming :
Newport rush, and a goal seemed certait
when the captiin managed (o serape 1he
ball off Gittins' e and Jennings hustlec
it clear.

The third goal caine within 60 seconds of
the restart, and was a striking illustratior
vi craftsmanship. The Town had a throw
in on the right, and the players were all ir
position waiting for wh g

BUTCHER CREPT UP

in the rear. Foster landed the ball righ
at his feet. and the little n turned
and made tracks. At the right momen
Le passed 1o Clarkson, who <hot low across
goal. White tried to kick away, but barel)
reached the ball, wi glanced across, an

HIGGINBOTHAM, tearing in at full speed
1 A it past the hel Carr.  Late
in the game Walker, Jennings and Tirrel

s<aved when Newport appeated certain
score, while Gibbon made many good saves
two being masterly in courage and skill
for with thrilling dives he took the bal
clean off opponents’ feet. Newport playec
desperately to the end, but could not gel
through the defence.

The Town goalkeeper once more proved
his worth, and he was not once found
wanting in judgment or ability. His back:

were
RELIABLE.

Both  Lennon and  Tirrell kicked and
tackled skilfully all throughi. The halves
were much too strong for the Newport
furwards. They were always too powerful
and 100 fast for the home forwards, whose
attempis at _short passing made them an
easy prey. The home centre was scarcely
seen, {or he invariably found Walker's head
or feet too quick. To Foster and Jennings
similar_tribute is due, and the latter did
better in a flank position than hitherte,
and his physique was very useful in
strennous moments.  Considering that the
forwards were handicapped by the injury
to. Thompson they gave a splendid exhi-
biti he left wing was the better, but
certainly got more to do, and some of the
passing movements initiated hy Butcher
evoked 'the admiration of

THE PHILISTINE CROWD,

On two othier occasions Buteher had the
hardest of luck in uot adding to his score.
Clarkson was elusive, but he needs to drop
the habit of doubling when he has made
would do better to get the ball
ac i Thompson had very little
chance, for he was injured very early in
the game, We thought Higginbotham had
completed the hat-trick in the second half,
but he hit the side net. He goes to the
top of the goal scorers for the Town, and
i he but shoot oftener he would be

to stick there. He was ywerful
factor and was congratulated after ihe
by the Newport eaptain, but  his

enchant for falling back to the half-hne
when the Town were (hree up probably
kept our victory down to three
He wonld hav more goals b
in the vanguard, for hix absence
against the e of Hour,

cieney s
ap agaimst the  strongest the  home
nalves and the betier

For Newport Carr kept goal well: White
was the hetter back; Edward< the-pick of
the hadves and Lowes the most dangerous

ri.
were fower than 5000 spectainrs
1t the Rughy mateh betwoen Newport

It will thius be inferred that it was not an

pr
and Harlequin<.affec




